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PREFACE. 

'^^^HK fubjiance of this ejfay 
was tranfcribed for the prefs 
before the author had feen a 
__ _ book publijhed lafi year^ in- 
tituled : A profeiHon of catholic faith, 
extracted out of the council of Trent-, 
by pope Pius IV, and now in ufe for 
the reception of converts into the church; 
with the chief grounds of the controver- 
ted articles, by way of queftion and an- 
fwer. Atreatife^ levelled direBly againfi 
the creed of pope Pius, would very pro- 
bably have been cenfured^ if it had come 
abroad without taking notice of a new 
vindication of the fame creed. It was 
therefore for a long time thrown ajide, 
through want of health and leifure to 
make the neceffary infertions. 

To have followed the author of that 

'piece, in every quotation from fcripture, 

would have very much fwelled this work 
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to little purpofe\ confidering htm lavijh 
he has been iii quoting fcrtpture^ more by 
the fou?id of words than any real relation 
to the point iii hand. 'Tis an eajy thing 
by leading quejiions to direSi^ as that 
author has done^ to a multitude of texts 
in a fmall compafs^ which to an unwary 
reader jhall at firjl Jight feem pertinent % 
when the fetting forth a?id vindicating 
the true fenfe of a fmall part of thofe 
texts fljall unavoidably be voluminous. 
But notwithjlanding this dif advantage : 
if a number of plain texts are produced^ 
with which the creed of pope Pius is al- 
together inconjijlent ; if thofe ^ upon which 
the papijls are known to lay the great eft 
flrefs^ are all of them conjidered^ and 
Jhewn to make nothing to their purpofe ; 
and if upon the whole it be proved^ that 
the doEirines^ wherein papijls differ from 
protejiants^ are contrary both to the te- 
nor of fcripture and to found reafoning : 
then the bulk^ to which this effay has un- 
willingly arifeny it is hopedy will be ex- 
cufed. 

Lond. Nov, 5, I735, A 




AViem of POPERY: 

taken from the Creed of Pope 
Pius the IVth. 



^^1 Very fmall treatife, intituled, lite 
W' Creed of pope Pius the IV. or a 
1 ProJpeB of Popery^ taken from that 
; authentic Record, was printed in 
'- the year 1687, on occafion of the 
vifible growth of popery at that 
time, and the danger of its increafmg farther. 
It is upon the apprehenfion that zealous endea- 
vours are now employed by Romijh emilTaries, 
in many parts of this nation, to gain profelytes 
to popeiy, that this effay is fent abroad ; attend- 
ed with earneft delires that it may be of fome 
ufe towards preventing fo great an evil. 

The author of that treatife laid his plan very 
judicioufly, when he determined to take his ac- 
count of the Romijh doftrine, not from any 
fioglc doftor of that church, though ever fo cele- 
brated 




Ibrated ; biit from the authentic adls of thcif 
church. For it is certain, that how good ground 
Ibever proteftants have to charge particular per* 
fons with monftrous abfurdities ; (for example^ 
to charge Cardinal * Bellarmine with affirming, 
that if the pope Jhould enjoin the praBice of wee, 
€r forbid the praBice of virtue^ the church would 
be bound to believe vice to be goody and virtue to be 
evil) yet charity will teach us to hope at leaft, 
that the papifts in general do not harbour fuch 
monftrous thoughts in their breafts. But thofe 
things, which the church of Rome requires to be 
believed as articles of faith, on pain of damna- 
tion, and which her clergy are upon oath obliged 
to maintain and defend, may very fairly and 
juftly be looked on as the avowed dodtrine of 
that church. And fuch is the creed of pope 
Pius IV : as appears by his bull concerning the 
form of the oath of the profeffion of faith ^ dated 
in "November 1564, and printed with the ads of 
the council of T^rent. For in that bull the creed 
itfclf is thus introduced : I N.N. do with a firm 
faith believe and prof efs all and every thing which 
is contained in that fymbol of faith ^ which the 
holy Roman church ujeth : that is to fay — Then, 
after recital of the creed, it is added : This is the 
true catholic faithy without which no man can be 
faved : and a form is provided, whereby the fu- 
perior clergy promife^ vow and Jwear^ that to the 
laft breath of their lives they will moft ftedfafily^ 
with the help of God^ retain and confefs it intire 

and 

* Si papa erraret, praecipiendo vida, vel prohibendo virtutes i 
teneretur eccleiia credere vitia effe bona, & . virtutes malas^ nifi 
vellet contra confcientiam peccare. Bdlarm. de Roman, pontiff 
lib. IV. cap. 5. 
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and unviolated ; and take care, as much as in 
them lies, that it be held, taught and preached hj 
nil perfons fubjeSl to them, or whom by their office 
they are obliged to take care of. 

The creed itfelf contains the fubftancje of the 
decrees and canons of the T!rent Council : and 
being ufually divided into twenty-fpur articles, is 
k^ pkufible as to exprefs the firft twelve in the 
very words of that creed which is * commonly 
called the Nicene ; the greateft part whereof all 
proteftants believe and acknowledge. But there 
is this great difference between the manner, where-p 
in the Nicene creed is impofed in popifh coun- 
tries, and wherein they who adhere to the true 
proteftanC principle receive it or any part of it ; 
that the one require it to be received upon an 
equal foot of authority with the holy fcriptures ; 
the other believe and acknowledge the things 
contained in it, not becaufe the fathers of the 
Nicene council fo believed or fo decreed ; but be- 
caufe they are fatisfied that the things themfelves 
are contained in the holy fcriptures, and fo far 
only as they are therein contained : ib that their 
faith is ultimately refolved into the word of God, 
and not into the commandments of men. Herein 

they 

' * That what is vulgarly called the Nicene Creed j is not the cited 
made by the council of Nice in the year 325, appears from the 
copies produced by Socrates in his ecclef, hift, fag. 176. edit. Rob. 
Steph. 1544, and by Lahbe, in his coUedtion of councils^ torn. II. 
fag. 27. From the fame collection of councils, torn. JI. fag. 95 1 , 
^t appears, that what is now commonly called the Nicene Creed, i3 
^t which was made by the council of Conffantinofle in the year 
381 ; or at leaft has a much nearer likeneis to that than to the 
other. However, as both creeds contain for fubflance the fame 
^oClrine, I (hall make no fcrupk to call that the Nicene Cned^ 
yrhioh dually goes b^ that name. 



in 

they affert their liberty as becomes proteftants.^ 
The greateft part however of the things con- 
tained in this creed, as was before obfervcd, they 
all believe and acknowledge. 

But this, it feems, was not enough for a creed 
of the church of Rome. There muft be fome 
form of faith, whereby, as by an authentic aft, 
papifts muft for ever be diftinguiflied from pro- 
teftants. Twelve new articles therefore are added ; 
which are all truly Romijh^ and built folely upon 
human authority. Thefe I (hall fet down in 
order, and make fome remarks on them. 

But it is needful firft to warn the reader of the 
cnfnaring manner, in which the articles of pope 
Pius's creed are connefted with thofe of the 
Nicene. The Nicene creed makes mention of 
one^ hol)\ catholic and apoftolic church : and the 
creed of pope Pius begins with a profeffion of 
admitting and embracing the traditions, &c. of 
the fame church , infinuating, that all the tradi^ 
tions of the church of Rome are traditions of the 
one^ holy^ catholic and apoftolic church. And it is 
certain the Romanifts do pretend, that all thefe 
charadlers belong to their church, and to that 
alone. . They make themfelves the whole church 
of Chrift 'y and exclude all others from being fo 
much as a part of it. They confine holinefs to 
themfelves; and confidently affirm, that their 
church alone is derived from the apoftles. 

Thefe things are not indeed expreflly aflerted 
in pope Pius's firft article. It was more plaufi- 
ble to fpeak of the church in a general way at 
the beginning ; becaufe every one would more 
rpadily afcribe the characters oS.one^ holyy catholic 

jind 
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and apojlolicy to the church of Chrift in an un- 
confined fenfe, than to the church of Kome^ or 
any other church in particular. But fince this 
lame creed, in its eleventh article, fpeaks exprefsly 
of the holy^ catholic^ apojiolic Roman churchy as 
the mother and miftrefs of all churches ^ and there-r 
by clearly confines thefe charaders to that church: 
it is proper here at the beginning to give notice of 
the fnare ; and to avoid the dangerous fallacy of 
• confidering any of the articles of this creed a$ 
doctrines of the one^ holy^ catholic and apojiolig 
church. 

That article of the Nicene creed, [/ believe 
one^ holyy catholic and apojiolic church] is capable 
of a very harmlcfs fenfe, againft which no chri- 
ft ian whatever v^ill objedl. Which is this: that 
our Lord Jefus Chrift has a church, fcattered up 
and down in various parts of the world -, the 
members whereof are holy in the difpofition of 
their minds, and entertain the fubftance of the 
doctrine of the dpojlles. This is the true generaj 
or univerfal, that is, the true catholic church. 
And this is undoubtedly one^ in that large fenfe^ 
wherein all thofe are included as its members, 
who heartily believe in Jefus Chrift, acknowledgr 
ing him for their Saviour, and obeying him as 
their Ruler. To all thefe he becomes the author 
of eternal fahation ; as he himfelf affures us, 
John III. 36. and his apoftle after him, Heb. 
V . 9. Rom. X. 8, 9. And all fuch are likewife 
declared to be the children of God, Gal. III. 26, 
born of God, i John V. i. Now they who are 
become the children of Gody thro^ faith in Chriji 
y^fu^^ and heirs of his promifcd fahation y do 

B certainly 
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ficrtainly in the large and general fenfe belong to 
his churchy tho' their faith (hould be attended 
with fome miftakes. And in this large fenfe a- 
lone, if at all, it is, that the members of the 
church of Rome can be acknowledged members 
cf the one church of Chriji : fo very widely has 
that church departed from the faith whigh Chrift 
and his apoftlee delivered. 

If it be faid, that the Nicene fathers did not fpeak 
of the church in this large and general fenfe; but 
meant a vifible church, which was called catho-^ 
lie or univerfal, by reafon of the greater number 
of thofe who were efteemed true profeffors of 
the holy doBrine of the apoJileSy in oppofition to 
the fmaller number of thofe who differed from 
them; and that they called themfelves one churchy 
in oppofition to the different parties of thofe who 
differed from them : yet this will never prove, 
that the fu per ior number, who pleafed themfelves 
with thefe titles, did in all points adhere to the 
doSlrine of the apojiles^ and that none who differed 
frpm them were in the right. There can be no 
re^fonable doubt, that many of thofe, who call'd 
themfelves the ^ne^ holy^ catholic and apojiolic 
churchy were far enough from agreeing with each 
other in feveral particulars; and in that cafeibme 
of them mufl differ from the doSlrine of the apo^ 
Jiles^ and therefore not be apofiolical. Nor is 
there any doubt, that many of them were far 
i^nough from being holy in their hearts and in their 
prad:ice. It is not therefore men's giving them-* 
felves the name and title of one^ holy^ catholic 
and apojiolic churchy that will prove them to be 
(o, j&o far a^ they differ frofla each other, they 

arc 



ate not one^ in the Romijh ferife of Unity; no/ 
can they, for the fame reafon^ be juftly called 
univerfkl or catholic. And if they are unholy in 
their lives 5 the name of holyy with regard to the 
church wherewith they communicate^ lignifies 
nothing. Nor are they apojlollc^ in any refpeft 
^herein they differ from the apojlles doSlrinei 
And yet there may be feveral chtirches, each of 
them, for the fiibftance of their doctrines, apojlo-^ 
hcaly tho* differing in fome points from each other j 
and each of them maintaining hoUnefs^ in the life 
and pradtice of their communicants, as well as 
in the tendency of their dodrines. And all thefe 
will with much better reafon go to the making 
up one invifible catholic or univerfal churchy 
than any fingle vifible church whatever can be 
called catholic^ to the exclufion of all others. 

Nor does it appear from the hiftory of ih^Nicene 
council, that the bifhops, and other divines of 
whom it confifted, look'd upon any one particular 
church, (and fuch was the church of Rome among 
the reft) as the one^ holy^ catholic and apojiolic 
church\ No : they were all of them call'd toge- 
ther by the authority and command of the em- 
peror Conjiantine^ to confult about fuch matters 
as he thought fit to lay before them : and the 
profeiTed agreement of fuch a number of divines, 
caird together from fo many diftant nations, made 
them look upon their determinations as the de- 
terminations of the catholic church. 

But whatever they call'd themfelves; and how 
much foever we agree with them in the fubftance 
of their do<3:rine: yet their determinations are 
Hot the. foundation of our faith \ nor had they, 

B'2 ' nor 
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nor cou'd any council of uninfpir'd men intheworlii 
have, authority to determine what we {hall believe 
or pra6tife» So far as they agree with the d(H 
Brine of the apojiles^ it is fit we fliould agree with 
them, But then this is not becaufe of any autho- 
rity in the council of Nice^ but becaufe the do-- 
Brine of the apojlles is true, and fit to be believed. 

And if the Nicene council itfelf had no autho- 
rity over the confciences of chriftians ; what au- 
thority could it convey to the church of Rome ? 
What authority did it ever pretend to convey to 
the Roman church, mwe than to the church of 
Antioch or Alexandria^ or any other ? Indeed 
if it had made ever fuch high pretences j what 
authority could it give to any church in the world, 
to frame new articles of religion at her own plea* 
iure, ai^d to damn fuch as fhould refufe to receive 
them? But referving the confideration oi authority 
to the eleventh article of pope P/«j's creed ; I now 
proceed to (hew, that the church of Rome is not 
the one^ holy^ catholic and apojiolic churchy which 
ibe pretends to be. 

She is not one^ in that very fenfe wherein fhe re* 
proachesproteftants for not being one. If proteftants 
are in many points divided into parties ; fo are the 
papifts. Witnefs the divifions between the Fran^ 
cijcans ^nd Dominicans about the immaculate con- 
ception ; thofe between the Jefuits and Janfeniji^ 
about predeftination ; and the prefent ftruggles, 
now of a pretty long ftanding, about the bull 
Unigenitus; befides the many horrible fchifins 
- which have arifen by fetting up one pope againft 
ilnother, and the contentions about the feat of 
infallibility. If they fay, Uiat they are one, in 

~ all 
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ail things facceflary to falvation : the protcftatrt^ 
with mut:h more truth and reafon affirm this con- 
cerning thcmfelvcs ; and that the things wherein 
they differ from each other do not hinder their 
being of the me church of Jeiiis Chrift. 

But if the church of Kome did agree with it- 
ielf in all points of doctrine and practice; that is, 
if they were at unity among themfelves, which 
it is plain they are not, nor ever were : yet their 
unity could not be faid to be with Chrift Jefus, the 
fok bead of the churchy but with the pope, con- 
fidered as head j which very thing is inconfiftent 
with and fubverfive of the true unity of the chri- 
ftian church. 

Whoever they are, that deny Jefus Chrift to 
be the head of the churchy they cut themfelves off 
from union with him ; and confequently muft be 
far enough from being his one church. Now 
Chrift is not the head of his church, if he is not 
file head. How then comes the pope to pretendl 
to make laws as he pleafes? And how can they 
be the one church of Chriji^ who are fo far from 
owning him their fole head^ as to remove their 
allegiance from him to a fellow mortal, and to 
obey that mortal even in oppofition to Chrift \ 
Yet this muft be the cafe in all thofe inftances, 
where the pope's decrees are obeyed^ though 
contrary to the mind of Chrift. To what pur- 
pofe therefore can it be for papifts to prove tl^ 
unity of Chrift's church from fuch texts as that 
of Eph. IV. 5. where the apoftle aflures cis, 
that there is but one Lord^ and one faith ; when 
it is plain that they fet up another Lord beiides 
Ghril^ and another faith ^^ contrary to that which 

he 
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he taught? Let it be ever fo clear, that the church 
of Chrift is onej without diftindion of yew and 
Gentile; as Chrift himfelf, John X. i6. fignified 
it (hould be : yet the church of Rome cannot be 
this one cburcb, while fhe renounces allegiance to 
Chrift the bead, and obeys another head; in many 
things which are quite contrary to Chrift's do-^ 
drine* 

Again: their fcbifmatical feparation from xh& 
reft of the body is in itfelf a fufficient proof, that 
the church of Rome cannot be tbe one cburcb of. 
Chrift. T*bere is, fays the apoftle, one body, and 
snefpirity even as ye are called in one hope of your 
calling : Eph. IV. 4. But the church of Rome 
oppofes and renounces this one Jpirity which 
Should unite us ; rends herfelf from this one body % 
or, which comes to much the fame things tears 
off from communion with her all thofe who will 
not fubmit to her arbitrary determinations, deny- 
ing that any fuch can have the one hope of tbe 
chrijiian calling. She impofes her abominable 
corruptions upon thofe, whofe confciences cannot 
comply with them ; and impofes them with the 
utmoft bitternefs and cmelty. She thereby drives 
nil other chriftians from her communion : and 
confequently creates a fchilm, and deftroys that 
unity to which fhe pretends. If therefore this 
corrapt and perfecuting church is a part of the 
church of Chrift, it can be no better than a 
fchifmatical part: for they are always the fchif- 
matics, who are the caufes, the necefTary caufes^ 
of the fchifm. However, nothing is more plain, 
than that they cannot be the one church of Chriji. 

Confequently, they cannot be the catholic 
church. There is no need to compare numbers, 

for 
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for deciding this point: no need of enquiring 
whether the numbers in the church of Rome are 
fuperior or inferior to the Greek church and all 
the proteftant churches put together. Their cut- 
ting themfelves off from union with Chrift the 
heaJ, and from all other parts of his body, plain- 
ly (hews them not to be the catholic church. All 
they who hold the head may be united to each o-^ 
ther,notwithftanding the inferiority of fome mem- 
bers, and the fuperiority of others; and even 
notwithftaiiding fome weakneffcs and defeds in 
fome of the members, which the reft are to bear 
with, and to contribute as much as they can to 
their reftoration and perfedlion. But when, be- 
fides rejeding allegiance to the head, the church 
of Rome does what (he can to deftroy all other 
members befides herfelf, damning and perfecuting 
with the utmoft cruelty ill thofe whocannot com- 
ply with her unrighteous clairhs ; what pretence 
has fhe to catholicifm ? Next to holding Chrift the 
heady the unity of the chriftian church confifts 
iu the mutual love of the members to each other. 
This is that bond of perfeSlnefty which unites the 
whole catholic church together ; and not an exa(3: 
unity of opinion in all points. How then can they 
be the catholic churchy who will damn their bre- 
thren to the pit of hell, and without mercy per- 
fecute them to death in this world, for want of 
agreeing with them in every doubtful opinion, 
and joining with thena in their abominable cor- 
ruptions? 

There is, I fay, no need to compare numbers, 
for ^ecidinj w^iich is the catholic church. And 

^reforc 
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theriefore it is to no manner of pu'rpofb, that fhe 
^ profejjion of catholic faiths &c. publiibed laft 
year, [1734] for the reception of corroert^into the 
church of Rome^ •f' produces i^h a number of 
texts, and particularly prophetical texts, to fhew 

* that the church of Chrift fhall be univerfaly by 

* being the church of all ages and of all nations;* 
and afHrms, that ^in them it 1$ always repreicnted 

* as a numerous congregation fpred through the 

* world/ For in none of thefe texts, nor in any 
other, is it promifcd that the church of Chrift 
fhall always be a numerous congregation, ipred 
thro' the world: nor is it anywhere promifcd, that 
it (hall in all ages be the church of all nations. la* 
deed thofc texts have been in^fome good meafiire 
fulfiird already, in the large Iprcad which the 
gofpel of Chrift has received. And from thoie 
and other prophetical texts we have good reafbn 
to believe, that in God's good time Chrift's church 
will become univerfal. But then this muft be 
brought about by the overthrow of the antichri- 
ftian church of Rome : whofe abominable cor- 
ruptions are the grand hindrance of the larger 
fpread of the gofpel ; and have fometimes been 
fuffered to prevail almoft to the extinguiftiing die 
light of it. 

By thofc corruptions they have eficdually 
proved thcmfelves not to be that holy churchy 

which 

* The whole title of that book, quoted at length in the preface 
to this, includes both the Romijh profeffion of faith ^ and the vindica- 
tion, of if. The prifeffUn tf faith itfelf is the Creed of pope Pius: 
a/id in my following remains I fh^, for brevity's &ke, choofe 
to ^fuote the vindication of it \xi^ the words of th^ running title, Tl&r 
grmnds oftatholic doSirinCy 

t Pag« 12, IJ. 
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which they pretend to be. And furely we may 
venture to fet down in the number of corruptions 
the worfhip of faints and angels, and of images, 
contrary to exprefs warnings of the word of God; 
the worfhip of the bread in the facrament, on 
pretence of its being -f* turned into the body and 
bloody and foul^ and divinity of ycfus Chriji \ 
the making the Mafs a propitiatory facrifice for 
the living and the dead ; the dodxines of indul- 
gences, of purgatory^ of authoritative abfolu- 
tions by mortal men, and even by men under the 
the power * of mortal fin themfelves ; the de- 
pendence of the efficacy of the facraments upon 
the prieft's good intention ; the taking away 
the fcriptures from the common people, and re- 
quiring the ufe of an unknown tongue in their 
prayers : but above all others, the doftrine of 
infallibility, which takes away the very founda- 
tion of chriflian faith, by taking away the autho- 
rity of the word of God, and leaves no founda- 
tion for the faith of the chriflian chnrch, but the 
authority of fallible men ; and the doftrinc of 
the pope's fupremacy, which is an impious inva- 
fion of Chrifl's prerogative, who is folc law- 
giver and head of the church. 

Thefe arc corruptions inconfiflent with a holy 
church ; efpecially with the one^ holy^ catholic^ and 
apojiolic church. And thefe are inftaoces, in 
which it is certain that the church of Rome has aft- 
ually fallen into pernicious errors. So that it will 
no way help that church to fay in general con- 

C ceming 

+ See the Vth. ajiic|c of pope P/«/s Creed. 

» The council of Trent iays, Scff. XIV. can. lo. de poeniten- 
tia : JjTatty onejhallfiv^y that friefts lubo are in mortal Jtn hatn mt the 
J>ower of Itinding and loofing \ §r that anp othel" hefides priefis are the 
minifien of abJoluHon i lit him be accurfiiL 
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ccrning the church of Cbrili^ as the author of the 

* Grounds of catholic doBrine does, that * (he is al- 

* ways holy in her doftrine and terms of commu- 

* mon^zx\^2\vf2Lysfreefrom pernicious errors! For 
whatever is true concerning the church of Chrijiy 
this is not true concerning the church of Rome. 
The doftrines juft now mentioned are her do- 
ctrines, and are by her made terms of communion ': 
and they are pernicious errors wherein fhe has 
fhamefully apoftatiz'd from the bely doBrine of 
Chrift, It is vain therefore to apply to that 
church thofe texts of fcripture which belong to 
the invifible church. Vain is it in particular to -f* 
apply to that church what our Lord faid to 
Peter y Matt. XVI. i8. that he would build bis 
church upon a rock^ and the gates of hell fhould 
not prevail againfl it. For the rock^ upoti which 
our Lord there declared he would build his 
church, was manifeftly Peters confeflion, men- 
tioned ver. 1 6. T^ou art the Chrijiy the Son of 
the living God. But by the abominable corrup- 
tions juft mentioned it appears, that the church of 
Rome is not built upon this rock, but upon ibme- 
thing elfe, very different from it. It is vain for 
them to J alledge in this cafe, from John XIV. 6. 
that Chrij/i is the way^ and the truths and the 
hfe : becauie it is evident by thefe inftances, that 
tney have apoftatiz'd from the true wa% and do 
not walk in it. It is vain to apply to themfclves 
the promife which Chrift made to his apoftles^ 
II Matt. XXVIII. 19, 20. when he gave them 
commiffion to teach and baptize in his name ; 
that he would be with them always^ even unto the 

- end 

» Pag. 10. fibid. J ibid. 11 ibid. 
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end of the world. For this promife was given in 
clofe connexion with a charge, to teach men to 
obferve all things whatjbever Chriji had command^ 
ed\ and not to teach things inconfiftent with 
Chrift's commands, and with his legiflative au* , 
thority; which the dodrines abovementioned 
mod evidently are. It is as vain to apply to the 
church of Rome^ or to the whole body of her 
paftors and teachers, the promife which Chrift 
made to his * apoftlcs, John XIV. 17. I 
will pray the Father^ and he Jhall give you 
another comforter^ that he may abide with you 
for every even the Spirit of truth 5 and his afTu- 
rances, yer. 26, that this Spirit of truth Jhould 
teach them all things ^ and bring all things to their 
remembrance^ whatfoever he had faid to them ; 
and that other promife, ch. XVI. 13. that i&^ 
Jhould guide them into all truth. For it is evi- 
dent, that fbme of thefe promifes were made 
perfonally to the apoftles, relating to the extraor- 
dinary fervice in which they were to be imploy'd; 
and not to the whole body of the paftors and 
teachers of the church. And whatever there is 
in thcfe promifes, which is not rcftrained to the 
apoftles in perfbn, belongs to all Chrift's faithful 
diicipks, all thofe who adt agreeably to the Spi^ 
rit of Chriji: fo that they have no relation to the 
paftors and teachers of the church of Rome. 

Laftly, it is a great perverfion of icripture to 
produce in this controverfy the words of St. Paul^ 
I Tim. IIL 15. to prove •[• that * the church 
' cannot uphold pernicious errors ;' and to argue 
from this and the other texts before recited^ a^ 

C 2 the 

^ Grounds of cadu doftripag* 11. f ibid. pg. la. 
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the author of the * Grounds of catb^ lioB, dow, 
that * the church of Chrift is infallible in all 

• matters relating to faith, fp that flie can neither 

• add nor retrench from what Chrift taught/ 
The other texts have been already confider'd, and 
{hewn to have no relation to the church of Rome^ 
otherwife than as in general they condemn her 
errors and corruptions. As for thefe words of 
St. Paul', all that they affirm concerning the 
church is, that it is the houfe ofGo4: and l^iinotby^ 
being a perfon of connderable charad:er and 
emincncy in the church, is put in mind to behave 
himfclf as became d pillar in that houfe. Th^ 
author indeed abovementioned ^akes advantage 
of la miftake of our tranflators; who have ren-* 
dered the apoftle's words differently from whatap^ 
pears to have been his meaning. The apoftlo 
does not fpeak of the church as a pillar, much 
lefs as the pillar and ground of truth : but figni^ 
fies to I'imothy, that he had written that epiftle 
to him, to put him in mind, how it became a 
perfon who was a pillar and ground of trutb^ 
(meaning T'imothy himfelf) to behave in the houfe 
of God, which is the church of the livi^ God^ 
This is the natural order and plain fenfe of the 

words : l!v<z «cJlfi'^ m^g ^ei £v (&ai ©gS aVarp^^e^, 

^ d\n^€idu. And this is agreeable to other paf- 
iages in the new teftament: where perfpns of 
high charafter and importa;ice in the church, for 
fupporting and adorning the tmths it maintains, 
as for example, James, Cephas and John, arc 
called pillars 5 Gal. II. 9, and agcceable like^ 

; ^ wife 
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wife to the promife of Chrift, Rev. III. 12. 
Him that overcometh, will I make a pillar in the 
temple of my God. Thefe words therefore arc 
altogether foreign to the purpofe for which they 
are produced : and are by mifinterpretation made 
to afcribc that infallibility to the church, con- 
cerning which the apoftle never once entertained 
a thought ; and which howeVer, it appears from 
the abovementioned fpecimen of groiS errors, 
cannot belong to the church of Rome. 

Indeed it does not appear, that our blefled 
Jlrord ever promifed to fecure unerring perfedidn 
to any vifible church or its teachers: tho' wc 
have abundant reafon to be fatisfied from many 
paflages of fcripture, that Chrift will always 
have a church fomewhere or other ; that is, a 
number of faithful perfons, maintaining his tme 
doftrine : that tho' they may fometimes be re- 
duc'd to great extremities and fmall numbers, and 
tho' their enemies may endeavour and hope to 
jsxtirpate them quite 3 yet they (hall not be abl6 
to prevail. And this was made good in the al- 
moft miraculous prefervation of the fubftance of 
the proteftant doftrinc among the Waldenjes and 
jilbigen/es, under the cruel perfecutions of the 
church of Rome ; which had banifhed the light 
of the chriftian doftiine from all places where her 
influence ' reached, and did what ihe could to 
extinguifli it intireiy, 

The tests therefore cited in the Grounds ^fcath 
d(0. to ^ pitovc * that Chrift has always* a true 
* church upon earth/ no otherwife relate to the 
church of Rmie^ than ?is they fliew, that the 
faithfulneis of God's promife is engaged to pre<^ 

fPag.7, fctve 
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fcrvc andmaintain fomewhere or other that true 
doBrine^ which they have corrupted and endea- 
voured to deftroy. And as to the texts J quoted 
to prove, * that the church of Chrift is always vifi- 
• ble:' we proteftants thankfully acknowledge 
they have been fo far fulfilled, that the light of 
the chriftian dodtrine has never yet been totally 
extinguiflied ; and are encouraged by them to 
hope and believe it never will. Nay we are by thefe 
very texts fully fatisfied, that a time will come, 
when the corruptions of the church of Rome (hall 
bedetefted, and (hall make way for that pure 
doBrine qi Chrifl himfelf, which (hall prevail 
^nd triumph over them, and fhine through the 
world with its own light. In the mean time 'tis 
evident,^ that the greatefl part of thefe texts have 
not yet had their full accomplifhment: and that 
tho' fome of them have been in part fulfilled, in 
relation to the churth of Chrift 3 yet they are no 
way inconfiftent with thofe other fcriptures, 
which fignifie, that the fame church (hould 
fometimes be reduced to great diftrefs and obfcu- 
rity, as hiftory proves it has been. 

Enough has been faid to fhew, that the church 
of Rome is not a holy church. And if fhe is un- 
holy, fhe is confequently not apojlolicali that is, 
not conformed to the dodtrine of the apofiles^ which 
is a holy dodtrine. But they tell you they are 
apoftolical by a continued, uninterrapted fucceflion 
pf their bifhops from the apoftles. To which I 
anfwer : that if this were true, it could never 
make that an apoftolical church, which departs 
from the apojiolical doSlrine. Befides : it is impof- 

fiW# 

t Pag- 7. 
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fible for any bifhop in the world to prove his fuc* 
ceflion in an uninterrupted line from the apoftles ; 
becaufe it is evident from hiftory, that many 
breaches have been made in that line; and becaufe 
no certain account has been kept of all the ordi- 
nations derived from the feveral broken links, 
jior any way ever found to unite them again in 
one continued length. 

In deducing the line of fucceflSon one would 
think fome regard (hould have been had to Paul^ 
oijames^ ox Andrew^ or fome other of the apoftles 
l?efides TeUr : and an account fliou'd be produced 
of the feveral biftiops they ordain'd, and the fe- 
r.ies of thofe others, whom thefe bifhops and 
their fucceflbrs ordain'd. But we will leave o- 
thers to determine about thefe things. And if, 
for once, we ihould take for granted, that all the 
fucceflions in thefe weftern parts are to be derived 
from St. Peter ; which yet is taking for granted a- 
bundance of things that want to be proved : ftill we 
could not derive even thefe fucceffions with any 
thing like a certainty ; becaufe hiftorians do not 
agree about Peter's iiicceflbrs, either in the or- 
der or number of them, in the moft early days. 
And then, in the corrupt times, when the jR^- 
man biftiop began to exalt himfelf above his bre- 
thren ; it was not long e*er the fweet morfel of 
ufurped power was {6 much coveted, that ambi- 
tious churchmen fet up one againft another ; in- 
fomuch that often there have been two, three, nay 
four popes at a time, curfing each other and all 
their adherents. Now all thefe, in oppofition 
to «ich other, could never convey regular fuc- 
ceflions: 



cefHons: and no man living is able to prove^ 
from which of thefe he derives his own c^rdina-^ 
tion ; the oppofitions have been fb numerous, and 
fome of fo long ftanding. I ihall take the liberty 
to mention a few, taken from writers of the 
Romijh communion. 

Onuphrius Panvinius^ who wrote a continual 
tion of Platina's lives of the popes, ^ves, m his 
index at the end of the work, the following kc- 
count of what he calls the firft ichifm in the Rc*^ 
man church. * Novatian, a Romany and prefix 
byter of the holy Roman churchy 'was erdaiwd 
chief pontif by fome fchifmatical prejbyters^ rtot^ 
withjianding Cornelius had been created pope by^ a 
regular ordination. He fat fome ^ears : and being 
at length driven from the churchy became author 
of the herefy which goes by his name. This was 
as early as the year 252, according to Onuphrius^ 
And, which is very remarkable, he iays ooton- 
ly that Novatian was a heretic^ and author of a 
herefy ; but that he was ordained pope by prefby^ 
ters, fchifmatical presbyters ; and that \itfat fme 
years. We are not certain therefore, but fome of 
the Romijh bifhops and pricfts now living may 

have 

* Novatianus, Romanus, fenfbe Romanas eccle&as prelbyter; 
in fchifmate contra Cornclium papam» au^kore NoFato, preibyte^ 
ro ecclefiae Carthaginen£s ; {edit annos aliquot. -— Schifii^ prin^m 
in Romana ecclefia: in quo, Cornelio papa,* legitima ordinatioae 
creato, Novatianus, fanftae Romanae eccleiiag p ir d byt er , ablaii^- 
bus fchifmaticis prefbyteris pontife;^ iQaxinpias CHrdioatttS eft. C^, 
ecdeiia pulfus, hserefim Novatianorum condidi(. f latin, <i^^ 
Fontif,%nfiL Co^n, 1^62. pag. ^j^*^." 

This is Oftufhrius^s Siccoxmt, in an early edition of Fbtttna. 
^Tis pity be did not produce lus authorities. ,. But it i^us afterwanb 
thought that he had ipoken* too plain: for in following editions, 
particularly that in quarto, 1626, care was taken to leave oiit fc 
great a fcandal tothe churchy as this ftory of an ordination bypief- 
byters. 
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have received their ordination from thofe, whofc 
prcdeccffors wtrc ordained by this prejbyterian 
pope : and then their epifcopal fuccejjion^ though 
ever fo clear for fome ages paft, can according 
to their own principles do them no good ; their 
miniftrations are of no validity \ and their people, 
however confidently they may believe themfelves 
to be chriftians, are no better than heathens. 

But to come to later times : the thirteenth 
Ichifm, the fame author tells us, was in the 
year 891, between Formofus and Sergius. And 
concerning Formofus^ Platina fays: that in the 
time of pope John Y^^ he left his bijhopric^ to 
avoid that pope' s feverity \ that he fled into France, 
andfwore he would never return to his biflooprJc or 
to Rome, from whence be had been banifloedfor a 
con^iracy 3 that he was anathematized and de-^ 
prived of all ecclefiajiical dignity *, and took to him-^ 
felf profane garment Sy as well as a profane courk 
of life : but that pope Martin abfolved him of his 
oatby and reftored him ; and that afterwards he 
got the popedom y more by bribery than virtue. The 
fifteenth fchifm, Onuphrius tells us, was in the 
year 964, between John XII, Leo VIIl, and 
BenediSi V. The firft of whom, Platina tells 
us, viz^ a pirfon from his very youth Jiain'd with 
all manner ^ filthinefs^ and fpent all the time 
be could Jpare from his lu/ls in bunting rather than 
in prayer : that be wasfummoned before a council 
to anjwer for bis wickednefsy and to lay down the 
popedom: and that at length he was taken ihadtd^ 
tery^ and kilt d. The fixtcenth fchifm was in 974, 
between four pQ|ies at a time. So likewise the 
ei^teeath, in 1045, between four popes: two of 

D whon^ 
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whom Platina defcribes as hideous monflers. The 
twentieth between Gregory VII. and Clement IDf, 
and their fucceflbrs, for 40 years together, be- 
ginning in ♦1080. And, to mention no more: 
the twenty-fixth fchifm, which Onupbrius calls 
a long one^ and ivorje than all the reji^ began in 
the year 1378, between i^o^tUr ban Yl. and 
Clement VII : and did not end till 40 years after, 
lipon the eledlion of Martin V. 

From thefe fads it is plain, that there have 
been numerous breaches in the line of fucceiiion. 
But in cafe there never had been any : yet how 
abfurd would it be to imagine, that Chrift could 
have no tme church without an unmterrapted 
iiicceflion of bifhops, to ordain its minift^rs? 
Cou*d then the good efFed of all Chrift's inftitu- 
tions depend upon their fwimming through fiich 
a corrupt ftream as this has proved ? Cou'd there 
be no valid adminiftration of baptifm or the 
Lord's fupper, nor any falutary efFedt of preach- 
ing the gofbel, but by thofe, who derived their 
ordination from fornicators^ adulterers^ magici^ 
anSy murderers^ and monjiers in all kinds of 
ivickednefs? Yet fuch have many of the popes 
been. And, which more evidently and more 
nearly afiecfts the dodtrine of the fiicceifion 5 iiich 
have been great numbers of the bifhops, by whom 
the fucceiiion has been immediately handed down 
from one generation to another 3 not excepting 
thofe of our own nation. The abominable wicked- 
ncfs of their lives, particularly their lewdneis^ 
their in&tiable covetoufnefs, and the rapacious 
And crad methods pradifed for maintaining their 
greatncis and their luxury^ prov'd one means of 
''■■■'':' haftening 
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hafteningthe reformation ^ as the corruptnels 
of their dodtrine proved another. For people of 
any fober thought cou'd no more beheve, that 
pien who were thus notorioufly wicked cou'd be 
the minijiers of Chrijiy than that the corrupt do- 
ftrine of the church of Rome cou'd be the dxh 
Brine of Cbriji. And indeed, how can any man 
believe, that ordination by fuch hands is eflential 
to the conftitution of Chrift's church ; or that 
the want of it (hould leave men to the uncove- 
nanted mercies of God ? Thanks to the wife 
and gracious founder of our religion, he hath not 
left us in fo deplorable a cafe : he hath not made 
his church to depend upon the fucceffion of. any 
order of men whatever ; but upon the maintain- 
ing of that holy doiftrine, on which, as upqn a 
rock, he himfelf built it. By virtue of this con- 
ftitution we had a right, and even a duty in- 
cumbent on us, to feparate from io corrupt a 
church as that of Rome^ even in cafe gU the cler- 
gy had refolved to remain in that church, and 
not one had come over with the reformers, to 
ordain the reft. 

It is therefore exceedingly vain and trifling, in 
the author oitbe * Grounds ofcath. doSl. to affirm, 

* that thofe only who can derive their lineage 

* ^-om the apoftles, arc the heirs of the apoftles ; 
' and that confequently they alone can claim a 
^ right to the feriptures, to the adminiftration 

* of Ac fecraments, or aiiy jOhare in the paftoral 
« miniftry ; that 'tis their proper inhcritamre, 
5 which Uiey have received from the apoftles, and 
^ the apofkles from Chrift/ It is vain, and tciflin 
to , talk in this manlier. But^ which is muc 
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worfc for him ; it is dangerous, and even perni- 
cious to his caufe. For hereby he diredly ac- 
knowledges ; that * if he himfelf cannot derive 
his ovs^n lineage from the apoftles, he is no 
heir of the apoftles, and confequently can 
claim no right to the fcriptures, to the admini- 
ftration of the facraments, or any (hare in the 
paftoral miniftry/ Let him therefore prove bis 
lineage from the apoftles ; and give us the line of 
fucceflion, from the apoftles days to his own. 
He is obliged to do it, by affirming in the face 
oY the world, that none are heirs of the apofllesi 
but thofe who can derive their lineage from them. 
And he will do great fervice to his church, if he 
will oblige the world with that clear account of 
an uninterrupted liicceffion, which has neyer yet 
feen the light. But *tis vain to expeft it. 

And 'tis as vain to quote * fcripture in fuch a 
caufe. For whatever commiffion Chrift gave to 
his apoftles, to preach his gofpel and to adminifter 
his ordinances; and whatever affurance he gave,. 
that he would be with them and their fucceflbrs /^ 
the end of the world : they only are herein the 
trae fucceffbrs of the apoftles, who minifter the 
fame ordinances, and preach the fame doftrine 
which Chrift gave io thfe apoflies in commiffion ; 
and not they who fiiDftitute another doftrinc 
and other ordinances in their room. Whatever 
affiirance Chrift gave to his apoftles, that the 
Holy Ghoft, the Spirit of truth Jhould abide with 
them for ever ; yet he never promifed that hi^ 
Spirit fhould abide with thofe,^ who refift and op- 
pofe him. And as to that paiflage, John XX. 2 1 : 

the 
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the circumftances of Chrift's breathing upon the 
afoftles^ and the extraordinary efFedrs which fol- 
lowed their preaching, fhcwed that the commit 
lion then given them had fomcthing Ipeciai in it, 
relating perfonally to themfelves. And tho' 
there is no doubt, that Chrift would have his 
gofpel preached to the end of the world j yet 
this argues nothing in favour of the church of 
Kome : whofe dodtrine is quite different from and 
even contrary to that of Jefus Chrift ; fo that no 
line of fucceflion, tho' ever fo clear and uninter- 
rupted; can convey authority from Chrift or his 
apoftles, to preach fuch a doctrine as theirs is. 
They are not therefore the heirs of the apojiles : 
for they have rejeiSled the apoftolical Jcriptures 
from being their inheritance^ and chofen their 
own traditions. 

'Tis therefore vile fophiftry, under the name of 
the catholic church to infinuate, ^ that * the 

* church of RomCy and that alone, had always 

* avifible being in the world ever fince ChrilVs 

* time/ Forbefides that there was no church 
at all in Rome for fome time after Chrift's aicen- 
iion : there was neither at Rome^ nor in any other 
part of the world, for many ages after Chrift, 
any liich church as the prefent church of Rome^ 
either in xti^Qi of doorine, or diicipline, or 
worfhlp. 

And whereas 'tis afiirm'd, -f* that * the pro- 
^ teftant church came into the world fince the 

* year 1500 5 and that they who came I500 
^ years dfter Chrift came 1500 years too late ta 
^ be the religion or d^urdi of Chrift f 'tis fuffi- 

cient 

^ ^ Gxoundtofcath. dofi.pig. 14. f Hud* 
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cient to anfwer : that the proteftant dodtrine is 
the very dodlrinc of the hew teftament j and con- 
fcquently did not come into the world fince 1500, 
but is as old as the books of the new teftament: 
that the corrupt doftrines of the church of 
Rome are innovations crept in by degrees : that 
what the proteftants did fince 1 500 was the de- 
claring and protefting againft thoie innovations, 
»nd laying hold on the opportunity, which the 
good providence of God prefented, for refcuing 
themfelves from the tyranny of a church, 
which had held them and their fathers in bon- 
dage ; and that whereas many good cltiriftians 
had for a long time before complain'd of the 
corruptions of the Romijh church, and fome hdd 
fuffered martjrdom for oppofing them ; the not 
being in a condition to proteft themielves in the 
pofleffion of a pure dodrine 'till about the year 
i 500, proves no more, than that God^ in the wif- 
dom of his providence, fufiered a corrupt church 
to opprefs them, till that time. But the proof 
of what is really the religion or cburcb of Cbriji 
muft be taken from thofe holy fcriptures, which 
contain that religion, and defcribe that church. 
And proteftants chearfully /ubmit the whole 
caufe to that decifion. 

My only reafon, for this introdudion to pope 
Piuis articles is, as I before oblerved, their conne* 
xion with' that article of the Nicene Creed, which 
mjght make an unwary reader reverence them as 
antcles- of the one^ holy^ catholic^ and Mpojhlic 
churchy la which they have really no relation^ I 
now, come. to. the articles themfelve^ . 
: .. The firft of them is expreffed in ^e following 
words. I. Im 
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I. / Jo moft firmly admit and embrace 
apofiolical and ecclefiafiical tr adit ions j 
and the refi of the obfervances and con- 
fiitutions of the fame church. 

By \the fame church] is meant the one^ boly^ 
catholic, and apojlolic churchy mentioned juft 
before, in the Nicem creed: which characters, 
as we have feen, the church of Rome falfely 
afcribes and confines to herfelf. Eccle/jajiical 
traditions^ and the reft of the obfervances and 
confiiiutions of this church, are here put upon 
the fame foot with apoftoHcal traditions ; and, 
according to the tenor of this article, are to 
be received and entertained with the fanie 
frmnejs. And indeed the church of Rome might 
as well have Called all her own traditions and con- 
ftitutions apoftolical, as fome of thofe which fhe 
does call fo. Now the embracing of all thefe, 
without exception, is, according to theconclu- 
iioH of this creed, made neceffary to xhefahation 
of every private chriftian : for it is there declared 
concerning the whole creed, that without this 
faith no man can be faved. 

But how monibous is the abfiirdity, as 
twdl as the wickednefe, of fbch an impoli- 
tiori ! How is it poffible, that every indivi- 
dual of the coihmdn people fhould moft firm- 
ly admit and embrace all thofc things, which 
this creed calls apoftolical and ecclefajlical tra- 
ditions, and the reft -of the obfervances andconfti- 

tutions 
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tutions of the church : when, in order to do this, 
they muft every one of them be acquainted with 
all ecclefiafticai hiftory, and with all the oral as 
well as written traditions ; and muft, in order to 
the frm admijfion of them, have examined and 
approv'd them ? And even in cafe every private 
chriftian had the opportunity of being acquainted 
with all the traditions and obfervances and conjii^ 
tutions of the church: yet how can he with a good 
confcience^rw/y admit and embrace themy witnout 
a full fatisfad:ion, that all of them are the voy 
mind of God? And how fhall their being delivered 
and decreed by a number of fallible men be able 
to fatisfy any man's confcience, that all thefe 
things are really the mind of God, and that the 
embracing them is necejfary to fahation ? A ter- 
rible ftumbling-block this, at the very entrance ! 
But over it you muft get : otherwifc the whole 
creed fignifies nothing. Implicit faith is the firft 
diftinguifhing charafter of a true Romanijl. If 
you offer to examine, even into ihofe conftitu- 
tions which are of the moft (hocking nature, of 
which there is plenty in the church 01 Rome -^ you 
are by that very means brought into the dange- 
rous fufpicion of herefy. The traditions of 3ie 
church muft be received with the fame reverence 
4tnd pious qffeSlionj as the holy fcriptures them^ 
felves. So the council of T^rent exprefsly declares 
they receive them : * Se/^l IV, deer, de can. Scr. 
And fo muft the people too : or elfe they are by 
the fame council, and aknoft in the fame breathy 
declared accurfed. 

But 

* Pari pietatb aftda ac reverential 
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JBut Chrift has taught us quite anotlier do- 
ftrine. He taught his difciples not to depend 
upon the tradition of the elders-, but to follow the 
command of God m oppofition to it. He charged 
the Scribes and Pkarijees with making the com-^ 
mandment of God of no effeB by their tradition : 
and fignified, that in vain they wcrjhiped God^ 
while they taught for doSirines the commandments ' 
of men: Matt. XV, 6,- 9. By thdr traditions^ 
pretended to be delivered by Mofes, but not coni7» 
mitted to writing, they eluded, and even oppo^ 
ledj the plain written commands of God. And 
in like manner does the church of Rome, by its 
pretended apoftolical traditions^ of which the 
apoftles themielves knew nothing at all, and by 
their own authoritative new conjlittitions^ make 
void the plain dodtrincs of Chrift in the hew 
teftament. 

They pretend, that fome confiderable and itn-^ 
portant parts of the mind of Ghrift, with re- 
gard to our faith and praftice^ were left cut of 
all the writings of the new teftament, to be 
conveyed by tradition ; and that their church is 
in poffeffion of all thofe traditions: and accor*. 
dingly they produce what traditions they pleafe, * 
juft as the exigences of their church require ; and' 
infift upon our receiving and complying with, 
them. But this we cannot do, without cafting con- 
tempt upon that written word, which is in itfelf* 
a perfect 'rule,and fufficient for our guidance; 
and throwing ourfelves into the utmoft danger of 
lofing and adllng contrary to that perfeft mle 
which we ''have already, under the pretence of 
fupplying its defeats. 

E The 
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The fchcme of the gofpel, as it ftands in the 
new teftament, fo fully anfwers all the ends that 
can be defired, for reftoring lapfed mankind; 
propofes meafures for that purpofe fo perfed:ly 
fuited to their neccffities and to the divine perfe- 
ctions ', contains fo copious an account of what 
is required of a chriftian ; and is attended with 
fuch well-grounded aflurances of happinefe to 
thofe who duly regard it, as well as clear proofs 
of its coming from God : that we have abundant 
reafon to believe, that the whole oi the faith once 
delivered to the jaiiits is contained in the books of 
the new teftament ; and that no one thing ef- 
fcntial to a chriftian's charadter, or neceflary to 
his happinefs, is wanting therein. On the fame 
accounts therefore we have reafon to believe, that 
Chrift chofe in this manner to convey to lucceeding 
generations the certain knowledge of that do- 
ctrine of his, which he would have to be the 
rule of their faith and pradlice. Nor indeed is it 
confiftent with that tender concern, which the 
books of the new teftament ftiew Chrift had for. 
our welfare, or with the wifdom which (hines 
thro' the whole fcheme of doSrine thofe books 
contain \ that he fhould choofe to leave any thing " 
of moment to be conveyed by fuch an uncertain 
precarious way as oral tradition. 

It is evident, from the books of the new te- 
ftament, that the gofpel of Chrift was cal- 
culated for all fucceeding generations, as well as 
for that one in which he himfelf lived ; and that 
it was his mind it ftiould be conveyed to future 
ages. We have reafon therefore to believe, he 

would 
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would take care, that the authentic doftrine, 
which his immediate followers received from him, 
fhould in all its eflential parts be conveyed with 
certainty. Accordingly we find, that two of 
* the apoftles, Matthew and Johny employed them- 
felves in writing an account of the life and do- 
ctrine and death and refurredtien of Chrift their 
mafter ; not contenting themfelves merely with 
preaching in his i;ame. The fame was done by 
Mark and LukCy who were not apoftles. And 
Luke in particular affures us, that the view he had 
in writing was, that the certainty of thofe things 
wherein chriftians had been inftruEied might there- 
by be made knmvn; that chriftians might know 
the certainty of thofe things which were mofi furely 
believed in the primitive age: Lukel. i — —4. 
It was manifeftly with the fame view, that John 
wrote his gofpel. For thus he himfe If declares, 
towards the latter end of it: ch. XX. ver. 
30, 31. Many other Jigns truly did Jefus in the 
prejence of his difciples^ which are not written in 
this book : but thefe are written^ that ye might be- 
lieve that Jefus is the Chriji the Son of Gody and 
that believing Jfe might heve life through his name. 
The ample provifion made by other new tefta- 
ment writers in their epiftles, for explaining fome 
* doftrines of chriftainity, which could not fully 
be underftood during Chrift's life, fufBciently 
ihews, that they were diredted by the good Spi- 
rit of God to employ themfelves in that way. 
And the clearnefs with which they have fet forth 
thofe dodtrines is a good proof of the fulfilment of 
the promife of Chrift, wherein he afliired his 

E Z apoftles. 
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apoflles, a little before he left them, that the 

Comforter^ the Holy Ghoji^ whom the Father 

nvQuld fend in his name^ JJjould teach them all 

things^ and bring all things to their remembrance^ 

njohatfoever he had f aid to tkem: John XIV. 26/ 

Now it was of great ioiportance, that fome 

of thefe peribns, tlius infallibly guided, fliould 

commit to writing the fubftance of the chri- 

ftian dodtrine, and the fads to which it appeals 

as teftimpnies of its divine original. For not- 

withftanding the wonderful efficacy of preaching 

the gofpel in the primitive age, by perfons thus 

affifted, and attended with miraculous powers : 

if God in the wifdom of his providence did not 

think fit to continue thefe miraculous powers in 

all generations, as it does not appear he did \ and 

if in this flate of the cafe there had been no writr- 

ten rule provided ; . there mufl have been the ut- 

mofl danger of lofing the true dodtrine of chri^ 

flianity, by reafbn of the great uncertainties tq 

\vhich oral tradition is neceflarily liable. 

But it will be faid concerning fome traditions^ 
that they are not meerly oral, but taken frona 
very ancient writings, near the time of tiie apOr* 
ftles, tho' not contain'd in the books of the new 
teflament. Now a flagrant inflance of the un- 
certainty even of thefe traditions is that of fet-r 
tling the tinae for celebrating Eajler: and with 
that I fhall content myfelf, inftead of entring 
into a larger account According to * Eiifebius^ 
this controverfy was as ancient as Potycarf^ 
time 5 who is faid to have been a hearer and dif? 
^iple of the apoftle John. He, and \yith hini 

the 
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thcchurches oiA/ia oh^vved Eajiery as the yews 
did their paflbver, on the fourteenth day of the 
moon : while jinicetus bifliop of Rwie^ with 
the wejiern churches, kept it always on the firft 
day of the week. The controverfy laAed many 
ages 3 both fides claiming apoJioHcal tradition i 
the one declaring they derived it from St John^ 
the other from St. Peter. And the coniequence 
was y that in the end of the fecond century, Vi^ 
Bor bifliop of Rome excommunicated all the 
churches oiAJiUy and cut them off at one ftroke. 
Yet the controverfy was not ended, till in the 
fourth century the ^Nicene council, by the meer 
force of numbers, decided it in favour of the wejiern 
churches. And then what became of the apo^ 
Jiolical tradition^ derived from St. "John^ and foU 
lowed for fo many generations by the churches in 
AJia? 

But the Romanijis infift, that we are indebted 
to tradition for one conliderable reafon why wc 
receive thofe very Scriptures, which are the rule of 
our faith. Be it fo : yet this will never help the 
caufe of their traditions. For befides that the 
tradition, upon which we receive the books of the 
new teftament, is vaftly different from that upon 
which their unfcriptural dod:rines and practices are 
grounded -, it is to the books themfelves that wc 
are indebted for the certainty of the things they 
contain, and not to the tradition which aiiiires 
us that they were written by the immediate fol- 
lowers of Chrift. The tradition, upon the cre-^ 
dit whereof we receive the books of the new te- 
fl:am?nt, is not that of a particular perfon of 
phurch, concerning a thing faid to have been be- 

. lieved 
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lieved or praftifed a great while before any writ- 
ten account was given of it : but it is the con- 
curring acknowledgment both of friends and 
enemies of chriftianity, in different parts of the 
world, and in feveral fiicceeding ages, that thofe 
books were written by the perfons to whom they 
are afcribed ; and more efpecially a ftrong con- 
curring evidence, from many hands in the early 
ages of the church, that thofe books were con- 
ftantly read in the aflemblies of chriftians, as the 
rule of their religion, and that the doftrine con- 
tained in them was known and oppofed by its 
enemies, as the dodtrine of Jefus Chrift. 

But tho' this tradition is fufficient to afliirc us, 
that the books of the new teftament were the 
genuine writings of Chrift's immediate followers, 
and acknowledged by the primitive chriftians as 
liich : ftill the grand queftion is, whether not- 
withftanding this tradition, we are not indebted 
to the books themfelves for the certainty of the 
things they contain ; or whether the things con- 
tained in thofe books could have been conveyed 
with certainty^ down to our times, by the means 
of oral tradition. 

If we can make any judgment in this cafe from 
what we fee in other inftances^ all certainty 
muft have been loft long before this time j and, 
for want of a written word, it would have been 
in the power of priefts to have trump'd up what- 
ever they pleafed, for a divine tradition, as we 
fee they do at this day, where the written word 
is kept from the people. We fee that a fingle 
narrative or relation of a fadt, tho' attended 
with but few circumftanccs, in a few weeks 
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fuffers great alterations, in being carried about 
only by word of mouth. How great would be 
the alteration at the end of two or three ages 5 if 
the matter was not by that time quite forgotten ? 
How much greater variation then, (I am Ipeak- 
ing of the ordinary courfe of things) how much 
greater variation, I fay, muft fo large a narra- 
tion, as that of the whole evangelical hiftory, 
and fuch a fyftem of dodlrine, as that delivered 
by Chrift and his apoftles, have fuffered, if it had 
not been committed to writing ? And what ne- 
ceflity was there of a {landing miracle in favour 
of oral tradition, when a written word would 
ahfwer all the purpofes we could defire ? 

The dodtrine of the new teftament is of a large 
compafs. The preceptive dodtrine itfelf is very 
copious* And there is fo much of moment iu 
the hiftory of Chrift, for fatisfying us that he 
came from God to deliver thofe precepts, and to 
enforce them with thofe motives which make up 
another part of his dodtrine ^ fo much of mo- 
ment in writing down the period of time 
wherein he appeared, and in naming places and 
perfons, known to agree with the hiftory of that 
time ; fo much of moment in the circumftances 
of his birth, and manner of life, the miracles he 
performed, the prophecies to which he appealed, 
the predi(9:ions ne himfelf delivered, the death he 
fuffered, his rifing from that death, and fending 
down the miraculous gifts of the Holy Ghoft up- 
on his immediate followers : that the doftrine 
itfelf, notwithftanding all his declarations of the 
importance of receiving it, would in the courfe 
of a few ages have had very little regard paid to 

it, 



I t 40 ] 

it, if there had been no fuch circumffemceS to at- 
tend it. And now will any man pretend, that 
all thefe could in any tolerable meafure, accord- 
ing to the ordinary courfe of things, have been 
preferved by tradition^ fo as to gain any degree of 
credit, 500 or 1000 years after the things were 
laid to be tranfadtcd ? He muft have a judgment 
Very different from that of mankind in general, 
who can believe it. And if the fubftance of 
Chrift's dodtrine, together with the hiftorical 
fad:s which fiipport it, would in all probabi- 
lity have been loft, w^ithout a written word to 
convey the tme account of them : what credit 
can we rationally give to ihok fuppofed traditions 
of the apojiles^ which were not committed to 
writing ? or what reafon have we to believe it was 
ever defigned by the apoftles that fuch traditions 
£hould be preferved, which were not by them- 
felves committed to writing, as the main doiSrine 
and the hiftorical fad:s were ? 

It is further to be noted, that the tradition 
above defcribed is not the only reafon why we 
receive the books of the new teftament. For 
the intrinfic goodnefs of the moral doftrine con- 
tained in thofe books fpeaks for itfelf. And a« 
to thofe things, which are peculiar to chriftiani- 
ty : they are fb far from being inconfiftent with 
that reafon and judgment, which teach us to 
fubmit to whatever upon good evidence appears* 
to have the ftamp of divine authority ; that they 
approve themfelves- to a ferious mind, as being 
well fuifed to the condition of thofe to whom 
the gofpel is offered. But the tiaditions of the 
Romijh church, befides that they are defedtive in 

external 
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external evidence, are many of them plainly in- 
confiftent with and contrary to the written word, 
and even to common fenfe ; fo far are they de- 
ftitute of any fufficient teftimony, that ever they 
were taught by Chrift or his apoftles. If any 
of them can be proved from fcripture 5 then 
they ought not to be mentioned in contradidlion 
to it. But the greateft part of them have no pre- 
tence this way : being not only unworthy of the 
apoftles, but manifeftly inconfiftent with their 
acknowledged dodlrine, contained in their wri- 
tings, and with the dodlrine of Chrift, their 
Lord and ours. 

To fet thefe therefore, as the church of Rome 
does, upon an equal foot with the holy fcrip- 
tures, is not only to weaken the faith of chri- 
ftians, but the ready way to deftroy its hy 
drawing ofi^ their minds from a due regard to 
that compleat fcheme oi found do^rine, which 
is a fure rule for their conduft, into an endle{s 
maze of uncertainty at the beft, and a con- 
ftant danger of more and more pernicious errors. 
And what can be the confequence of this, efpe- 
cially when the ufe of the fcriptures is denied 
to the people; but that the people muft entirely 
depend on the prieft, and receive from his mouth 
whatever he is pleafed to call cithtrfcripture or tra- 
dition ? By thefe means the Icripture itfelf is in 
effed: only parcelled out to the people by oral 
tradition. It is at this rate to very little purpoie 
that the word of Chrift is conveyed to the pre- 
ient age in writing. It can be of no efFcdt to 
thofe who truft in traditions, as delivered to them 
by their priefts. For 'tis only the prieft's telling 
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a man, that fuch is the tradition of the church : 
and then, let the thing be ever fo contrary to 
fcripture, he muft comply. 

This is the natural tendency of putting tradi- 
tions upon an equal foot with fcripture. And 
in the church of Rome^ where this is pra6lifed, 
the event anfwers to it. The holy fcriptures are 
hereby loft to the common people: loft, to all the 
excellent purpofes for which they were defigned. 
The people's whole religion is locked up in the 
breaft of the prieft : he thinks it more for his pur- 
pofe to deal in traditions, than in the written 
word : and hence comes that prodigious igno- 
rance in matters of religion, which reigns among 
the common people; and from which, while 
this continues to be their condition, there is no 
hope of reftoring them. 

I cannot leave this article without taking fome 
notice of a text or two of fcripture, upon which 
the * papifts lay a great ftrefs in favour of tradi- 
tion. iT'heJf/W. 15. T^berefore^ brethren^ Jiand 
faft^ and bold the traditions which ye have been 
taught^ ivhetber by word or our epijile. And ch. 
III. ver. 6. We command yoUy brethren^ in the 
name of our Lord Jefus Chrtjiy that ye withdraw 
yourfehes from every brother that walketh difor- 
derlyy and not after the tradition which he re^ 
ceived of us: To the fame purpofe they quote 
I Cor. XL 2. 2 7/V». I. 13. 11. 2. IIL 14. 
But concerning thefe, and all others of like kind, 
it is fufficient to fay in one word : that they ma- 
hifeftly relate to what thefe chriftians, and the 
evangelift Timothy in particular, had with their 

own 
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own ears heard from an infpired apoftle, and fo 
were in no danger of forgetting ; which cafe is 
intirely different from that of traditions, handed 
down by word of mouth from one generation to 
another, by perfons not infpired. So that there 
is not the leafl refemblance between the tradi-- 
tiom here fpokcn of, and thofe of the church of 
Rome. 

The fecond article of pope P/V/j's creed is 
this. 



IL / do admit the holy fcripture in 
the fame fenfe^ which holy mother church 
hath held and doth hold\ wbofe bujinefs 
it is to judge of the true fenfe and inter- 
pretation of the holy fcriptures : nor will 
I ever receive or interpret them other- 
wife than according to the unanimous 
confent of the Fathers. 

From the tenor of this article it appears, that 
the fcripture in general is accounted fo obfcure, 
even in things of greatefl importance, that the 
common people mufl by no means be allowed 
to take their own fenfe of it, but mufl have re- 
courfe to the interpretation of the church. But 
this is quite contrary to the tenor of Chrifl's do- 
ctrine: who exhorted, and even charged and com- 
manded the common people, to fearcb the/crip^ 
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tureSy in 'which they thought they had eternal life : 
and gave this reafon for it ; becauje thofe fcrip^ 
lures tejiijied of him. John V. 39. Now this 
exhortation, and this reafon for it, he could 
never have given, if he had thought it out of the 
power of the common people, by diligent/^^/rfift 
to under ftand the fcriptures, or to fee that they 
did indeed tejiify of him. And further : if we 
will believe an apoftle of Chrift, the firipture is 
able to make us wife unto falvation^ through faith 
in Chriji Jefus ; being given by infpiration of God^ 
for this very purpofe^ that it may be profitable for 
doBrine^ for reproof for correSiion^ for infiru^ 
dlion in right eoujnefs ; that the man of God may be 
perfeSiy thoroughly furnijhed unto good works. 
2 T!im III. 15, 16, 17. Now thefe ends it is 
impoflible the fcripture ftiould ever anfwer, if it 
be fo very obfcure in thofe things upon which 
falvation depends, that a fincere enquirer, of an 
ordinary capacity, could not be able to under- 
ftand it, or would, for want of the church's 
help, be in danger of perverting it to his ruin. 
They were not, it feems, fo difficult, but that 
timothy bad known them from a child: even thofe 
very fcriptures y which, in the next words, 
St. Paul tells him were able to make him wife unto 
falvation. And yet it does not appear, that in 
his childhood he had any other teachers, than his 
grandmother Loisy and his mother Eunice. 

But the Romanijls pretend to prove, from fcrip- 
ture itfelf, -f that ' the fcripture is not clear and 
* plain in all things neceiTary ; that is to fay, in 
' all fuch points wherein our falvation is fo far 

* concerned 
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* concerned, that the mifunderftanding and tnlC- 

* interpreting of it may endanger our eternal 

* welfare/ They quote for that purpofe St. P^- 
ter's words, 2 Pet. III. i6. that in St. Paul'j epi^ 

^les there are fome things hard to be underjioody 
which they who are unlearned and unftable wreji^ 
as they do aljb the other fcriptures^ unto their own 
deJiruSiion. 

Now in anfwer hereto it is evident, that the 
things hard to be underjioody whether in St. P^luVs 
epijllesy or in the other fir iptures^ could not be 
the things neceflary to falvation : for they muft 
be plain ; or elfe they cannot anfwer the end, 
which St. Paul himfelf declares they are able to 
anfwer, and for which they were manifeftly given; 
which is, to make us wifi unto fahation^ 2 Tim. 
III. 15, 16. But when men will leave thofe 
things which are plain and of neceflary ufe, and 
will lay a ftrefs upon thofe which are really hard 
and myftcrious 5 of which kind there are un- 
doubtedly fome things in St. Paufs writings; 
when right or wrong they will needs make thefe 
to ferve their own fchemes and defigns : they are 
then by the righteous judgment of God permitted 
to run into fuch labyrinths of error, as endanger 
their falvation. And thefe are the unlearned and 
unftable men the apoftle fpeaks of. 'Tis plain he 
does not mean that kind of learningyVf^iicYi relates 
to languages and arts ; but to Jiability in religion. 
Such were fome in the apoftles days : who had 
learned chriftianity to fo little purpofe, and were 
fo far from being well ejiablijhed in it, that they 
wou'd be of any fide to avoid perfecution ; and 
yet made mighty pretcnfions to extraordinary 
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knowledge in the fecrets of the Almighty, Were 
it not for their injiability and corrapt bials, even 
the hardt^Gkgts of fcripture would not have been 
perverted^ or mifinterpreted to their own damage; 
but, with the help of time and diligence, impro- 
ved to fome ufeful purpofe. It was their own 
cormpt difpofition, that hindered their learnings 
and rendred them unftable. And yet even thefc 
unlearned and unftable men arc neither by this nor 
any other text forbidden the ufe of fcripture ; or 
referred to tradition as a plainer and fafer rale ; or 
diredled to authoritative interpreters. Nor will 
their abufing and perverting fome difficult parts of 
fcripture ever prove ; that all fcripture Hiould be 
kept from the people \ or that tradition is to be 
depended on inftead of it; or that the fenfe of 
mother church fhould be fetch'd from an autho- 
ritative interpreter. The very contrary is the trae 
inference. That is to lay : if fome men, through 
the inftability and corrupt biafs of their minds, 
pervert fome parts of fcripture to their own da- 
mage ; we ought with fincere minds to ftudy the 
whole, and improve the knowledge we gain to 
the beft and moft ufeful purpofes. 

In like manner * the Romanijis pervert that 
other faying of the fame apoftle, 2 Pet. I. 20, 
that no prophecy of the fcripture is of any private 
interpretation. For the apoftle himfelf, in the 
very next words, (hews that hereby he only 
means, that prophecy came not from the prophet's 
own fuggeftion, but from the infpiration of God. 
Ver. 2 1. For the prophecy came not in old time by 
the will of man ; but holy men of God Jpake as 

they 
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they were moved by the holy Ghoft. It is plain there- 
fore, that the apoftle had no thought of forbid- 
ding or difcouraging private perfons from inter- 
preting fcripture for themfelves : but rather would 
excite all chriftians to ftudy the fcriptures, and 
particularly the prophetical, as the fubjed: he was 
treating of led him ; becaufe the prophets fpoke, 
not by their own impulfe, but that of the Spirit 
of God. 

But it is farther pretended, * that ' Chrift has 

* left his church, and her paftors and teachers, 

* to be our guides in all controverfies relating to 

* religion, and confequently in the underftanding 

* of holy writ/ And for this purpofe the author 
of the Grounds, &c, produces a paffage, which 
does not at all relate to the interpreting of holy 
writ, but only to the infpired teaching and teach- 
ers of Chrift's doftrine in the primitive times. 
'Tis in Eph. IV. ii — 15. Concerning which I 
(hall only obferve; that the pajlors and teachers 
there fpoken of, were the infpired pajlors and 
teachers of thofe primitive times. For they, as 
well as the apojiles and prophets and evangelijis^ 
are mentioned by the apoftle as gifts^ given by 
our Lord, when he afcended into heaven. And 
concerning the lame infpired teachers, particular- 
ly the ap^JileSy are thofe words of St. ^ohn to be 
underftood, which are by this author moft pre- 
fumptuoufly applied to the paftors and teachers 
of the prefent times : i yob. IV. 6. He that 
knoweth God, heareth us: by this we know thejpi^ 
rit of truths and the fpirit of error. Let them, 
who wou'd fet up any teachers at this day with 

this 
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this authority, firft prove, that they arc inlpired 
with the fame divine, infallible Spirit. 

This the Romanijls cannot pretend to do. And 
yet you fee by this article, they are refolved that 
the church, and not the fcriptures, fhall be the 
foundation of a chriflian's faith. And therefore 
the eftablifliing of this article is doing the very 
thing, vvrhich our blefled Lord charges upon the 
Scribes and PharifeeSy Mat. XV. 9. making tbei 
commandment of God of no effeSt by their traditi" 
ons. For let it be ever fo certain, that the fcrip- 
tures are the v^ord of God, and defign'd by him 
to be the rule of our faith and prad:ice : yet you 
fhall never be the better for that, becaufe you are 
obliged to take them in that fenfe, not which you 
yourfelf fee they contain, but which the church 
fhall be pleas'd to impofe upon you 5 that is, ia . 
fhoft, what the priefts fhall think fit to decree. 
For after all their folemn talk of mother churchy 
and of antiquity y unity ^ univerfality^ and the 
like, as marks of the true church, in all which 
points the truth is really againfl them 3 it is noto- 
rious, that what the church of Rome requires you 
to obey is the decrees of her priefls. Thefe make 
themfelves the very church. And you do by this 
article abfolutely profefs faith in the church : and 
declare, as the * fynod of I'rent does, that it is her 
biijinefs and right to judge concerning the truefen/e 
of fcripture. The confequence whereof, as this 
decree is form'd in a diredt oppofition to private 
judgment, is, that your own judgment about the 
meaning and intent of God's word flands for no- 
thing: in which, cafe the word itfelf is of no ef-^ . 
feSl to you. 

♦ Seff. IV. deer, de can, fcript But 
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But how contradiSory are thefe things to the 
common fenfe of mankind ? If there is a revela- 
tion given from heaven for our guidance in the 
way thither ; and if this revelation declares, that 
according to our reception of it, and by the rules 
contained in it, we (hall be judged at the laft day ; 
and if we muft every one be judged for himfelf, 
as it is certain we muft : then it is of the higheft 
importance, that we judge every one for himfelf 
concerning the mind of God contained in fcrip- 
turc, and not fuffer the church, or any body of 
men jn the world, to judge for us. But then the 
Romijh church would be utterly rained^ and 
therefore it is no wonder that they lay it for a 
fundamental article, that private judgment is by 
no means to be allowed. 

But let us look a little farther into the mon- 
ftrous abfiirdity of this article, confidered as 
bound upon the confciences of the common peo- 
ple. Every one of them is hereby obliged to re^ 
ceive the holy fcripture in the fame Jenje which ho^ 
ly mother church hath held and doth hold: and the 
conclulion of the creed tells you, that without 
this you cannot be faved. And did pope Pius 
really believe, that it was in the power of every 
private chriftian tp know what fenfe mother 
church always had, and has at this day, con- 
cerning the feveral parts of fcripture 5 or that be- 
lief muft or can be fofpended by every private 
chriftian, till he comes to be acquainted with this 
iaxciz fenfe of holy mother church ? Has that which 
he calls holy mother church always and in all 
points believed and profefted the fame things ? 
Has there not been a grpat, diverfity of fenti-. 

C merits 
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ments in the church concerning fome paflages of 
fcripture? And is not fuch diverfity very con fi- 
ftent with a found faith, and a chriilian life ? 
But on wliich fide foever the truth is ; how (hall 
a private chriftian, not train'd up to literature, 
but engaged in conftant bufinefs for his neceflary 
fupport ; how, I fay, fhall fuch a one be able to 
know what have been the fentiments of the 
church in all paft ages ? How fliall he fearch in- 
to all ecclefiaftical antiquity, and judge concern- 
ing it ? And indeed, if he could j to what pur- 
pofe would it be, with regard to his own moft 
important interefts ? 

It is plain, that fuch a perfon cannot hinifelf 
form the judgment, which by this article he U 
obliged to make. It is therefore as plain, that 
he is to take the prieft's word for it. What the 
the pricft tells him is and always has been the fenji 
of the churchy he muft be obliged to believe. 
Yet even here he will be in a miferable ftate of 
uncertainty \ becaufe the priefts themfelves, and 
the greateft dolors of their church, differ among 
themfelves, about the interpretation of fcripture. 
And therefore there is no way of coming at a 
folid fatisfaftion, but the true proteftant way, of 
getting the befl helps we can, and then judging 
for our felves. 

I fhall only jufl obferve, concerning the latter 
part of this article, wherein the private chriftian 
promifcs never to interpret fcripture otherwife 
than according to the unanimous confent of the fd-- 
thers ; that the neceffary confequence is, he muft 
never interpret the fcripture at all^ or take it in 
any fenfe whatever. For it is ceftafe, from the 

writings 
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writings of the fathers, that there was no fuch 
thing as a unanimous confent among them ; tliat 
in the fame age fome differed from others, as well 
as that one generation produced fentiments con- 
trary to thofe of former ages: and not only fo ; 
but that the fathers differed from themfelves, juft 
as men in the prefent age are known to do. 
What becomes then of this unanimous confent of 
the fathers^ or what bufinefs has any chriftian 
to make it an article of his faith ? But fo the 
church of Rome has by the mouth of pope Fius 
decreed : and herein has evidently taught for do- 
Brines the commandments of men. 
The third article is as follows. 



III. / do profefs and believe : that 
there are truly and properly f even facra- 
mefits of the new law^ injlituted by ye-- 
Jus Chrifi^ and necejfary to the falva- 
tion of mankind^ thd not all of them 
necejfary to every one ; that is to fay^ 
baptifnty confirmationy the eucharijly 
penancey extreme unEliony order Sy a?id 
matrimony : and that they confer grace : 
and that among thefcy baptifm and or-* 
ders cannot be reiterated without facri- 
legg. I do likermfe receive and admit 
the received and approved rites of the 

G 2 catholic 
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catholic church in the folemn admintjira- 
tion of all the of or ef aid facraments. 

This article introduces a ttifling difpute about 
the number oi facraments i trifling in this re- 
fpeft, becaufe it is about the meaning of a word, 
which is never once in the whole new teftament 
ufed in that fenfe, to which it is here applied. 
But befides this, the article is full fraught with 
errors : and ends, like the two preceding, with 
a blind, implicit faith in the church ; admitting 
and receiving all the received rites of the churchy 
be they ever fo inconfiftent with the written 
commands of the great legiflator. 

With regard to thefe rites of adminijlrationy I 
cannot forbear obferving, how much the church 
of Rome has darkened the plain inftitutions of 
Chrift by fuperftitious additions of her own. 
Particularly, the ordinance of baptifm, which in 
its naked fimplicity clearly holds forth the dc- 
figns for which it was appointed, is mofl mifc- 
rably defaced and abufed by the exorcifms, or 
driving out of devils, the breathings, the impo- 
fitions of hands, the fait, the oil, the incenfe, 
the fpittle, and a great number of other addi- 
tions, to which the Roman ritual diredls, but 
which have no footflep in Chrift's own inftitu- 
tion. In the eucharift they have added the ido- 
latrous adoration of the hoft: not to mention 
the luftrations of the people, the variety of the 
priefl's garments according to different feafons, 
the frequent joinings of his hands, crofSngs of 
his breaft, kneelings, turnings of his whole bo- 
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dy, lighting of candles in broad day-light, cere* 
monies at uncovering and covering the pyxis, fe- 
paration of priefts and people in communicating, 
ferving the priefls always firft, and many more 
particulars, which might be mentioned. Innu- 
merable almoft are the ceremonies, with which 
the church of Romt has darkened and difguiied 
thefe two plain inftitutions of Chrift. No won- 
der therefore, that they are fo ceremonious in 
other points. No wonder, that their own facra»> 
ment of penance, which you are to take for the 
whole procefs of Chrift's doctrine of repentance^ 
requires the iervile kneeling to the prieft, in con- 
feilion and abfolution ; and the endlefs fuperfti- 
tions of obeying his commands, arbitrarily en- 
joined as fatisfadions for fin. Nor is there any 
room to wonder at the tireibme, unieaibnable ce- 
remonies ufed in extreme uncflion, about a poor 
dying creature, who wants all the comfort hi$ 
friends can give him : or at the magnificence of 
their facrament of orders, in fetting one frail 
mortal apart to minifter in holy things to others^ 
fo vaftly different from the fimpiicjty of the pri- 
mitive times. To fay nothing of the other R<h 
mijh facraments : thefe things, one would think, 
ftiould be enough with thofe who have ever ftu- 
died their bible, to convince them, that popery 
is fomething very different from chriilianity. For 
if they are the fame thing ; why does popery (o 
much abound in rituals, and lay iiich a fbeis 
upon them ? why are not papifts content with 
Chrifl's own dir^dlions, which in the ritual kind 
are very few ? why will they ordain fo many 
f ites and ceremonies pf their own ? and why 

efpecially 
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efpecially will they bind them ail upon the con- 
fciences of people, as of mceffity to falvation f 
Yet this is the very cafe of this article's enjoin- 
ing the reception of the approved rites qjr the 
churchy compared with the conclufion of the 
creed, where the whole is declared to be of fuch 
importance, that without it no man can be Javed. 
But the fame thing is more fully and clearly ex- 
prefled by the council of Trent: which diredtly 
pronounces ^ anathema upon any man who Jhall 
fayy that the received and approved rites of the ca- 
tholic churchy accuftomed to be praSlifed in thefh 
lemn adminijiration of the JacramentSy may either 
be contemnedy or without Jin omitted by the minh- 
Jters : and every one knows, that by the catholic 
church they mean their own. 

Concerning the facraments themfelves, this ar- 
ticle roundly affirms, that Je/us Ckriji has injii^ 
tutedfeveUy as necejfary to the falvation of man-- 
kind: and the -f- council of Trent pronounces ac- 
curfed all thofe, who Jhall fayy that Chrifi infiitu- 
ted more or lejs than Jeven. But how (hall we 
come to know that Chrift has inftituted foch a 
number of facraments ^ and which they are? 
Where is the inftitution ? In what part of the 
new teftament is it to be found ? Proteftants in 
general are fo unhappy, that they are not aUe to 
find it. But befides: if any thing like an infti- 
tution could be found out for all thefe feyen &- 
craments; where is the promife, by virtue of 
which they confer grace ? And forther ; where 
and when did our Lord make them all necejfary 

to 
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to the falvation of mankind? Their laving claufe 
will not help them in this cafe ; wherein they 
fay, that theje Jacraments are not all necejjary to 
every one. For there may be cafes, wherein, 
according to the expreis tenor of the gofpel 
conftitution, and the declaration of Ghrift him- 
^If, not one of them (hall be necejfary tofalva^ 
tion : for example, when a man i^ convinced of 
the truth of the chriftian dodrine, and with 
his very heart and foul embraces it, but has not 
by the providence of .God an opportunity for 
having any one of thefe ordinances admin iftred 
to him. Such was the cafe of the thief on the 
crofs : v^^ho, according to the acknowledgment 
of Chrift himfelf, became a hearty believer in 
him juft before his death, and had the promife of 
entring ivith him that day into paradife. This 
indeed is no ground of encouragement for de- 
fpifing or negleding any inftitution, which really 
has the flamp of Cbrift's authority, when the 
good providence of God allows opportunity to 
comply with it : nor would I dare to promife 
fefety to any man in that cafe. But however, it 
is a proper rebuke to the confidence of pope Fius\ 
nvho declares all the fcven ii^wfyS facraments 
to be neceffary to the fahation of mankind: and 
ei the council of l^rent ; which curfes to the pit 
of hell * all thofe who jhall jay tbey are mt^gcef- 
fary tofalvation^ and curfes || all thofe likewife^ who 
Jhall fay that any one of the feven is not truly and 
properly a facrament injiituted by Jefus Chriji. 

But befides the prefumptioii of thefe declarati- 
ons, and the unchriftian bitternefs of the curfes, 

there 
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there are corruptions of a pernicious nature in the 
dodrinal part of the Romjh facraments. The very 
notion of an indeleble cbaraBer^ given in baptifm^ 
which is the reafon afligned by the ^ council of 
Florence why tha^ ordinance fbould not be reite- 
rated, has a tendency to make children^ when 
they grow up, negledi: inward and real religion 
as unneceiTary. And as the fame indeleble cbara^- 
Ber is like wife affirmed to \yt ^f imprejfed an the 
foul in the facrament of confirmation, which is 
ufually adminiflred to very young people ; the 
fame dangerous indolence is hereby more encou- 
raged. By the fame indeleble cbaraffer^ com- 
municated in the facrament of orders, the 
wicked men among the clergy, who 'tis to be 
feared amount to a large number, are hardned in 
their wickednefs. 'Tis much to the like purpofe, 
that the council of Florence :}: affirms concerning 
the £icrament of the eucharif):, that in rejpeS rf 
fiijlenance^ increafe^ recruit y and delight ^ it operates 
all that eff'eB with regard to the Jpiritual life^ 
which material food and drink operate with regard 
to the corporeal. And from this dodxine, and 
from the commands of the || canon law to give 
this facrament as a viaticum to dying malefadors 
and others, it is no wonder that the common 
people fhould look upon it as a fort of charm in 
the very external adion itfelf, to defend the 

foul 

* Condi. Flor. apod Labbc» torn. XIII. pag. 53$. f ibid. 

% Omnem efiedbim, quern materiAlis cibus Sc poCus quoad vitam 
agunt corporalem» fuftentando, augendo, reparando Sc dele£laiido ; 
facramentum hoc quoad vitam operatur ijpiritualein. LabbS^ Cwcii. 
Um.XllL fag. ^^y. 

II Deer. part. II. cauT. 13. quaeft. a. cap. 30. Decret. Gregor. 
lib. V. tit. 18. cap. 2. tit. 38. cap. 1 1. Clementin. lib. V. tit. 9* 
cap. I. . 
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Ibul from all evil, and thereby incur the danger 
of negle<3:ing the true defign of facraments, and 
of becoming ftrangers to ferious religion. Tran- 
fubftantiation, another dodlrinal part of this ia- 
crament, will be confidered in an article by itfelf, 
and therefore I fhall J&y nothing of it now. 

But how abominably does the church oi Rome 
ufurp the divine prerogative, and enflave the con- 
iciences of men, in their pretended facrament 
of penance ? How diredtly do auricular confef- 
£on and prieftly abfolution, as eftablifhed and 
pradifed in that church, tend to make vicious 
men defpiic the thought of reftraining corrupt 
aflfeaions ; when they fee, that upon confefling 
to a prieft, fubmitting to the penance enjoined, 
and receiving abfolution, which it is no difficult 
matter to come at, they may repeat their beloved 
fins as often as they will, and make no doubt 
of getting a compleat abfolution from all fins 
whea they corne to die? And what miferable 
fl:raits are the * papifts reduced to, for fupport- 
ing this their facrament of pejiance, when they 
are forced to have their chief recourfe to expreffi- 
ons which are manifefl:ly figurative ; fuch as thofe 
of our Saviour, John XX, 22, 23. and Mat. 
XVIII. 16. and in oppofition both to reafon and 
fcripture will needs take them in a literal fenfe I 
The former of thefe texts is a commiflion given 
by our Lord to his apoftles : and, upon compa- 
ring it with other pafiages of the new tefl:ament, 
plainly appears to relate to the awful efieds of 
their preaching that gofpel, the reception of 
which would fecure the forgivenefs of fins, and 
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the rejedlion of which would faften men's fins 
upon them. It is in reality the fame commiflion, 
which was given in plainer words, Mark XVL 
15, 16. Go ye into all the worlds and preach the 
gojpel to every creature : he that believetb and 
is baptized Jhall befaved , but he that believetb not 
Jhall be damned. The apoftles, by their preadi- 
ing, were to be the happy inftruments of con- 
veying this falvation : and therefore their preach- 
ing is, in a figurative way of fpeech, not unaptly 
ftiled remitting of Jin. And in like manner 
all good chriftians, even they who are not foit 
forth to preach, are aflTured by the apoftle yameSy 
V. 20, that if they become the happy means of 
converting a Jinner from the error of his way^ 
they jhall favc a foul from death. And as the 
word preached by the apoftles would be furc to 
have its efFedt, whether received or rejeftcd : fo 
the apoftles, whp preached it, might for the fame 
reafon be faid to retain the fim of thofe who re- 
jfedted it, as to remit the fins of thofe who cm- 
traced it. The fcriptures abound with figurative 
cxpreflions of this kind \ where the eflFeft is as- 
cribed to the inftrament employed, even in cafes 
where it is moft evident, that God himfelf is the 
;rand efficient. So Jer. I. 9, lo. God him- 
blf tells the prophet, See I have fet thee this day 
over the nations and over the kingiwms, to root oufy^ 
4nd to pull downy and to dejiroy^ and to throw 
down I to build and to plant. The meaning of 
which exprefllons, it is manifeft, can be no more^ 
than that God fent him to deliver to the nations 
that word of his, which^ if not complied with, 
fliould have thefe terrible eflfeite. It is plain, by 
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the condud: of the apoftles, that they thus un- 
derftood their mailer's words in the XXth of 
yohn*^ and not of receiving fecret confeflions, 
and thereupon giving abfolution : for there id not 
one fyllable in the whole new teftament which 
intimates they were ever fo employed. And yet 
they muft have been the fitteft men in the world 
to grant fuch abfolutions : and accordingly fuch 
crouds would have flocked daily to them,that they 
would have had no time to do any thing elfe, tf 
they thcmfelves had believed that Chrift gave 
them authority for that purpofe. 

As to that other text, Mat. X VIIL it fignifies, 
Aat wherever any fociety of chriftians, adting 
agreeably to the known mind of Chrift, with- 
drew from a diforderly perfon, their condud 
therein fljtould be ratified and approved of God j 
and that they fhould have the fame divine appro- 
bation when, upon fuch perfons repentance, they 
jeceived him again. But all this is fpoken to the 
apoftles, not in their apoftolical charad:er, but 
-confidered in general as fubjedts of the kingdom of 
heaven \ as appears from the foregoing parts of th^ 
''&me chapter. 

As to the power of binding and loojing^ promi- 
icd to St. Feter^ Mat. XVI. 19. that has a mani- 
feft connexion with the grant made to him of 
the keys of ti>e kingdom of beaifen -, that is,^ of 
opening the doftrine of that kingdom, by being 
firft employed to preach it. And thus the words 
perfedly agree with that other figurative text^ 
^obn XX. concerning the awful effeds of preach- 
ing Chrift's gofpel 

But from fiich figurative expreflions as thefe, 
for mortal men to pretend to for^wc tha ^w^ <i£ 
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their fellow-creatures, in the charader of * ^^- 
fidents and judges \ and, in order to this forgivc- 
nefs, to impofe what punifhmenls they pleafe, as 
the Romijh priefts do, in their facramcnt of pe- 
nance \ is, I think, little better than a blafphc- 
mous perverfion of Chrift's words, to a fcnfe 
which 'tis impoffible (hould ever have entered into 
his mind. 

But 'tis plain, that the Romijh Clergy have 
been long fince refolved to get all power, of every 
kind, into their own hands : and fince they had 
no other way to arrive at temporal power, than 
by pretending that it is the confequence of their 
fuUnefs of fpiritual power, committed to them 
by Jefus Chrift 3 no wonder, that they have 
catched at any appearances from fuch words of 
our Saviour, as they thought might moft eafily 
be perverted to their purpofe. It is too evident, 
that with this view they have abufed the texts 
juft now confidered. And when by fuch me- 
thods the laity have been perfuaded, that it was 
in the power of priefts to forgive or to retain their 
Jins ; no wonder that upon their claim the igno- 
rant people, and ignorant fuperftitious prince 
too, have been ready to give up all power into 
their hands. It was after a train of fuch impu- 
dent claims on the one hand, and wretched 
fubmiffions on the other, that pope Boni^ 

face 

*^ The council qf Trent not only afcribes to priefb the chara£^er 
pi frefidents and judges ^ for remitting or retaining of fens i Scff. XIV, 
cap. 5. 4fi icenit, and fpeak% of the penitents in confeffion as 
hrwght before a tribunal ^ that by the fentence (f the frieft they may 
be deli'oeiped from their fens ; cap. 6. but in the 9th canon of. the 
iame feilion pronounces a folemn anathema upon any one who fhall 
deny, that the facramental abfetbttion tfthefriefe is a judicial aSt. 
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face VIIL had the affurance to fay, what is 
fince made an authentic part of the canon 
law : * Both Jwords are in the power of the 
church 5 to wity thefpiritual Jword, and the ma^ 
ferial: but this indeed is to be exercifed for the 
church ', that by the church : this by the hand of 
the priejl'y that by the hand of kings and foldierSy 
but at the beck and according to the patience of the 
priejl. Now it is neceffaryy that there be ajword 
under afword\ and that the temporal authority be 

JifbjeSl to the Jpiritual power. T'herefore ij the 

earthly power deviates from its duty, it Jhall be 
judged by the Jpiritual power : if the inferior fpi^ 
ritual power deviates^ it Jhall be judged by itsfu^ 
perior: butifthefupremCy by God alone y it can-- 
not be judged by man. 

The pernicious tendency, and the dreadful re- 
al confequences of the Romijh iacrament of pe- 
nance, with regard to the unlimited power which 
it puts into the hands of the prieft, by revealing 
to him every fecret of the penitent's mind, muft be 
my apology for fpending fo much time upon it. It 
muft be own'd, that all the Romijh facraments 
are not equally corrupt and dangerous \ and that 
many things in them might be borne with, if 
there was not fuch a ftrefs laid upon them. Thus 
as to confirmation; it is notorious^ that great 
numbers of proteftants praftife it. And if any 

chriftians 

* Uterque ergo eft in poteftate ecdefiae ; fpiritalis icilicet gladi- 
lis, Sc materiftlis ; ied is quidem pro ecclefia, ille vero ab ecclefia 
exerceiKlus ; ille iacerdotis, is manu regum & milituxn, fed ad nu- 
. turn Sc patiendam &cerdotis^ Oportet aatem Radium efTe fub gla- 
dioy & temporakm a\ifU>ritatem {piritali fubjici poteftati. — ^Em) fi 
<)eviat terrena potefias, judicabitur a poteftate fpirituali : fed h de- 
viat fpiritalis minor, i fyo fuperiori : ii vero fuprema ; a folo Deo, 
non ab homine poterit judicaii. MfctravM €9mmm^ ir m«f«rv tf 
Sibed. Ub.ls Ht. S.cap. I. 
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chriftians choofc to have their paftor lay hands 
on catechumens, and pray for them, after thejr 
have been vrell: inftrudled in the faith, into thi 
profeffion of v^rhich they Mrerc baptized; who 
fhall hinder them ? But this is not enough in th€ 
church of Rome. There this is made a facra^ 
ment, neceffary to fahation : an indeleble chants 
iter is faid to be thereby imprels'd upon the foul : 
and 'tis affirmed by the council of Florence^ that 
* the Holv Gboji is therein giljen Jor Jirengtby as 
he was given to the apojiles on the day of pentecoft*, 
io the end that the cbrijiian may boldly confejs the 
name of Chriji. 

In like manner we might fay with regard tb 
extreme undtion : if any chriftians are fatisiied, 
that their elders have that inwrought prayer lif 
faith y which in the days of the apoftle -f- James 
was ufed over the lick, and which was eiFedhial 
for their recovery ; by all means let it be ufed. 
But thea let it be remembered, that this is quite a 
different thing from the Romijh facrament : where 
the undion is applied to J thofe only, whole life 
is delpaired of, and with a view to their death, 
and not to their recovery 3 where it is ul^d chief- 
ly with the view of remitting fins, and healing 
the foul J and with regard to which the | council 
of Trent damns you to hell,- if you will not ac- 
knowledge it to be a facrament inftitutedby Chriji-^ 
or if you deny ** that it remits fins \ or affirm,. 
that it has ceafed^ as being originally only a gift 
tf healing. Again: 

* Efiedltts autem hujus facramenti efl, quia in eo datur Spiritin 
iandu» ad robur, iicut datus ed apoftolis in die pentecoftes ; ut vi- 
delicet chriftianua audader ChrifU confiteatur nomen. Labbii tarn 
XIII. pmg, 536. f Jam. V. 15, 16. 

X C(Hicil. Trid. SdT. XIV. de extrem. und; Cap. 3. 
fibid, oan. i. *♦ can. a. 
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Again : if any man enters into holy orders, or 
a marriage ftate 5 let him behave himfelf iiiit- 
ably to the obligations he takes upon him. But 
then, let not diofe who enter into orders pre- 
tend that they do thereby receive the gift of the 
Holy Ghofty in the fame fenfe in which St. Paul 
put I'imothy in mind he had received it by the im* 
pofition of his hands: 2 7tm. I. 6. And further, 
let it be aik'd; why are thefe two obligations, of 
orders and marriage, by the church of Rome 
made inconfiftent with each other ? when neither 
Chrift nor his apoftles ever forbad minifters to 
marry; when Paul afferted his power for that 
purpofe, and obferved that Peter and other apo- 
illes were married men. i Cor. IX. 5. The 
author of the * Grounds does very well in ac- 
knowledging here, that *the reaibn why the 

* church does not allow of the marriage of the 

* clergy, is becauie upon their entring into holy 
^ orders they make a vow or folemn promife to 

* God and the church, to live continently : and 

* that ftie receives none to holy orders^ but thofe 

* that make this vow, becaufe (be does not 
< think it proper that they, who by their office 

* and fund:ions ought to be wholly devoted to 

* the fervice of God and the jcare of fouls, ihou'd 
"* be diverted from thefe duties by the diftradions 
^ of a married life.' The whole affair is here 
very juftly and truly put upqn the will and plea- 
fure of the chuFch. But who gave th^;. church 
the power thus to detern:iine ? who gave her the 
power to require this vow of the clergy ? when 
^d himfelf laid no fuch reftridion ; and when 

indeed 
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indeed he has plainly iignUied^ that he avoided 
fuch reilridtions to any kind of perfons, to the 
end that they might live continently^ As for the 
advice given by the apoftle, i Cor. VII. 32^ 33. 
that related only to the then prefefrt diftrefs ; as 
appears from ver. 26, And yet, in the very ikmc 
chapter, ver. 2. he aftually recommended mar- 
riage, for the fake of living corainently^ to all 
perfons v^ithout exception. And writing to TV- 
mothy^ . I Him. IV. i, 3. he makes the Jor^ 
bidding to marry a mark oi /educing Jpirits^ and 
a dqSlrine of .devils. And what miichiefs the 
pretended celebacy of the Romijh clergy has in-* 
troduced, by their innumerable whor«loms, a- 
dulterips, and murders of the fpurious ofFspringi 
and by making the clergy a body diftind from, 
and of an oppofite intereft to the laity, their hi- 
ftory will abundantly teflify. > 

But there is one corruption, which has not yet 
been mentioned : which extends itfelf to all the 
Romijh facraments; and which, tho' it was 
plainly defigned to give the priefts a plenitude 
of power, yet in its natural confequences falls as 
heavy upon themfelves as upon the people. It 
is the doftrine of the neceflity of the prieft't 
good intention, in order to the efficacy of the 
facraments he adminifters. This is mentioned by 
the "f- council of Florence^ in the foUovring wordi{ 
after the mention of all the feven iacrament& 
jill theje facraments arc made up of three partst 

that 

f Haec omnia facramenta tribus perficiuntur : videlicet rebus. 
tanquam materia; verbis, tanquam formal Sc perfond miniftxt 
con&rentis faci-amentum, cum intentionefaciendi quod fecit ecde*- 
iia. Quorum fi aliquid defit, non perfidtur iacramentum, JL^bU^ 
Conci/, t^m. XJll, ^.535. 
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that is to fay ^ of things^ as the matter ; of words ^ 
as the form ; and of the per/on of the minijier who 
confers the Jacrament, with the intention of doing 
that which the church does : of which parts if any 
one be wanting^ the facrament is not perfeiiea. 
Nay, fuch a ftreis do tbey lay upon the right 
intention of the minijier ; as rather to allow the 
validity of miniftrations, which themfelves will 
by no means own to be regular, than to drop 
this grand point. Thus, within a few fentences 
after that juft now quoted : tho* they infift, that 
a * pricft is the proper minifter of the facrament 
of baptifmy and that to him it belongs by his 
office to baptize ; yet, in what they call cafes of 
neccffity, they allow a layman, or a woman, or 
even a pagan, and a heretic, to baptize : but 
ftill they make it neceflary, that the form of 
the church be obferved, and that the perfon 
miniftring intend to do that which the church 
does. 

Now the chief thing I wou'd obferve here is 
the wicked arrogance, of prefuming to fiiipend, 
upon the mcer will and pleafure of the minifter, 
all the good efFefts defigned by Chrift in his or- 
dinances 'y for the papifts infift upon it, that all 
their feven iacraments are ordinances of Chrift. 
Let them fliew, as well as they can, the con- 
fiftency of this doftrine with the article now un- 
der confideration ; which affirms, that all the 
feven facraments confer grace. It muft be only 
on condition that the prieft thinks fit to let them. 

I But 

* Minifter ht^as &cnunenti eft iacp!dos ; cui ex officio com- 

fttxt tnptizare. In caafa autem neceifitatisy non folilm facerdos 

Yel diaconus^ fed etiaia^lucns vel mulier, imo edam paganus & 

lucredcus baptizare poteft ; dummodo formam fervet eccle&e» & 

facere intenitit qmd facit fcciefia. Ibid. 
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But It is farther obfervable ; that, according to 
this dodtrine, it is impoflible iov ^ Romaniji to 
prove, that there is now any fuch thing as a 
prieft, or indeed a chriftian in the wotW ; be- 
caufe no man can certainly tell, whether the 
perfon, from whom he received orders or bap- 
tifm, performed the fervice with the intention 
which the church requires. 

From the account which has been given of 
the Romijb lacraments it is eafy to fee : that they 
are attended with mucli fuperflition ; and witn 
fuch grofs corruptions, zi are utterly inconfifterit 
with the purity of Chrift's dodrine : that they 
tend to draw off mens regards to inward and real 
religion : that the authority, by which they arc 
bound upon the people, is inconfiftent with the 
obedience which we owe to our great legiilator ; 
and the cruel bitternefs, with which they are en- 
forced, quite oppofite to the meek fpirit of 
^hriftianity. 

The fourth article of Pius's creed is as fol-. 
lows. 



IV. / emhrace and receive all and 
£very things which hath been dejimd 
and declared in the holy fymd of Trent 
concerning original fin and jufiijication. 

Now the leaft that a man can do, to qualify 
tiimfelf to be a believer in this article, is to get 
himfelf well acquainted with all tbofe things^ 

wbitb 
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which the J^noJ of Trent has defined and declared 
concerning thefe two points. And how the com- 
mon people in all chriftian countries^ (hall be able 
to do this, it will be fome difficulty to conceive. 
But in cafe all of them did come at the hiflorical 
Icnowledge of all that the council of Trent has ^- 
dared and defined \ the difficulty would be to 
bring them to a thorough iatisfad:ion, that all 
thoie declarations and decrees are right and good. 
Indeed, if the former articles are allowed, which 
require us to interpret fcripture only in that 
fenfi which the church holds ^ and to objerve all ec^ 
clefiafiical traditions 3 then there can he no dis- 
pute about this, or ariv other point. And there- 
fore, one would thiuK, pope P/W might have 
faved himfelf the trouble of adding any more 
articles at all ; unleis it were the Xlth, wherein 
the good catholic promifes unliniitcd obedience ; 
or the Xllth, which curies and condemns all 
thofe who do not embrace whatever the church 
in its councils has decreed. But if the fcripture 
is indeed the word of God ; and if, inftead of 
popes and councils, this is the rale of our faith : 
then how (hall a private chriftian, of common 
underftanding, be able to pronounce, with the 
council of ^rent^ that all of human kind have 
lojl their holinefs and righteoufnefs by the fin of 
Adam ; (Jefs. V. § 2. aecr. de peccato origin. ) 
and yet make an exception^ which the ifcripture 
no where makes, for the virgin Mary^ the mo- 
ther of our Lord ? {See the conclujicn of the 
fame decree.) And with regard to juftification : 
how (hall he reconcile the words of this council, 
J^fi. VL can. 32. which ^rm, that a juftified 

I z ^^9 



V. [ 68 ] 

man does by bis good works truly merit increafe oj 
grace arid life eternal^ with the words of our 
blefled Lord himfelf, LukeJ^^W. lo. When ye 
Jhall have done all thoje things which /ire ami'- 
manded you^ fay^ nve are unprofitable fervants \ 
we have done that which was our duty to do; 
or with thofe of his apoftle, Rom. VI. 23. that 
eternal life is the gift oj Gody through Jejiis Chrifi 
our Lord? 



V. I do alfoprqfefs ; that in the Mafs 
there is offered unto God a true^ proper j 
and propitiatory facrifice for the living 
and the dead : and that in the mo fl holy 
facrament of the euchariji there is truly ^ 
really and fuhjiantially^ the body and 
bloody together "with the foul and divi- 
nity^ of our Lord Jefus Chriji : and 
that there is a change made of the whole 
fubjiance of the bread into his body^ and 
of the whole fuhjlance of the wine into 
his bloody which change the catholiQ 
church calls tranfubjlantiation. 

So important an article as this could not be o- 
mittcd, when the creed of a Romanift was to be 
drawn up. But what authority is it built upon ? 
The former part intirely on the authority of 

men. 
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men, in contradidtion to the whole tenw of tho 
new teflament : ^d the latter part on the famp 
human authority, in oppofition to the plain di-- 
Aates of ienie and reafon, as well as to the obvious 
meaning of every paflage where this inftitution 
is mentioned 5 by perverfely abuling the words of 
our Saviour to a literal fenfe, when nothing can 
be more evident, than that he meant them in a 
figurative. But there is fo much acceffion of 
power to the prieft, by making the people be- 
lieve, that he can^by pronouncing a few word$ 
make a god for them to worfliip ; that let fenfe, 
and reafon, and the obvious meaning of fcrip- 
ture expreffions ever fo much reclaim againft it, 
yet this article muft be believed upon the autho- 
rity of the church. It fignifies nothing to objed: ^ 
that according to this account Chrift muft have 
had two bodies, and held one of them in his 
hand to his difeiples, crucified and dead, before 
ever he fufFered on the crofs; and moreover, 
that his whole body and blood muft at this day 
be in ten thoufand places at once: it fignifies 
nothing to obferve, that there are in fcripturfe 
great numbers of figurative expreflions, befides 
thofe words of Chrift, this is my body. . The 
church has decreed, that thefe fliall be taken li- 
terally : and therefore fo it muft be. 

Yiet it is worth the while to obferve; that 
there are fevcral of our Lord's own exprefliong, 
delivered at the lame time when he Ipdke thefe 
words, which the Romatdfts themfelves will not 
allow to be rneant literally, but figuratively. 
Thus particularly, in St. Pours recital of the 
words of inftitution, i G?n XL 24. . it appears, 

that 



that immediately after i&ying, this is my body, 
Chrift added, which is broken for you. Now 
the Romanijis themfelves acknowledge^ that at 
the time of inftituting the holy fupper Chrift's 
body was not yet broken upon the crofe ; and 
that therefore in thefe words he fboke figuratively, 
concerning what was to be aone. Why not 
therefore in thofe juft before, which, our Lord 
delivered in the fame breath ? So likewife, in 
St. Luke's recital of the inflitution, chap. 
XXII. 20. we find our Lord laid, this cup is 
the new teftament^ [or new \ covenant] in my 
bkody which is Jhed for you. Now befides that 
here, as before, the blood was not yet fhed, and 
therefore the fexpreffioh was manifeftly figurative, 
referring to what would fhortly be done j why 
do not the Romanijis allow^ that the cup^ the very 
cup, which Chrift held in his hand, and which 
contained the wine reprefeijting hi3 blood, was 
literally and really a tejiamenty or covenant^ as well 
as contend, from a like exprejQlon, that the bread 
was Chrijfs body ? 

Thefe obfervations, taken from the inftitu* 
tion itfelf, plainly fliewj that the apoftle's words, 
I Cor. X. 16. where the cup of blejfing is iaid to 
be the communion of the blood of Chrift , and the 
bread broken^ the communion of the body of Chrift, 
cannot figni^ a real receiving of the body and blood 
if Chriji, as the author of the* Grounds pre- 
tends. ' For the real body and blood never were 
received, nor intended to be received, even by the 
apoftles themfelves, who were prefent at the infli<« 
tutioh. They, and in them all difciples of 
ChriA^ were commanded to keep up, by the 

t Ju^nn. • pag. a6. anions 
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adiions of eating bread and drinking wine, the 
remembrance of Chrift, when he fhould be ab- 
fent from them, and not prefcnt with them : 
and indeed, the very reafon why they were here- 
in to remember Chrift^ was becaufe in his bodily 
prefence he (hould not be with them. T})e cup 
of blejjing therefore is the communion of Cbriji'^ 
bloody and the bread broken^ the communion of bis 
body ; as, by partaking of both, chriftians com- 
memorate their Lord and Saviour, in obedience 
to his inftitution, and thereby acknowledge 
themfelveg his difciples. And this is the mani- 
feft view, with which the apoltie ufes this argu- 
ment ; as may be feen by its connexion with the 
preceding and following verfes. 

So when the fame apoftle fays, i Cor. XI. 
27, 29. Whojbever fhall eat this breads and 
drink this cup of the Lord unworthily^ fhall be 
guilty of the body and blood of our Lordy and he 
that eateth and drinketh unworthily ^ eateth and 
drinketh * judgment to himfelf not difcerning the 
Lor is body \ he can mean no more, than that fuch 
a perfon is guilty of a very unbecoming negleil 
of the great defign of that ordinance, vyherein 
it is his duty to remember with thankfulneis, 
that Chrift*8 body was broken, and Chrift's 
blood fhed for him 5 and that he brings juft 
judgment upon himfelf, by haying no due regard 
to that, which by the command of his Lord 
and Saviour he is obliged thankfully to remember^ 
Not difcerning the Lord^s body is, not confidering 
the bread in the holy fiipper as the appointed 
memorial of that body j not making a fufficieijt 
difference between the bread eaten at the Lord's 

• nfi(4A. table 
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table, ill a pfofeis'd remembrance of him afid 
obedience to him, and the bread eaten at a coni- 
mon meal. It was never intended, that the Lords 
body fhould, in the celebration of his fupper, be 
difcerned or feen in a literal fenfe. Our bufineis 
at the Lord's table is to remember Chrift abfent, 
not to behold him prefent. And this one thought 
is a fufficient anfwer to all the reflexions takeii 
from the literal fenfe. For, how confidently lo^ 
ever the * Romanifts may deny it 3 there is a di- 
rect oppofition between the real prefence of 
Chrift's body and blood, and the commemoratitm 
thereof, or calling them to mind 5 between cit- 
ing and drinking Chrift's real body and blood, 
and eating and drinking bread and wine in rcr 
membrance of him. Proteflahts therefore do 
not, in taking the remembrance^ leave out the 
Jubjlance. They adhere to the fubflancej and 
perform the whole of the duty enjoined in the in^ 
ftitution of the holy fupper, when in obedience 
to Chrifl's command they eat bread and drink 
wine in remembrance of him. 

As for the expreflions of our Saviour, yohn 
VI. 51 — ^^. particularly this laft verfe, where 
Chrifl fays, my fiejh is meat indeedy and my blood 
is drink indeed : it is evident, by comparing the 
whole context, from ver. 47. to ver. 63. that they 
were Ipoken in a figurative, and not in a literal 
fenfe; and that they relate to the nourifhment of 
the foul by Chrift's heavenly dodlrine. Such 
forms of fpeech are frequent in the old teftamenr^ 
manifeftly relating to the infbiidlions of divine- 
^ Wifdom. And that thefe of our Saviour arc 

that 

• Grounds, pag. 27. 

t Prov. IX. i~6. lia. LV. i, 2. Dcut. VIII. 3. 
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thus to be underftood, and not in the literal 
fcnfe, his own words in ver. 6^, plainly evince. 
Wherein he thus concludes his figurative dit- 
courfe, purpofely for the fatisfadion of thofe, 
v^ho were diSended at the expreflions he had been 
ufing, and called them hard fayings : It is the 
Jpirit that quickneth ; the fiejh profiteth nothir^ : 
the words which I /peak unto youy they are Jpirit 
and they are life. 

Finally I obferve \ that if St. Paul had any 
notion, that the bread in the Lord's fupper wai 
was by cpnfecration become the real body of 
Chrift I he would have fpoken of it under that 
name, as the Romanijis do 9 and would not have 
been So prophane as to call it bread ft ill, efpecif 
ally while be was difcourfing of the awful effedts 
of receiving it in purfuanceof Chrift's inftitution. 
Yet even in i Cor. XL 27. where he afliires us, 
that the unworthy receiver is guilty of the body 
and blood of the Lord^ cafting contempt upon the 
body and blood of Chrift, reprefented in tbp 
fupper ; he expreffes the aftion of receiving only 
by eating this b r e ad, and drinking this cup. So 
again, ver; 28. Let a man examine himfelf and 
Jo let him eat of that bread, and drink of that 
CUP. And in ver. 26. prefently after recitiog 
Chrift's words of inftitution, he fays. As often as 
ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, yejhew the 
Lords death till he come. And in this manner, 
of a commemorative fign and reprefentation of 
Chrift's body and blood, and not as the very 
body and blood itfelf, the primitive Fathers ipoke 
of the bread and wine in the. Lord's fupper : nor 
was it till many hundred years after Chrift, that 

K the 
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the dodrinc of tranfubftantiation was receivedl 
:even in the church of Rome itfelf. 

This article is indeed a very proper criterion of 
a thorough fubmiflion to the church ; a very fit 
trial, whether men will give up their reafbn^ 
and even the teftimony of their fenfesthernfelves, 
to her authority : for if a man will iubmit here, 
he is pretty well fecured for all other fubmiffionsj 
if he ftand§ out here, there is great danger t)iat 
he will hearken to the teftimony of ^fenfe and 
reafon in other matters. It is therefore no won- 
der, that fo great a ftrefs is laid upon this ope arr 
tide : and that fo many precious lives have been 
lacrificed by the church of Rome to the refolur 
tion of maintaining it. But in this eagernefs 
of her refolation ftie cuts off one of thjemain ar- 
. guments for the credibility of the whole chriftian 
doiStrine. For if there is no depending upon the 
teftimony of fenfe : then in vain did Chrift 
himfelf appeal to the miracles he wrought, as 
evidences of his divine million j and in vain do we 
now fliew any regard to them. Either therefore 
Chrift's mifacles are no argument of the credibi- 
lity of thechriftian religion : or elfe the dodlrine 
of tranfubftantiation, which contradidls the te- 
ftimony upon which thofe miracles ftand, is falfe 
and abfurd. 

But to return to pope Piuses creed. As tp thai 

part of this article, which affirms the Mafs to 

contain a triie^ proper and prcpitiatary facrificefor 

the Jim of quick and dead : it is fo gainful a point, 

1 and of io much importance, in promifihg to 

^ men the forgivenefs of their own fins and tnofe 

\ of their dcceafed friends; that it fignifies no- 

' \ -^ ' thing 
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thing to objed againft it the plain declarations 
of the author to the Hebrews^ ch. IX. 26, 28, 
X. 10, 14. that Chrijl once in the end of the 
"world appeared^ to put wway Jin by the facrijice of 
himfelf', that he was once offer ed^ to bear the fins 
of many 3 that we are fanSlified through the offer- 
ing of the body of Jejiis Chrift once for ally and 
that by one offering he hath perfeBedfor ever them 
who are fanBified. All thefe, it feems, and a 
thoufand more declarations of fcripture, muft 
Aand for nothing, when once the authority of 
the church is concerned in an article of faith. Yet, 
to thofe who have any regard to fcripture, thefe 
texts plainly (hew ; that, ilnder the difpenfatioa 
of the goipel, Chrift is the only prieft who could 
oiFer propitiatory facrifice 3 and that he has done 
it completely once for all. It is not therefore ia 
the power of any perfbn upon earth to repeat that 
facrifice, which Chrift alone could offer : befidcs 
that by offering // once for all^ Chrift (hewed he did 
not defign it ftiould ever be repeated. The only 
iacrifices the new teftament acknowledges left for 
men to offer, are thofe of praife and thankfgi^ 
vir^j and doing good to one another, out of gra- 
titude towards God ; Heb. XIII. 15, 16. And 
as for offering any facrifice in behalt of the dead; 
the new teftament knows nothing of it : but oa 
the contrary fignifies, that, upon leaving this pre- 
ient ftate of trial, mens condition is fo determined, 
that every one Jhall^ at the judgment feat ofChriJi^ 
receive the things done in his body^ according to 
that which he hath donCy whether it be good or bad. 
2 Cor. V. lo. And confequently any faqrifices 
ipffered in their behalf can avail nothing. But 

K 2 pQtwitliftanding 
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notwithftanding all this, the church of Rome 
will be obeyed : and accordingly, it is thus de- 
creed in the fynod of Trent. * If any man /hall 
fay 'y that the facrifice of the Mafs is only a 
facrifice of praife and tbankjgivingy or a mter 
commemoration of the facrifice completed on the 
crofsy but not propitiatory ; or that it is profita^ 
ble only to the receiver \ or that it ought not to be 
offered for the living and the dead^ for fns^ for 
punijhments^ for fatisfaSiionSy and other necejji^ 
ties : let him be accurfed. 



VL / alfo confefsy that under one 
kind only^ whole and intire Chriji^ and 
a true facrament is received. 

In puriiiance of this article, the Romijh 
church allows to the people only the bread in thp 
celebration of the Lord's fupper, the wine being 
received by the prieft alone : herein relying iii- 
tirely on their own authority, without the leaft 
authority from Chrifl the lawgiver, but in a di- 
rect oppofition to him. For Chrift himfelf, in 
the inftitution of this ordinance, gave not the 
leaft intimation of a difference intended between 
minifters and people^ in giving the bi^d and the 

wine 

^ 81 qnis dixerit, Mifls (kcrificlum tantum eile laodis & gratis* * 

ram adonis, aut nudam commemarationem facrifidi in craoe pep- . 

aftiy non autem propkiatoiiuin ; vel foU prodefie iumeiiti'i neq^ 

pre vivis & deftmais, pro peccatis^ pcsois^ fatijA^onSKis, & ^Mi 

.neceffitadbus oftrri ddbere ; aaalbetta fit Cm* ,2^ S^ff^ XXIU , 
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.wine to the one, and the bread only to die other : 
nor do any of his apoftles, or any of the new tefta-, 
ment writers, intimate any thing like a direilion 
given to them for this purpofe. S^Pauiy iCor.XI. 
when he relates to the Corinthians what he bad 
received from the Lord^ concerning the inftitu- 
tioii, gives the fame account as the Evangelifts ; 
diat our Lord celebrated this ordinance, at its 
inftitutbn^ to the apoftles in the charader of 
difcipks only. In this charadier he tells the Co^ 
rinthianSy ch. XL 26. As often as ye eat this 
breadj and drink this cup, ye Jhew the 
Lords death till he come. He writes thefe words 
to the Corinthian church, the members in gene- 
ral of the Corinthian church ; and not to the mi- 
nifters, exclufive of the people* One would 
think therefore, that the church of Rome with- 
held the cup from the people merely to fhew 
her authority and power, in diipenfing with, or 
rather, in oppofing diredlly, the laws of her 
profeffed Lord and Mafter. Whether the counr 
cil of Conjiance does not acknowledge this, let 
their own words, in the following decree, teftify 
for them. * In the name of the holy and undi^ 

iiided 

* In nomine fands & individus Trinitatis, Patris, Filii, & 
Sf . &n6U« Amen.— Hoc praefens concilium facrum generale— ^ 
dedaraty decemity & diffinit: quod licet Chriihis poil cceram in* 
fiittterit> & fuisdifcipulis admfciftraverity fbb utraque fpecie panis ti 
vim, hoc venerabile facramentum : tamen, hoc non objiante, facro- 
jtim canonum auAoritas laudabilis, U approbata confiietudo eccle(i» 
ienravit & fervat, quod huniiinodi facramentnm non debet confici 
{Ksft jteAam, iKciie i fideubas recipi non jgunis, nifi in cafu infir- 
ndCatiff, ant adtenuS' n^cdfllHSsy a jure vel ecdeiia concciTo vel ad- 
ni&i> Et fiCiA luBC C^uennio, ad evitandum aliqua jpericula & 
iid^xMiit cfEiationabiUteriiitrodiida, quod, licet in pnmitiva ec* 
dh^ liqufioodi iacnancntam i c cip cit luA i fideUbus fuo utriaque fpe- 
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n)ided "Trinity^ Father^ Son^ and Hoiy Gbq/t^ 

Amen "this prefent facred general eounciU^ de^ 

clareSy decrees ^ and determines : that akho Chriji 
injlituted and adminijired to bis difciples this vene-- 
Table facrament after /upper ^ under both kindsy of 
bread and wine : yet^ this notwithfianding^ the 
laudable authority of f acred canons and the appro^ 
ved cujiom of the church hath maintained and doth 
maintain j that fuch a facrament as this ought 
not to be made after fupper^ nor to be received by 
the faithful otberwife than fajiing 5 excepting in 
cafe of infirmity^ or other necefjity^ granted or ad^ 
mitted by law^ or by the church. And fnjce, 
for the avoiding of fome dangers andfcandak^ the 
cujiom has been rationally introduced^ that thd 
this facrament was in the primitive church re-- 
ceived by the faithful under both kinds^ and after- 
wardsy by the makers of it, under both kinds ^ and 

by the laiety only under the Jpecies of bread: 

Jiicb 

cie, poflea a conficientibus fub utraque fpecie, & a laicis tantum- 

modo fub fpecie panis fufcipiatur : hujufmodi confuetudo— ha- 

benda eil pro l^ge ; quam non licet reprobare, ant fine ecclefbe au- 

dloritate pro libito mutare. Aflerentes oppofitum prsmifforum, 

tanquam haeretici, arcendi funt, & graviter puniendi, per diceceia- 
BO6 locorum, feu oiHciales eorum, aut inquifitores haereticas pravi- 

tatis. Item ipfa fanda fynodus decernit & declarat, fupcr Ifta 

materia, reverendiffimis ^archiepifcopis, epifcopis, Sc eorum m 

fpiritualibus vicariis, ubilibet conftitutis, procerus efie dirigendos : 
in quibus eis committatur Sc mandetur, audoritate hujus facri con- 
cilii, fub poena excommunicationisy ut ef&dualiter puniant eos con- 
tra hoc decretum excedentes, qui commonicando populum fiib utra- 
que fpecie panis Sc vini exhortati fueriQt, Sc fie faciendum efl^ do- 
cuerint. £t fi ad poenitentiam redierint, ad gremium ecdefise fuf- 
cipiantur, injun^la eis, pro modo culpse, poenitentia (alutari. Qui 
vero ex illi^ ad poenitentiam redire non curaverint animo indurato, 
per cenfuras ecclefiafiicas per eos, ut hsretici, funt coercendi, la* 
yocato etiam ad hoc, £ opus fuerit, auxilio bnidui iecularis. Cnv* 
Qonfiant, apud LMi^ torn. XII. //^. lOO. 
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Juch a cufiom as this — — is to be accounted a law^ 
which muft not be rejeSed^ or atpleafure changed^ 
without the authority of the church. They who 
ajfert the contrary y are to be driven away as here-- 
ticSy and fever ely punifhed^ by the diocefans of the 
places^ or their officials^ or by the inquiftors of 
heretical pravity. Prefcntly after which the fame 
council further decrees and declares to the moji re^ 
verend — archbijhops and biJhopSy and their vicars 
in fpiritual affairSy wherefoever placed , that pro-- 
cefjes jhallbe direSied: in which it is committed 
and commanded to them^ by the authority of the 
council y under pain of excommunicationy that they 
effeSiually punijh the violators of this decree y who 
' communicating to the people under both kindsy Jhall 
have exhorted and taught that it ought Jo to be 
done. If thefe return to repent ancey they may be 
received into the bofom of the churchy after enjoin- 
ing them a wholejome penance y according to the 
meajure of their fault. Butthofe of them whoy thro* 
the hardnefs of their hearty do not take care to re- 
turn to repentancey are by thefe [ fpiritual men ] to 
be rejirained as hereticSy calling in alfo to thispur-^ 
pofCy if need bCy the aid of the Jecular arm. A 
fironger inftance of church authority than this, 
one cannot reafonably defire. And indeed the 
tjouncil of l^rent itfelf feems to have been fo well 
fatisfied with the provifion here made, for punifti- 
ihents of this world againft thofe who fliould 
idare to deny, that their half-facrament is equal to 
*the wholes as to be content with only denoun- 
tding * anathema againft thei©. 

But 

• Cone. Trident. Scff. XIII. dc.cuchar. can. 3. & SefT, XXL 
can. 3« • '. J . V ' ' . " ' 
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But farther it is obiervable, that this article is 
not thoroughly confident with the preceding. 
For the preceding article tells you, that there is a 
change made^ of the whole Jubjiance of the bread into 
Chrtjfsbody^ andoj the whole fubjiance of the wine 
into Cbrift's blood: whereas this article fays, that 
under one kind only ^ whole and intire Chrifi is recei- 
ved. To folve this difficulty, the Romanijls * al- 
lege ; that * the body cannot be without the blood; 

* and that therefore whoever receives the body of 

* Chrift, receives Chrift himfelf whole and intire/ 
But did not Chrift himfelf know all this a,s 
well as they ? And why did he, notwithftand- 
ing this, ordain the communion in both kinds, 
if he did not defign that in both kinds his dif. 
ciple^ fhould receive it ? Why fliould the prieft 
receive in both kinds, any more than the reft 
of the faithful ? What commiffion or authority 
has he for that purpofe, any other than that 
which gives a right to all chriftians ? If it 
be faid ; -f- that * this is requifite for the more 

* lively reprefentihg the feparation of Chrift 's 

* blood from his body :' it is ftill' anfwered, that 
Chrift himfelf made no liich difference ; defign- 
\ng that this ordinance fhould in a lively mannpr 
rcprefent to all the faithfiil the i5^aration of ft^s 
blood from his body. Moreover, he commaqw* 
ed that his difciples fhould remefnber^ or con^rire- 
morate him, in drinking this cup^ as well as iji 
eating this bread ; t Cor. XL 25. But his coi^ 
mand, itfeems^ is to ftand for nothing. jr 

The J reafons ufiially given, why the churclj 
of Rome does not give the communion in both 

kinds^ 

* Grounds, pag. 28- jj pag. 30. J pag. 31, 
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kinds, are exceedingly trifling, As to the dan- 
ger of fpilling ; Chrift himfelf knew that : and 
yet the council of Conflance owns he inflitu-i 
ted the iacrament in both kinds. And be- 
lidies 3 the prieft is not abfolutely fecure againft 
this terrible danger of fpilling a drop, any more 
than th^ people. Another rcafon is, * becaufe 
^ wine will foon decay ; and therefore the facra-e 

* ment could not well be kept for the lick in 
^ both kinds; another, )3ecaufe fomc conftitu- 
^ tions. can neither endure the tafte nor fmell of 
' wine: another,, becaufe true wine in fomc 

* countries is very bard to be ^let with/ But 
Chrift knew all thefe things as well as the church 
of Rome : nor does it appear he ever defigned to 
have cojifecrated whie^ or confecrated bread, laid 
upfor the.ufp of the lick: and if fome conllitu^ 
tions cannot bear wine \ other conftitutions, of 
which I my ielf have feen an inftance, cannot 
endure bread : and then, if good wine is not 
to be had, good chriftians will be content with 
what they can get. But their mafterr-pieccof a 
reafon is, that they with-hold the cup * * in oppo- 

* lition to thofe heretics, who deny that Chrift 

* is received whole and entire under either kind/ 
Now^ 'tis plain, that Chrift himfelf had not thi« 
notion : otherwife he would not have ordained 
the communion in both kinds. But, it feems, 
if Chrift hi mifelf ordains any thing, which the 
church of 'B.ome difapproves \ he himlelf Ihall be 
a heretic, rather than they, will fail of being p- 
beyed. 

I tliink it proper here to take notice of a falla- 
cious criticifm of the author of the Grounds^ &c. 

* Grounds, pag. 31. ^ WaO 
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who -f- charges our proteftant tfanflators with^ 
corrupting the text in i Cor. XL 27. by putting 
and inftead of or, in relation to drinking the cup^ 
Now this criticifm will no way prove, that the 
communion in one kind only was fufficient to 
anfwer Chrift's intention. For it only fhews, that 
if either part of Chrift's ordinance be umvortbily 
received ; that is, if a man partakes of either the 
bread ot the cup^ without any ferious regard to the 
defign of the ordinance, which is a thankful re- 
membrance of Chrift; he brings a guilt upon 
himfelf. In the mean time, the words immedi- 
ately preceding, in ver. 26. aflure us, that it is 
both by eating of the breads and by drinking of 
the cupy that we Jhew forth the Lords death till he 
come: and therefore, tho' our tranflation is not 
exadlly literal, yet there is no corruption in the cafe. 
But I cannot difmifs this article, without 
quoting from the council of Florence a very 
extraordinary paragraph, which has a near 
relation both to this and the preceding* Con- 
cerning the eucharift they fay : * Ihe prieft^ 
fpeaking in the name ofChrift^ maketh thisfacra-' 
ment. For^ by ^virtue of the 'very words themfeheSy 
the fubfiance of the bread is changed into the body of 
Chriji, and the fubfiance of the wine into his blood : 
yet Jo that whole Chriji is contained under thefpe^ 
cies of breads and whole under thefpecies of wine : 
aljo in every part of the confecrated boji and con/e- 

crated 

* Sacerdos, in perfona Chrifti loquens, hoc confidt facramentum* 
Nam, ipfonim verborum virtute, fubftantia panis in corpus Chrifti, 
^ fubftantia vini in fanguinem, convertuntur : ita tamen, quod to- 
tus Chriftus continetur fub fpecie panis, & totus fub ipecie vini ; fub 
qualibet quoque parte hoftias confecratae & vini confecrati, fepara< 
tione h.&si, totus eft Chriftus, Labbh ContiL torn, XIII . fi^. 537. 
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crated wine, when a feparation is made, there 
is whole Chrijl. Here they have told us how 
they difpofe of the body and blood of our bleffed 
Saviour. But what contrivance the church has 
made for his foul and divinity, to make good 
M^hat is affirmed in the Vth and Vlth articles of 
this creed \ w^hether they mean, that there are 
as vnzxiy fouls and divinities, as according to their 
doftrine there are bodies, of Chrift ; one in every 
bit of every confecrated hoft, and in every drop 
of confecrated wine -, or how they have ordered 
it : I have not yet learned. Something of this 
kind, I take for granted, there muft be : other- 
wife how, according to their own dodtrine, can 
there be whole Chriji in every bit and every drop ? 
But fure I am, that no man, who has juft fenti- 
ments of the wifdom, and righteoufnefs, and 
goodnefs of the divine being, can ever, confi- 
ftently with thofe fentiments, believe, that fuch a 
dodrine as this is neceJJ'ary to fahation. 

VII. I ftedfa(lly hold^ that there is a 
purgatory : and that the fouls there de- 
tained receive help by the fuffrages of 
the faithful. 

This article receives its explication from thofe 
paffages in the council of T^rent, which teach us : * 

L 2 that 

* Si quis, poft acceptam juftificationis gratiam, cuilibet pecca- 
tori pcenitenti ita culpam remitti, & reatum asternae pcsnac deleri 
dl^^erit, ut nullus remaneat reatus pcenas temporalis, exfolvenda; vel 
in hoc feculo, vel in futuro in purgatorio, antequam ad regna calo- 
rum aditus pater^ poffit: anathema fit. ^ejf. \l, can. 30. </f 
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that penitent finner$^ notwithjianding their jujii^ 
Jication in the fight of God^ fill remain liable to 
puniftftnent for their fns^ to be infilled either in 
this world or in purgatory y before they can arrive 
at the kingdom of heaven : and that * the Mafs is 
a true propitiatory facr if ce^ not only for the livings 
but J or the dead in Chrif^ who are not yet fully 
€leanfed\ and that it is regularly offered up for 
that purpofe^ according to the tradition of the apo-' 
files. 

The whole relies upon a tradition^ falfly afcri- 
bed to the apoftles ; there being nothing in their 
writings which favours any fuch doctrine, but 
piany things contrary to it. The whole tenor of 
the dodlrine of the apoftles reprefents the prefent 
ft ate as the only ft ate of probation. The apo- 
ftleP/2/// particularly, in the place already quoted, 
affures us, 2 Cor. V, 10. that as we muji all f and 
bejore the judgment feat of Chrijl ; fo every one 
of usfjall receive the. things do?2e in his body^ ac^ 
cording to that he hath done^ whether it be good or 
bad And fuch a do6lrine as this has a proper 
and irnmediate tendency to make men careful of 
their prefent behaviour; diligent to fettle good 
habits and difpolitions in their minds, fuited to 
the purity of the heavenly ftate, which is fct be- 
fore them in profpedt : whereas the teaching men 
10 hope, that after a carelefs, and even a vicious 
eourfc of life \\\ this world, their fins maybe 

purged 

■ 

^ Sacrificium iftud vere propidatQrium [fc. MifTa] non folum 
pro iidelium vivorum peccatis, pcenis, fatisfaclionibus, & aliisne- 
ceflitatibus ; fed & pro defun^iis in Chrifto, nondum ad plenum 
purgatis, rite, jaxta Apoilolorum ^raditioncm, q|fertur. Sejf^ 
\\\\, defacrif.'Mt/pey c^p. 2. 
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purged away by the prayers of others, oflFered up 
for them after their death, is a diredt encourage- 
ment to the negledl of all ferious religion. But 
if the people were allowed to think thus j then 
vaft treafiires would be loft to the priefts ; for 
whofe prayers, in behalf of the dead, the money 
is paid by the furviving relations. 

And whereas it is pretended, * that ^ ibuls 

* which depart this life in God's grace, yet not 

* without fome lefler ftains or guilt of punifh- 

* ment, which retard them from entring heaven, 

* are for thofe little, or venial fins, as they are cal- 
^ led, punilhed in purgatory :' that is utterly in- 
confiftent with the dodlrine of the new teftament. 
Particularly, 'tis inconfiftent with the declaration 
of the apoftle, ijobn I. 7. If we walk in the light ^ 
as he is in the lights we have fellowjhip one with an- 
other, and the blood of ye/us Chriji his Son cleanf- 
eth us from all Jin. Thefe words are evidently 
fpoken concerning chriftians : and by affirming 
in general, that the blood of Chriji cleanjeth them 

from all fns, leave no pretence to imagine, that 
they are left to atone for their fmaller fins by a 
temporal punilhment in purgatory; particularly 
^ for fuch fins as even the beft of God's fervants 
^ are more or lefs liable to/ And yet for thefe,- 
it is -f* aflirmed, they go to purgatory; whereas 
the Romanifs univerfally agree, that the wicked 
go not to purgatory, but to hell. It is inconfi- 
ftent likewife with that text. Rev. XIV. 13- 
Bleffed are the dead who die in the Lord, from 
hencejorth : yea, faith the Spirit, that they may 
rejifrom thHr labours 3 ana their wSrks do follow 

fhem^ 

» 

* Grounds, pag. 34, 37. t J^^^« 
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tbem. For if * chriftians, either by fudden death 

* or otherwife, are taken out of this life before 

* they have repented for their ordinary failings ; 

* or, if having been formerly guilty of greater 

* fins, they have not made full atonement for 

* them to the divine juftice,' (v^hich is the pro- 
fane expreffion of the author of the Grounds of 
cath. doB. p. 34.) but go to purgatory, not- 
withftanding that they die in the Lord : then 'tis 
certain that they do not reft from their labours. 
On the contrary, unlefs they happen to have rich 
friends to pray them out, they are, according to 
the Romifh dodtrine, in a ftate of the moft ex- 
treme torment -, and may, for aught the church 
of Rome knows, remain therein even to the day 
of the refurredtion ^ and this notv^rithftanding 
that * they * depart this life in God's grace, and 

* have been guilty only of -f- venial frailties and 

* imperfedtions, fuch as even God's beft fer- 

* vants are more or lefs liable to/ 

I might have added; that for the reafons above- 
mentioned, the dodtrine of purgatory is inconfi- 
ftent with the words of our bleffed Saviour, 
yohn V. 24. and with thofe of St. Paul^ Rom. 
VIII. I. But wfe are to remember, that this 
dodtrine chiefly depends upon a pretended apo- 
Jiolical traditiony no where to be found in the 
writings of the apoflles, or in any part of the 
new teftament ; and that it is to fuch pretended 
traditions^ which are really the eflFedl of crafty 
invention, long fince the time of the apoflles^ 
that the church o£Rome owes its chief fupport. 

The 

* Grounds, pag. 34. -J- Ibid. 



[ 87 ] VIL 

The Romanijls indeed do not fail to quote 
fcripture for their dodrine of purgatory. Parti- 
cularly, they * produce the words of St. Paul^ 
I Cor. III. IS* If ^^y ^^^'s work jhall be burnt y 
he Jhall fuffer lojs : but be himfelf jhallbe Javed ; 
yet Jo as by fire. But it is evident, that this 
Seing fizved fi as by fire^ is ufed by the apoftle 
only as a proverbial expreflion, to fignify the 
difficulty and danger of fuch a perfon's condition, 
who has built wood^ hay^ and fiubhle^ that is, 
worthlels doiSrines and traditions, like thole of 
the church of Kome^ upon the one and only foun^ 
dation^ "Jejus Chrift. A like proverbial expref- 
fion is that of Jude^ ver. 22. 23. Of Jbme have 
compajjiony making . a difference : and others fiive 
withjear, pulling them out of the fire. And to the 
like purpofe is that in AmoSy IV. 11. Te were 
as a firebrandy pluckt out of the burning. But 
nothing can be infer'd from fuch expceffions in 
favour of purgatory. Nor is there any more 
ground for it in that pther proverbial expreffion,-}* 
Mat.XIL 32. Whofoever fpeaketh a word againji 
the Holy Gbofi^ it fioall not be forgiven him, neither 
in this world J nor in the world to come : for this only 
lignifies, in general, that this fin {hall never be 
forgiven at x all. This is the interpretation which 
two other evangelifts give, in fpeaking of the 
very lame thing. But if we were to take our 
Saviour's words in parts ; will the Romanifis pre- 
tend there Ihall in no fenfe be any forgivenels in 
the world to come ? Shall not the faithful fer- 
vants of God be folemnly acquitted of all fins at 
.the day of judgment ? Will not their J fins be 

blotted 

* Groiwds, p. 35* f pag. 36. % Afts III. 19. 
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blotted Guty when the times of refrejhing Jhall 
come from the prefence of the Lord ? However, 
whether this be the ftrift and proper fenfe of for^ 
givenefsy or not ; the Romijh purgatory is, even 
according to their own dodlrine, no ftate of for* 
givenefs, but of punifliment : and therefore this 
text can do them no good in defence of that do* 
d:rine. No more can the words of St Peter ^^ 
I Pet. III. 1 8, 19, 20. concerning Chrijfs 
preaclnng to thefpirits in prifon. For, whether 
this text is to be underftood concerning a middle 
ftate or not; it is too obfcure to found an article 
of faith upon ; and manifeftly one of thofe, of 
the exadl meaning whereof a good chriftia^n may 
fafely be ignorant or miftaken. Yet this, and like- 
wife that paiSage, -f-M^/.V. 25,26. relating to quite 
different afl^irs, is, for want of better proofs, forced 
into the fervice of purgatory. And fo is that apocry- 
phal text, ::|; 2 Mt7r^^^. XII. 43,44, 45. concerning 
Judaic praying and offering a Jin^offering^ and 
making reconciliation for the dead^ that the^ 
might be delivered from Jin. But it is an odd 
kind of proceeding in an author, in order to 
prove by tradition that purgatory is a cbriftian 
dodlrine, firft to affert, * that the || Jewijh church 

* long before our Saviour's coming offered prayers 

* and facrifice for the repoie and relief of the 

* faithful departed 5' and then, for proof of a 
point fo remote from his proper queftion, to have 
his only recourfe to the books of Machabees -, 
which books he himfelf, from the teflimony of 
St. Aujiiny acknowledges the yews do not ac- 
count canonical. If 'he would prove this t* 

have 

* Grounds, pag. 36. f ibid. % ibid., . | ibid- . • 



[ 89 ] vin. 

have been the praftice of the Jews ; he (hould 
do it from fome one or more books, which the 
yews acknowledge to be canonical, and not from 
books which they have always rejedled. And 
one would think, that when the books of Ma- 
chabees firft appeared, the "Jews muft have been 
the proper judges, whether they were genuine and 
canonical or not; fince they treat wholly of the 
affairs of their nation, and were manifeftly de- 
figned to favour their caufe. Indeed, which is 
more to the purpofe, the fame author affirms; 
* that * the chriftian church, from the very be- 
^ ginning, in all ages and nations, has offered 
' prayers and facrifices for the dead/ But even 
if he had fhewn how early he dates this heginningy 
by producing the moft ancient of his proofs, (and 
proteftants do not deny that fome corruptions had 
an early beginning ) yet it wou'd avail but very 
little, while there is fuch a text to be found in the 
new teftament, as that of St. Paul already quo-* 
ted : which affures us, that every one muji at the 
judgment -feat of Chrift receive the things done in 
his body^ (i. e. done in the prefent ftate of trial) 
according to that which he hath done^ whether it 
be goody or whether it be bad. For the plain con^ 
fequence of this is, that prayers and facrifices, of- 
fered up for us after we are out of the body^ come 
too late to do us any fervice. 



VIII. / do likewife Jledfajlly hold^ that 
the faints reigning with Chrijl are to be 

M ' venerated 

* Grounds;, p. 36. 
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venerated and tnvocated\ and that they 
cffer up prayers to God for us ; and that 
their reliques are to he had in veneration. 

The praying to faints, that they may pray for 
us, is direftly conftituting them mediators be- 
tween God and us. And the pradtice of praying 
to them with this view is fo far from being deni-r 
ed by the RomiJIo church, that it is made a part 
of their publick devotions. Thus a great part of 
their * litany confifts of immediate addrdfles to 
the 'virgin Mary, to St. Michael, St. Gabriel; 
^t. Raphael, and all the holy angels and archan- 
gels, and^ all the holy orders of blejjed fpirits ; to 
St. yohn the baptift, and all the holy patriarchs 
and prophets ; to St. Peter, St. Paul, St. Andrew, 
ami all the My apojlles and evangelijis by name ; 
and then again to all of them together, without 
their names ; ^ to all the holy di/ciples of our Lord, 
and all the holy innocents-, to St. Stephen, St. Lau- 
rence, St. Vincent^ St. Fabian and Sebajiian, 
(SV. Anthony, St. BejiediSl, St. Francis, St. D(h 
winic, St. Mary Magdalene, St. Agnes, St. Ca- 
tharine, and a vaft number of other faints, both 
jnale and female, by name ; belides a general 
g.pplication to (ill the holy martyrs, to all the holy 
popes and confejjors, all the holy doSiorSy all the kor 
ly monks a?id hermits, all the holy priejls and Le- 
vi tes, all the holy virgins and widows -y with the 
additiop of thefe words to every name, or every 
article, pray for us : and after all this, that no 

one 

* 

* Ritual. Roman. Antuerp. ap. Plantia. 1635. pag. 107, loS, 
jo^, no. 
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one mediator may be neglefted, this general 
prayer is added; O all ye holy meriy and koly wo^ 
men of God^ intercede for us. 

But befides thefe general applications, it is al- 
moft endlefs to enumerate the particular pwayers 
addreffed to particular faints, efpecially to the 
virgin Mary-y fome of them asking the interceA 
iion of thefe faints with Chrift and with God 
the father; and others dire<9:ly asking of the 
faints themfelves a deliverance from all evils, in 
this life, and in that which is to come. To this 
purpofe * the fong afcribed to St, Ambrofe and 
St. Aujlin^ commonly called ^e Denniy is turned 
into a hymn of praife to the virgin Mary: and 
after profeffing to her, that all angels and arch-' 
angels and principalities humbly ferve her, that all 
the high p(/wers and celejlial dominations obey her ; 
that every angelical creature with a delightful voice 
proclaims her holy^ holy^ holy Mary^ the virgin 
mother of God 5 that the glorious choir of apojiles 
praijes her ; that the affembly of bleJJ'ed martyrs 
glorifies her ; that the nvhole celejlial court honours 
her as the queen of heaven -y and after calling her 

M 2 the 

* Tibi omnes angeli k archangel! ; tibi omnes principatus hunii- 
Ifeti ferviunt : tibi omnes potellates & fuperna; virtutes ; tibi omnea' 
coelorum doniinationes obediunt : te cuncla angelica creatura dele- 
^bili voce proclamat, fenfta, fanfta, fandla Maria, mater Dei & 
virgo : te gloriofus apoftolorum chorus creatoris matrem coUaudat : 
te martyrum coetus beatorum Chrifti genitricem gloriiicat : te tota 
ccelellis curia coelorum reginam honorat : — tu vena es mifericor- 

diac, tu refugium peccatoris. Salva nos, populum fervorum tuo- 

rum ; ut iimus participes haereditatis .tuse : dignare, dulcis Maria, 
nunc & femper fine ddiflo nos cuftodirc : miferere noftri, domina ; 
lioiierere noilri : iiat mifericordia tua magna nobifcum^ quia, Maria, 
5h te confidimus : in te, dulcis Maria, Iperavimus, ut nos dcfendas 
in aeternum. Amen. Hortulus nHimay ad ufum Rgmanum ; Antiicrf. 
#^. Phntin, 1556./^;. 227, 228. ;b29. 
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the vein of mercy ^ and the refuge of afinner ; the 
addrefs ends with thefe petitions: fave us, the 
people of thy fer^vantsr, that we may be partaken 
of thy inheritance -, vouchfafe^ o Jweet Mary^ now 
and always to keep us without fin ; have mercy up^ 
on us J Ladyy have mercy upon us-, let thy mercy 
be great towards uSj becau/e, o Mary, we put our 
trufl in thee \ in thee, o Jweet Mary, we have ho- 
pedy that thou maiji defend us for ever. Amen. 

To the fame purpofe are numerous other prayers 
to the bleffed virgin. One of w^hich towards the 
end has thefe words : */ befeech thee — refcue and 
protest me from the punijhments of hell, and make 
me partaker of celejlial joys. Another has the 
following, -f Comfort the fnnery and give not 
thy honour to another, or to a cruel one, . / befeech 
thee, queen of heaven. Have me excufed before 
Chriji thy Jon -, whofe anger I J ear, and of whofe 
fury I am afraid. For againfl thee only, o virgin 
Mary, have I finned: be not thou aftranger from 
me, ofull of heavenly grace. Be thou the keeper 
of my heart : fign me with the fear of God. Give 
me foundnefs of life, and decency of manners. 
Grant me to avoid fins, and to love that which is 
jufi. Another, which is call'd a recommendation 

to 

"* Me liberes & protegas a poenis infemi : & participem me &cia^ 
coeleflium gaudiorimi. Hortul, anim. pag, zzy, 

i* Confolare peccatorem : & ne tuum des honorem alieno aut cm- 
deli J precor te, regina coeli. Me habeto excufatum, apud Chri- 
ftum, tuum natum : cujus iram expavefco, & furorem pertimefco. 
Nam peccavi tihi foli : o Maria virgo, noli effe mihi aliena, gratia 
coelefti plena. EIlo cuftos cordis mei : figna me timore Dei : con- 
fer vitae fanitatem j 8c da morum honeftatein. Da peccata me vi- 
tare^ & quod jufium t& amare. pag, zSg. 
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to th€ bleffcd virgin, is as follows. O % virgin 

Mary^ the hope df tnyjbul^ next to God: / 

bejeech thee to keep me from Jins^ from fcandaU^ 
from all human confufion^ from the wrath of the 
tremendous judgment^ jrom unclean thoughts^ from 
all mortal fn^ from fudden and unexpected deaths 
from all dangers of foul and body^ of my reputa- 
tiony and my Juhfiance : nor dJo thou ever fuffer 
me fo to fn^ as to lofe thy favour. Give me 
amendment of what is paji^ jecurity of what is 
prefenty and cautioufnefs about what is to come. 
Give me in this life a ready ajpjiance : and do thou 
in the tremendous judgment fpeak for me to thyjbn^ 
cur Lord Jefus Chriji. Amen. 

A great part of thefe prayers, 'tis evident, con- 
fifts of dired: petitions to the virgin, for fuch 
things as both fcripture and reafon teach us to ask 
of God only: tho' other parts go no further than 
to declare a confidence in her mediation for ob- 
taining benefits. And to fuch a monftrous height 
were things carried in this refpeft, about the time 
when this creed of Fius IVth was framed ; that 
whereas thefe prayers had been much ufed, anil 
for that purpofe publiflied in books of devotion, 
particularly in ihtHortulus anima^ printed by 
Flantinzt Antwerp^ ij66, from which I have 

here 

X Spes animas meae poll Deum, virgo Maria : • precor te,' 

ttt ferves me a peccatis, d fcandalis, ab olnni confuiione humana, 
ab ira judicii tremendi, ab immundis cogitationibus, ab omni mor- 
tal! peccatOy a fubitanea & improvifa morte, ab omnibus periculis 
animae, & corporis, honoris, & rerum mearum-: necunquam me ta- 
le permittas facere peccatum, quo gratiam tuam amittam. Da 
niihi de praiteritis emendationem, de praefentibus cuftbdiam, de fii- 
turis cautelam. Da mihi in hac vita promptum adjutorium : cfto 
inihi in tremendo judicio praelocutrix apud filium tuam> Dominum 
noftnun^ Jefiun Chrifium. Amen, fag, 266. 
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here tranfcribed them; his luccefTor, Pius Vi 
thought fit to reform the Office of the bleJTed vir^ 
gifiy and, for the fake of uniformity, as ne him- 
felf declares in his conftitution, publiihed in the 
year 1571, and prefixed to fome editions of that 
Office y to forbid the ufe of any other than that 
which he himfelf fet forth. Yet even in this re^ 
formed Office the following prayers remain upon 
record, not very different from thofe already reci- 
ted. 
. * Ibefeech thee^ holy Lady Mary^ mother of 

Gody confolation of the defolate^ way of the 

'WandererSy falvation of all that hope in thee^ 

fountain of mercy y fountain of falvation and of 
gracCy fountain oj piety and of joy^ fountain of 

life and of pardon \ that with all the faints 

and eledl of God thou would Ji come and hajien to 
my help \ in all my prayers and petitions^ in all my 
fir aits andnecejfitiesy and in all thofe affair s^where-^ 
in I am to a£i or f peak or think any things all the 
days and nights and hours and moments of my life. 
X O my holy Lady Mary: to theCy and to thy 
bleffed proteSliony and fingular cufiodyy and into 

the 

* Obfecro te, domina fanfta Maria, mater Dei confolatio 

defolatorum, via errantium, falus omnium in te fperantium — fons 
miiericordiae ; fons falutis, &: gratiae ; fons pietati?^ & ketitiae ; fons 

vitae, & venise : ut cum omnibus (an^s & eledlis Dei venias^ 

& feilines^ in auxilium & coniilium meum ; in omnibus orationibos 
& pedtionibus meis ; in omnibus anguftiis & neceffitatibus meis ; &t 
omnibus illis rebus, in quibus ego fum aliquid iadurus, & locutunis^ 
aut cogitaturus, omnibus diebus, ac nodtibus^ horis atque momentis 
vitae meae. Offic, B, Maria Firg, Vcntt. 1657. 8vq. /«§». 473> 
&c. 

:|; O domina mea fandU Maria : me in tuam benedidam fideai 
ac ilngularem cuflodiam, & in finum miiericordias txxst^ hodie, ic 
quotidie, & iQ hora exitus mei> animam meom & corpus meum tibi 

commeDdo: 
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the hofom of thy mercy ^ I do this day^ and every 
day^ and in the hour of my departure y commend 
myfelf my foul ^ and my body. ^11 my hope^ and 
my confolationy all my fr aits and mijeries^ my life^ 
and the end of it j I commit to thee ; thai by thy 
mojl holy intercefjion, and by thy merits^ all my 
works may be direSled and Sfpofedy according to 
thine and thy fori s will. Amen. 

* O Mary J mother of Gody and gracious vir^ 

gin, true comforter of all the defolate that cry un^ 
to thee : by that great joy ^ with which thou wafi 
comfort edy when thou didji know that the Lord jfe^ 

fus was rifen from the dead on the third day^ not to 

fuffer any more\ be thou the comforter of myjoul: 
and in the laji day^ when with my foul and body I 

fhall arifcy to render an account of all my aBionSy do 
thou 'vouchfafe to help mey with regard to him who 
is thyfony and the only begotten of God. By thee^ 
kind mother and virgin, may I be enabled to 
efcape the fentence of perpetual damnation -, and 
with all thg eleSl of God happily to attain eternal 

joyf. Amen. 

There 

commendo : omnem fpem meam, & confolationem meam ; omnes 
anguflias & miferias meas, vitam, & finem vitas meae, tibi commit- 
to : tit per tuam fandiffimam interceffionem, & per tua merita, om- 
nia mea dirigantur & difponantur opera, fecundum tuam, tuique filii 
voluntatem. Amen. Offic. B. Marine <virg, pag, 481. 

* O Maria, Dei genitrix, & virgo gratio(a ; omnium defolate 
rum ad te clamantium confolatrix vera : per illud magnum gaudi- 
um, quo confolata es, quando cognovifU Dominum Jefum die terda 
k mortuis impailibilem refurrexiile ; fis confolatrix animae meae : ic 
apud eundem, tuum, & Dei natum unigenitum, in die noviffimo.* 
quando cum anima & corpore ero refurrefhirus, Sc de fingulis meis 
&6lis rationem redditurus, me digneris juvare. Perpetuse danrna- 
tionis iententiam per te, pia mater & virgo, valeam evadere; &^, 
com ^e6Us Ooi. omnibiu, a4 sterna ^dia ftliciter pervenire. 
Amen, pag, 482. 
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There .is * another prayer ftill retaia'd in the 
feme OJice^ addrefs'd to the virgin jointly with 
the evangelift Joh^iy and to the fame purpofc with 
the reft, £0 far as the recommending to them body 
and foul ^ and hefeeching them to be every hour and 
moment y both inwardly and outwardly ^ firm prth 
teSlorSy as well as kind, inter cejfors with. God. 
There remains likewife, in the fame reformed 
Office y the lamentation of the blejfed virgin : at 
the end of which are thefe words, ij; O virgin^ 
let me be defended by thee in the day of judgment : 
grant that I may be guarded by the crofs of Chrift\ 
fecured by his deaths and cherijhed by his grace : 
and when my bodyjhall die, grant that the glory of 
faradije may be given to my foul. Amen. And 
every one knows, that thofe hymns are ftill re- 
tained, in which among other addreffes, are 
thefe that follow, |j Mary, thou mother of 
grace y and fiveet parent of clefnency 5 proteSl us 
from the enemy, and receive us in the hour of 

death. -f* Loofe the bands of the guilty ; bring 

forth light to the blind \ drive away all our evils ; 
demand for us every blefjing. - - - make us meek and 
chajlcy deliver d from our faults. 

The 

* Vobis duobus ego miferrimus peccator commendo hodie corpus 
& animam meam : ut in omnibus horis atque momentis, interiiks & 
exterius, Jirmi cuftodes Sc pii apud Deuni interceffores mihi exiftere 
dignemini, pag, 477, 478. 

X Per te, virgo, fun defenfus in die judicii : fac me cruce cuflodi- 
ri ; morte Chrifli prsemuniri ; confoveri grati^ : quando corpus mo- 
rietur, fac ut ^imae donetur paradifi gloria. Amen, pag, 480^ 
481. 

II Maria, mater gratia?, dulcis parens clementiae ; tu nos ab hofte 
protege j Sc mortis hora fufcipe. Offic: B. Marine 'virg, mdprimeim. 

f Solve vincla reis ; prefer lumen caecis ; mala nollra pelle ; bon^ .. 

cunfta pofce. ■ nos, culpis folutqs, mites fee 4 caftos. Offic. & ;'• 

uirg.ad 'vefpcras, -'. 
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^he Hortulus animce^ {6 far as relates to 
lome praycts therein addrcfs'd to the blefled Vir- 
gin, and others to fiditious faints, was fuppfefs'd 
by the foretoentioned conftitution of Ptm V. 
But there are many of the Uke kind in that" col- 
lection, which do not feem to be afFefted with 
this prohibition; addrefled to faints, who are 
without all doubt acknowledged by the church 
of 'Rjome^ and prayed to in their public litanies; 
and containing direft petitions for iJDiritual and 
eternal benefits, as well as for interceffion with 
God. To this purpofe are thofe petitions to the 
* patriarchs and prophets in general ; pray for 
my Jin$^ and expel iniirely the darknefs of error 
from my hearts To the fame purpofe is that re- 
nlarkable prayer to -f* St. Philip. O holy Philips 
apojile of our Lord ; who did/i defer e of the only 
begotten Son of the Father y that he would Jhew 
the Father to thee and to thy ajfociatvs : tmiferable 
Jtnnerj covered with the filth of all crimes ^ intreat 
thee^ that thou wouldft deliver me from all dam^ . 
nation y and wrath to come ; and wouldfi lead me, 
joyful and adorned with lamps ^ to the kingdom of 
glory. To the fame purpofe, and fome of them 
rather flronger, if poffible, are the prayers to 
X St. jfamesj || St. Paul^ ** St. Bartholomew^ 

N St. Simon 

• Gbfecrate pro peccatis meis ; expellite penitus taligmem cor- 
, ^ dis mei. Hartul. anim, pag. 295. 

f Bangle Philippe, apoftole Domini ; qui ab unigenito Patris Fi- 
lio eundem Patrem tibi & fociis tuis oflendi petifti : te mifer ego 
peccator, omnium criminum fordibus obvolutus, deprecor, ut me 
ab omni damnatione & a ventura ira liberes, Sc lampadibus oma* 
ttmi &vj[stum ad regnum glorias perducas. pag. 296. 

J San£le Jacobe Alphei : per gratiam, qua fratcr Domini yocari 
mmiifti, te deprecor: ut me a prasienti flagello, a confuetudine pec- 

candi, 

I Hort, anim, pag. 298. ** pag. 299, 
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* St. Simon the Canaanite and St. "Jude^ -f- St. An* 
dreWy and St. ^homas^ the % rythmical prayer 
to all the apoflles y and many others, too tedious 
to enumerate. 

Now if you afk, what foundation there is for 
thefe things ; what ground for a chriftian's pro- 
fefling as an article of his faith, that faints are 
to be worjhiped and prayed to^ and that they of- 
fer up prayers to God for us : it muft be re- 
folved wholly into the authority of the church, 
.and the commandment of men 5 for the fcripture 
teaches us quite another doftrine. The rule of 
the new teftament is, that we worfhip and pray 
to God alone, in the name of his Son Jefiis 
Chrift. This appears by the diredtions given by 
our Lord himfelf to his apoflles, a little before 
his afcenfion into heaven, and with a view to it, 
John XVI. 23. where the two verbs ipcoizta) 
and clmoD feem to be ufed in the fame fenfe. 

In that dayyejhall afk me nothing: whatfoever 

ye /hall afk the Father in my name^ he will give it 
you. And again, ver 26. At that dayyefhallajk 
in my name : [ diT-naeed^ ] and I fay not unto ym 
that I will pray the Father for you-, for the Fa- 
ther himfelf loveth you, becaufe ye have loved me^ 
and have believed that I came out from God. In 
thefe paflages our Lord Ipeaks very plainly his 

mind, 

candi, ab immunditia cordis Sc corporis, & a ventura ira liberes i 
& auream coronam mihi reddas, qua? variis gemmarum floribas 
fiiigeat, ac coelefli lumine fplendefcat. In £j!r§;/^,thus. O bofy 
James, the fon of Alfheiis: hy that enue^ ivherehy thou didft attain 
to become the brother of our Lord, I befeecb thei to refcue me from tbi 
prefent fcourge, from the habit of finningy from uncleannefs of heart 
and body, and from the ^rath to come ; and to grant me a golden 
irown, ^arkling <with 'various flonjoers of gems, and fiining <witb m 
iea*venfy light, pag. 296, 297, 
* P^g' 300. f p. 301. X ?• '!fi'i> Ifl^^ 
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mind, that his difciples fliould pray to the Fa^ 
ther in his name. But tho' he encourages them 
to hope for his interceflion with the Father; 
yet he is far from giving pofitive direftions for 
their praying even to hirafelf for that interceffion. 
Much lefs therefore can it be his mind, that his 
difciples fliould pray to angels and departed faints, 
and truft to their interceflion \ even fuppofing it 
were certain that they fee our condition, and 
hear the prayers offered to them : and much lef$ 
ftill, that direct petitions fliould be offered to 
them, for deliverance from all evils, and for the 
happinefs of eterjial life. Even the making 
them mediators is utterly inconiiflent with the 
plain declaration of the apoflle, i T!im. II. 5. 
that there is cne God^ and one mediator between 
God and men^ the man Chriji J ejus ; and incon- 
iiflent with thofe paflages before cited, where 
Chrifl direfted his difciples to pray to the Father 
in his namey and left no room for the name of any 
other mediator befides himfelf : much lefs did he 
leave room for offering up petitions to faints or 
angels, for thofe fpiritual bleflings, which God a- 
lone difpenfes through the mediation of his Son, 
Let it therefore be ever £0 confidently * denied, 
that by praying to faints the papijis mean addref- 
Jing to them as dijpofers of grace or glory : yet we 
fee it is common in the Romijh church to pray 
to them diredtly for purity of heart and life^ for 
deliverance from wrath to come^ and for a happy 
immortality 5 befides the praying to obtain thefe 
l;)leflings through their merits and intercejjion. , 
I have been fo large upon the former part of 

N 2 this 

♦ Grounds of catb. doft. pag. 4a. 
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this article, that proteftants might fee, by the 
examples produced, what they would fcarce have 
believed* had it been only related in a general 
way. 

As to the latter part, the 'veneration paid to 
the reliques of faints : it is no wonder that the 
priefts do all that lies in their power to encourage 
the people in It, becaufe of theimmenfe gains 
which themfelves receive from it : an argument, 
which we have reafon to believe is of much 
greater force with them, than that which the fy- 
hod of ^renf {Sejf. XXV.) pretends to be moved 
by; which is, that the bodies of the faints have 
been temples of the holy Ghoji. However, even 
this will never juftify that fuperflitious venerarr 
tion of the fuppofed remains of dead faints, with 
which the church of Rome abounds. The whole 
depends upon the commandments of men^ inftead 
of the authority of God, Yet for all thefe 
things the Romanijls pretend to bring arguments 
from fcripture. 

For the veneration of reliques, they have ^ 
recourfe to 2 Kings ^ XIII. 2 1. where we are told 
of a dead man raifed to life by the bones of th^ 
prophet EliJJja. But they ought to remember at 
the fame time, that we have no account of any 
worfhip paid to thefe dead bones ; nor any dire^ 
dtion or encouragement for fuch worfhip, in this, 
or in any other text whatever. On the contrary wc 
are affured, in the cafe of aiiother extraordinary 
prophet, that is, Mofes ; that God buried him in 
Juch a manner, that no man knoweth of his fepuK 
chre untQ this day 5 Deui. XXXIV. 6. And it 

feems^ 

f Grounds, pag. ^6. 
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feems, with good reafon, to be generally belie- 
ved, that this was on purpofe to prevent that fii- 
perftitious veneration, which the Ifraelites might 
have been in danger of (hewing to his dead body. 
As to \ht^ carrying from the btdy g/TPaul handker-- 
4:biefs and aprons to thefick^ and the dijeajes there-- 
upon departing from theniy and evil Jpirits going 
out of them ; ABs XIX, I2. that is likewife an 
inftance of the wonderful power of God, and 
a teftimony of his approving the dodtrine which 
Paul preached. But the very filence concerning 
any veneration paid to the handkerchiefs and aprons 
themfelves, concurs with common fenfe to afliire 
us, that no 'veneration was or ought to be paid to 
them. 

For the veneration of faints and of an^ 
gels, the author of the -f* Grounds produces 
a number of texts, fignifying that they are ho^ 
mured of God: all which we acknowledge, as 
well as the papifts, and yet dare not worfhip 
them. Many of the texts relate only to angels, 
their dignity and * office of miniftring : which 
will never prove that they fhould be worfhiped, 
while God himfelf has given no diredlion or aU 
lowance for that purpofe. As to Rev. IL 26, 27. 
and V. 10. they are figurative expreffions, relating 
to the happinefs and glory of fome future ftate ; 
but no manner of foundation for prefent wor- 
Ihip to departed faints. As to the quotation 
from Exod. XXIII. 20, 21, and Jojh. V. 14. 15. 
our author would do well to confider, whether 
they were not meant concerning the Logos ^ the 
Son of God, Certain it is, that jthe latter of 

them 

• Grounds, pjg. 46^ f pa^. 38, 39, 40. 
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them was fo expounded by * Eufebius ; and be- 
fore him, by -f* Jujiin Martyr : and I think with 
great probability of truth. As for the Virgin 
Marfs faying, Luke I. 48. From henceforth all 
generations Jhall call me blejfed: it plainly means, 
that all generations would pronounce her happy, 
^nd highly favoured of God y as the Angel in his 
lalutation, ver. 28, declared her to be : and 
yet it gives her no title to religious worftiip. 
I^or will the diftinftion between the honour faid 
to be given to her and other faints, and that 
which is given to God, excufe the papifts from 
the charge of idolatry, any more than it would 
excufe the heathens: many of whom plainly 
ihewed, that they acknowledged one iiipreme 
deity, at the fame time that they paid religious 
worfhip to their dead heroes. 

But it is % alledged, that the * faints and an- 
* gels pray for us/ And in proof of this we are 
yefer'd to the angel's prayer for Jerufalemy Zech. 
I. 12. In anfwer to which it is fufBcient to fay i 
that this prayer was delivered in company and 
jconverfation with the prophet ; and that the pro- 
phet did not pray to him to offer up that prayer. 
|t is likewife alledged, from Rev. V. 8. and VIIL 4, 
that the four living creatures and the twenty-four 
elders fell down before the Lamb^ having every one 
of them harps and golden vials ^ full of odours^ 
^vhicb are the prayers of the faints : and that the 
fmoak of the incenfe^ with the prayers of the faints^ 
afcended up before Gody out of the Angets hand^ 
jSTow, with regard to both thef?, it is fufficient 

to 

♦ Hift. ecclef. lib. I. cap. 2. f Dial. cuin. Tryph. edit. Parif. 
1615. pag. a86. J Gropds, pag. 40, 
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to fay ; that paflages of fiich a myftieal nature 
ought never to be brought for vindication of i 
practice, v^hich is contrary to the tenor of plaiil 
icripture. Particularly with regard to the latter, 
it appears probable from ver. 3. immediately 
preceding, that the angel fpoken of was the Soa 
of God himfelf, the one and only mediator be-* 
tween God and men. And with regard to the 
former paflage : the four living creatures and 
twenty "four elders feem defigned to reprefent 
all the faints in general, offering up their owii 
prayers and thankfgivings ; not the faints in hea- 
ven praying for the faints on earth. 

The argument taken from the * care and con- 
cern of the faints above for their brethren upon 
earth, and from the continuance of their chari- 
ty, gives no more reafon for our praying to them 
to pray for us, than it Would for a man in the mofl 
fouthern part of England to call oat to a pious 
and loving friend in the north of Scotland^ to 
pray for him. As for the rich glutton in hell^ bii 
petitioning in favour of his five brethren upon 
earth : that is manifeftly no moie than a figure 
of Ipeech, fuited to the parable, of which it is 
a part ; and defigned by our Saviour to introduce 
the obfervation, that no endeavours of others cian 
do us good, if we do not take caie of our felves, 
in attending to that difpenfatioi by which wft 
fhall hereafter be judged. The prayer of the 
fouls of the martyrSy for juftice a^inft their per- 
fecutors, is alike figurative ; and taken from a 
book, which is figurative almoA throughout: 
Jior can it be defigned for any thing more, thaft 

to 

♦ Grounds, pag. 41. 
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to fignify, that divine juftice will certainly oveN 
take cruel perfecutors, iiich as are the leading men 
of the church of Rome; concerning whom in 
particular it ieems intended. And as to the words 
of our Lord, Luke XVI. 9. they are plainly 
meant in general concerning the future rewards of 
benevolence : and the exprcffion, [fbat they may 
receive you into everlafting habitations] fignifies no 
more, accordingly to the well known phrafeolo- 
gy of the eaftern countries, than [that ye may be 
received] or, [ye (hall be received] into everlajling 
habitations : nor does it contain any intimations 
of being helped to heaven by thofe who get there 
before us. 

The texts produced, pag. 42. in behalf of the 
invocation offaintSy are all quoted to no purpofe ; 
becaufe there is in no part of fcripture any dire- 
ction to pray to the faints in heaven for their in- 
terceflion, tho' there are many diredions to chri- 
ftians to inteicede for one another here upon earth. 
And the difference of the circumftances cuts off 
any pretence of arguing from the one to the other. 
Mutual interctflion for each other here below is a 
ipur to mutuai beneficence ^ and anfwers other 
good purpofes, whieh are not likely to be anfwer- 
cd between pcribns who have no opportunity of 
converfing togpther, or knowing one another's 
minds : befides that in many fcripture inilances 
there are plain direftions fronj God, for men to 
defire their Irethren here below to pray for 
them ; but nothing like it with regard to faints in 
heaven. And farther, by reafon of tlie diffe- 
rence of circumftances, there is no praying to 
them from earth to heaven, without making 

them 
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them mediators, to the difparagement of the one 
only mediator^ y^f^^ Chrtji : of which there is 
no danger in defiling the prayers of any particular 
perfon or congregation here upon earth. And, 
whatever was the dejtgn of the Romijh doctrine 
of the invocation of faints ; it is evident in fadi^ 
that the common people in that church do, in 
purfiiance of it, apply to the mediation of the 
laints much more than to that of Jefus Chrift ; 
and entertain falfe and pernicious fentimchts of the 
divine being, as almoft inacceflible and inexora- 
ble, or at leaft as wanting continual folicitations 
from all the faints about his throne, to be kind 
to their brethren upon earth. Moreover it 
takes for granted a ridiculous round of prayers, 
and of informations relating to thofe prayers ; 
all inconfiftent with the tenor offcripture do- 
Arine \ and all upon the fuppofition, that they 
have knowledge of our addrefles, which we have 
no manner of reafon to believe they have. 

For, what if there is ^ joy in theprefence of the 
angels of God, over one Jinner that repenteth ? 
Luke XV. lo. If thefe and the like expreffions 
were not defigned to be figurative and hyperbo- 
lical, it is eafy to anfwer • that the angels have 
their knowledge, and confequently the occafion 
of their joy, by immediate revelation from God. 
And the fame is trae concerning thofe two pafla- 
ges in the Revelation; XL 15. XIX. i, 2. 
What if at the refiirreftion the faints fhall be 
equal to the angels; Luke XX, 36. or like un^ 
to the angels ? Forbear worftiiping them till that 
time : and you will then clearly fee, that neither 

O the 

^ Grounds, pag. 44. 
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the one nor the other are to be worfhiped. And 
fo indeed you may now, if you will but take 
the fcripture for your guide : which particularly 
warns you, to let no man beguile you of your re" 
wardy in a voluntary humility ^ and worjhiping 
of angels 'j Col. II. iS. Surely then he muft be 
much more a volunteer in worfliip, who will of- 
fer that to faints, which is forbidden to be offered 
to angels. 

But how indeed fhould either faints or angels 
know what pafTes here upon earth, without im- 
mediate revelation from God ? How can they be 
fenfible of the feveral addrefles made to them in 
heaven, by their worfhipers 'in all parts of the 
chriflian world ; linlefs you will acknowledge 
they are themfelves poflefled of divine perfedllons, 
fuch as omniprefence, omnifcience, and fearch- 
ing of the heart ? And how will that confifl with 
the honour which is due to God alone ? This one 
thought is a fufficient anfwer to all the * reafon- 
ings drawn from tbe light of glory ^ enjoyed by 
the faints and angels in heaven ; and all the re- 
flexions upon any texts of fcripture relating to it. 

As for the example of Jacob, Gen. XLVIIIs 
15, 16. the very recital of the words, I think, 
plainly fhews it was the Son of God himfelf, 
and not an ordinary angel, who is there fpoken 
of. God, before whom my fathers, Abraham 
and Ifaac, did walk ; the God, wh$fed me all my 
life lotfg unto this day ; the angel, who redeemed 
me from all evil, blefs the lads. And the fame 
appears to have been the angel, to whom Jacob 
wept and made fupplication *, Hofea XII. 4. 

As 

♦ Grounds, pagg. 44, 45. 
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As for the benedidlion, Rev. I. 4. in the name 
of the fevenjpirits before the throne : I cannot 
fee that it includes any more, than that they were 
to be the minifters of ih^it grace and peace ^ which 
proceed originally from God ; or that it can be 
any foundation of invocating them with religi- 
ous worftiip. 

But how will the Romanijis account for that 
remarkable example on the other fide of the 
queftion 5 that of the apoftle John ? who, when 
through the exceffive glory of the vifion he had 
received, ht fell down at the feet of the angel irota 
whom he received it, met with this reproof from 
him : See thou do it not : I am thy fellow ferv ant y 
and of fby brethren^ who have the teftimony of 
Jejiis: worjhip God. The apoftle is here told 
by an angel, that he muft worjhip Gody in 00- 
pofition to the thought of worjhiping angels: 
and the reafon for it is, becaufe angels are only 
fellowfervants with thofe who have the tejlimony of 
Jefus. This fingle text, one would think, fhould 
be liifficient, with thofe who have any regard to 
feripture, to overthrow the worftiip of angels 
and faints. But notwithftanding all that can be 
iaid againft this prai^ice, the church of Rome 
is refolved to retain it : and in order thereto has 
fet up her own authority againft the authority of 
God. 

The fame is to be faid concerning the next ar- 
ticle. 
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IX. / do viofi firmly ajferty that the 
images of Chrijl^ and of the mother of 
Gody always a virgin^ and alfo of other 
faint Sy ought to be had and retained : 
and that due honour and veneration 
ought to he given to the7n. 



But what is this due veneration ? If it is to be 

underftood by the conftant practice of the Ro- 

mifh church, (nptwithftanding all their pretences 

of a defire to * remove fuperftition, and notr 

withflanding the fubterfuge of a relative honour^ 

and the laboured diftindion between T^at^^oi 

and S'ttAgfa ) it is a dired: and pofitive worjhip 

of the images themfetvcs. And what if the 

worfliiper (ioes not exprefsly fay to the image 

itfelf, / worfhip thee : yet if he is diredted to 

pray to it, to profefs his hope and truft in it, 

and all this is to be attended with the folemnity 

of bowing to it, lighting candles, and burning 

incenfe before it -, what difference is the common 

people likelv to make in their minds between 

this and real worjhip ? And yet all this worfliip 

is, by the diredion of the jfiomr/h church, paid 

to 

* Cpncfl. Tride;it. Sefs. XXV. 
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to a crucifixy in the following words of their 
Breviary, appointed to be ufed on the evening 
before paffion Sunday i-f* Hailo croji^my only hope: 
do thoUy in this pa/Jton-feafony increaje grace to the 
tiousy and blot out the crimes of the guilty. 

This is a ftated public adt of devotion in the 
church of Rome. And therefore it is fiirprizing, 
that the author of the Grounds fhould abfolutcly 

* deny * that the papifts pray to images 5 and 

* that he (hould appeal to common fenfe, and 

* to the Doway catechifm, as teaching them, 
^ that images can neither fee nor hear, nor help us* 
Hence it appears however, that to ferve the inte- 
refts of mother church, papifts can allow them- 
felves to pradtife, publicly and ftatedly, what they 
acknowledge to be contrary to their own approved 
religious inftrudions, and to common fenfe. He 
tells us, in the fame page, that * papifts are not 
^ taught to put truft and confidence in images, 
^ as the heathens did in their idols ; but are ex- 

* prefsly taught the contrary by the council of 
^ Trent' And it is certain, that the J council 
of Trent y in the XXVth. feflion, whatever their 
defign was, does fpeak to this purpofe^ But 
why then is this public adt of worfhip continued ? 
Why is every worfhiper ftill diredted and obliged 

to 

-f O crux, ave, Ipes unlca : hoc paiEonls tempore^ piis adange 
gratiain> reifque dele crimina. 

* pag. 47- 

% Non quod fiducia in imaginibus iit figenda, velud olim fiebat a 
gentibui, qua: in idolis fpem fiiam collocabant. Concih Trid. 
. Sejffr, XXV. de venerat. Jan&w. ^ imag. 
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to fay, haily o crofs^ my only hope 5 and exprefsly 
to pray to it for grace ^nd pardon ? 7}}omas Aqui^ 
nas adted a much more honourable part, than ei- 
ther this author or the council itfelf, when, dif- 
courfing on this very fubjeft, he faid : :|; * We 

* yield the worfliip of latria^ [that is, we 

* yield divine worjhip'] to that, in which we 

* place the hope of falvation. But we place the 

* hope of falvation in the crofs of Chrift. For 

* the church fings, hail^ crojs^ our only hope: 

* do thoUy in this pajfion-jeafony increafe righteouf- 

* nefs to the pious y and grant pardon to the guilty. 

* Therefore the crofs of Chrift is to be adored 

* with the adoration of latriaJ And again : 

* It is adored with the fame adoration as Chrift 

* himfelf; that is, with the adoration of latria. 

* And for this reafon we fpeak to the crofs, and 

* pray to it, as to him who was crucified/ 

As to the images of the virgin Mary and other 
JaintS'y it is notorious, that there is in the church 
of Rome fuch a veneration paid to them, as the 
Icripture no where allows to the perfons themfelves 
whom they reprefent. It is no wonder therefore, 
that in that church images of Gfod the Father 

and 

• 

% nil exhibemus latrias cultum, in quo ponimus Ipem falutis : fed 
in cruce Chrifti ponimus fpem falutis : cantat enim ecclefia ; O 
crux, a<vi, Jpes unica: hoc faffsonis tempore, auge fiisjuftitiam, rf- 
ifque dona 'veniam. Ergo crux ChriiH adoranda eft adoratione la* 
triae. Aquin, fum, part. III. qu, 25 . art, 4. 

Adoratur eadem adoratione cum Chrifto, fc. adoratione ktriae : 
& propter hoc etiam crucem alloquimur & deprecamur, quafi ip- 
fum crucifixum. Ibid, 
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and of the blefled Trinity fliould be allowed ; and 
that the author, I have fo often referred to, (hou'd 
think himfelf obliged to palliate thefe things, at 
the fame time that he pbferves * ^ their profeflion 
* of faith makes no mention of fuch images/ But 
his argument from the title of the Ancient of 
days^ afcribed to the Moft High, Dan. VII. 9. 
will never juftify the painting God the Father 
under the figure of an old man : efpecially after 
that exprefs charge of Mofes to the Ifraelites^ 
Deut. IV. 15, 16. V^dke ye therefore good heed to 
yourfehes ; Jor ye faw no manner of fmilitude on 
the day that the Lord Jpake unto you in Horeb out 
of the midji of the fire : left ye corrutt your- 
JelveSj and make you a graven image ^ thefimili- 
tude of any figure^ the likenefs of male or female. 
And as for painting the Holy Ghoft under the 
limilitude of a dove: there is no foundation for 
that in the text cited to fupport it. For St. Mat^ 
thew^ III. 16. fays only, that at the baptifm of 
Chrift the holy Ghoft defcended like a dove^ and 
lighted on him \ that is, defcended as a dove de- 
icends : wrhence it is probable, that a bright lu- 
minous appearance defcended and hovered over 
our Saviour's head: but nothing more can be 
certainly concluded from the words. 

I fhall conclude my remarks on this article 
with quoting the curfes of the fecond council of 
Nice againft thofe who difapprove the fubjeiS of 
it. Befides their f* repeated exclamations ; we 

receive 

* GroundSf pag, 49. 
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receive and falute the venerable images ; we Jub^ 
jeB to a curje thofe who are otherwije minded j a 
curfe to thofe ^ who take the fayings of holy fcrip^ 
ture againfi idols j as Jpoken of the venerable ima^ 
ges J a curfe to thofe who do not falute the holy and 
venerable images j a curfe to thofe who call the fajr 
cred images idols : befides thefe exclamations, I 
fay, the -f* addrefs of the council^ with the 
patriarch T^arafius at their head, to the emperor 
Conflantine and his mother Irene^ very fully 
exprefles their fenfe, in the following words. 
'T/i manifejiy that it is confeffedly and without 
doubt acceptable and well pleafing to God, to adore 
and falute the imaged reprefentations of the ceco^ 
nomy * of our Lorajefus Chrifi, and of the un- 

defkd 

^Hcti ^ctpSi pi^HS 7d( xj^r eii^Km, eii rif ai^df eixivasi dLvd^- 

^K^hiji TwV hejis H'/jivoi « «/JtfArt, «&md«fut* Concil. Nicacn. II. 
apud Labbe, torn. VII. pag. 576, 592. 

f^i<u TH xjueitt iiJSSS 'IiiaS Xf /s-y, 1^ i ti^^dvTV ^ontcv j^ det jiapSi- 
- «uco-a^f d^. Kfiu §i Hi lii »7»^ 1;^/, d}^ AfAptaCni'nin 19 vom «%? 

/d^/xw ii/^ffuioJ^&'. pag. 514. 

• Tie ceconom^of our Lardy ejus Cimft. This phrafc is cxplain'd 
in the confcffion of Pafil, bifhop of Jncyra, prefented to this fame 
fynody as fignifying the manhood of our blefled Saviour ; that dtf^ 
fenfation of our Lordjefus Cbrifi, 'wberefy/br wr fahatm he Af- 
€ame man. Ibid. pag. 57. 
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defiled mother of God^ and ever-virgin Mary^ of 
the honourable angels^ and of all the faints. And 
if any man does not bold thiSy but doubts and fickens 
concerning the adoration of the venerable images : 
him our holy and oecumenical fynod anathematizes. 
The council here is very pofitive, that the pra- 
d:ice fpoken of is confejjedly and without all doubt 
well pleafng to God; though throughout the whole 
fcries of their adts it appears, that there were 
many who believed it highly difpleafng to him ; 
which was indeed the occafion of their often re- 
peated curies. But if they themfelves were ever 
{o well fatisfied in worfliiping images : yet me- 
thinks it was unmerciful to put all thofe under a 
fblemn curfe, who (hould ever have a doubt or 
qualm in their mind about its efpecially fincethey 
tell us almoft in the fame breath, in which tliey 
pronounce the curfe, that J Anathema is no other 
than a feparationfrom God. But thus the holyfy-^ 
nod has decreed. 

In the tenth article, the believer of pope P/- 
us^ Creed is taught to fay : 



X. / do alfo affirm^ that the power of 
Indulgences was by Chriji left in the 
Churchy a?td that the^ufe of them is ve-- 
ry falutary to the chrijiian people. 

P Now 

t Ti ivi^fAA iJiv Ineiv ^tff 8 }ff^i(T^i "im 8iS. pag. 584. 
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Now concerning this article it may very fafely 
be affirmed, that it is much more beneficial to the 
prieft, than to the people. To the prieft indul- 
gences are of great advantage, in this reipedl, 
that they bring him in much riches. But to the 
people they are evidently hurtful, both in the 
concerns of this world, and of that which is to 
come. With their worldly fubftance they pay 
dear for that, which has an evident tendency to 
the ruin of their fouls. For, what other ten- 
dency can there be in a man*s believing, that for 
money he can purchafe a pardon, not only for 
fins part, but for fuch a§ he fhall commit in time 
to come J whatever his own wicked heart is incli- 
ned to commit, or whatever he may be drawn 
into, by venturing in the way of the mofl: dange- 
rous temptations? What man efpecially, who 
has plenty of this world's good, will ever lay that 
rcftraint upon his afiedtions, in which the very 
effence of religion and virtue confifl:s ; what re- 
gard can be had to the declarations of God's diA 
pleafure againft finners, and his refolution to pu- 
nifli them with a final feparation from his favour; 
if men can be brought to believe, that he has 
put it in the power of their fellow-creatures to 
abfolve them beforehand, or to enable them to 
abfolve themfelves? And what gave them the 
confidence to affirm, that Cbriji left this power of 
indulgences in the church? A power he has cer- 
tainly left, of declaring the forgivenefs of the tm- 
ly penitent. But if he has left the real power of 
forgiving fins, to prieft, or pope, or to any man, 

or 
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or body of men in the world, to be difpofed of 
at their will and pleafiire; he has thereby put it 
out of his own hands, and even out of the hands 
of the Father too. And if any man can by the 
authority of the church be perfuaded to interpret 
fcripture in this fenfe j I fhall never wonder at 
any abfurdities or immoralities he may be guilty 
of 

The papifts indeed, when they think it may 
ferve their turn, particularly when they are en- 
deavouring to make converts among proteftants, 

* deny that they mean by indulgences a leave to 

* commit fin, or pardon for fins to come/ And 
this is particularly denied by the author of the 
Grounds of catholic doSirine^ pag. 49. But to 
what purpofe is it to deny thefe things? What if 
this leave to commit Jin^ or pardon for Jins to comCy 
is not exprefsly fet down in the words of the In- 
dulgence itfelf ? Yet if provifion be made, where- 
by a man may, for a certain fum, fecure an indul- 
gence' for any fin he fliall commit ; does it not 
come to much the fame thing ? The council of 
Trent acknowledges, * that Chriji has left to the 
church the power of beftowing indulgences : and 'tis 
well known, that the popes, from age to age, 
take into their own hands the exercife of this 
power. And according to this conftitution of 
things it follows, as -f^ T^homas Aquinas honeftly 
ownsi that * tho* the man who takes out an in- 

P 2 * dulgence 

* Seff. XXV. continuat. die 4. Decemb. 

-f* Dicenduniy quod ille qui indulgentias fufcipit, non abfolvitur 
fimpliciter loquendo, a debito pcsnae ; fed datur fibi unde debituni 
<blvat. A(^iJiXi. fum. f^L tertitP fartis, f«, XXV. art* !• 
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dulgence is not ftridly fpeaking thereby abfol- 
ved from the debt of punifhment} yet there is 
that given to him, whereby he may abfolve 
himfelf/ And the fame author aflures youj 
* that ' indulgences are fometimes fo given, that 
he who affifts in eredting a fabric, fhall have the 
third part of his fins remitted: fometimes fo, 
that he who goes to a certain church, fhall have 
feven years of pardon: and that if in any 
church there is a perpetual indulgence, as, in 
St. Peter's church, an indulgence of 40 days 5 
then, fo often as any one goes there, fo often 
he obtains the indulgence/ Now is not this in 
efFcft a leave to commit Jin^ or a pardon beforehand', 
when a man knows he has nothing elfe to do, but 
to get within reach of fuch a church, when he 
wou'd commit his intended villany; or, as foon 
as it is over, go and purchafe a j'even years par^ 
don, or a pardon for the third part of all his pafi 
jins'^ Butflill, this was doing bufinefs only by 
piece-rrleal. And therefore the popes thought fit 
to grant plenary indidgejices for allfns ; and that 
upon a great variety of occafions, fiiited to the 
various tafles and circumftances of the people. 
Out of a confiderable number of inflances cited 
by a -f- Romijh author, I fliall only mention a 

few. 

* AJiquando datur indulgentia, quod qui dat auxilium ad ali- 
quam fabricam erigendam, tertiam partem remiilionis peccatorum 
confcquatur. — Quandoque datur hoc modo indulgentia, quod qui 
vadit ad aliquam ecclefiam, feptem annos remiflionis confequatur. 
Ibid, art, 2. — Si in aliqua ecclefia fit indulgentia perennis, ficut 
in ecclefia B. Petri, 40 dicrum ; tunc quoties aliqms vadit, toties 
induigentiam confequitur. Ibid, condus. ad quartum. 

f Plenaria indulgentia datur folum a fummis pontificibus : quod 
fit diveWimode. Mquando enim datur utiliter oninibus certum lo- 
cum 
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few. * Sometimes a plenary indulgence is given 

* profitably to all who (hall vifit a certain place ; 
^ and given fimply, that is, for all time ; as it 

* is commonly faid concerning the vifiters of our 

* Lord's fepulchre. Sometimes it is given to 

* all who vifit a certain place on a certain day 
^ within the year : as it is granted to the church 

* of St. Mary. Sometimes it is granted to all 

* who (hall perform a certain work : e. g. fuch 
^ as {hall take the crofs, and go to war againft 

* the infidels ; whether they go in perfon, or fend 

* warriors, or give a certain fum of money, by 
^ way of alms, for iiich a work, orforjome other 

* pious bujtjtefs! A famous example of plenary 
indulgence may be feen in the ^f Canon Law, 
granted by pope Boniface VIII. to all fuch as 
(hou'd, in the firft year of each century, vifit 
the churches of St Peter and St. Paul. The 
words are : JVe Jhall and do grants not only 

full and larger^ but the fullejt pardon of all fins. 
Which is confirm'd in the next chapter by C/?- 
ment VI. who reduces the jubilee to every fiftieth 
year ; and includes the church of Later an. His 

words are : Decreeing that they who fioally 

for 

cum vifitantibus ; fimpliciter, i. e. pro omni tempore : ficut com- 
muniter djcitur de vi Stantibus fepulchrum Domini. — Aliquando 
datur indulgenria plenaria omnibus vifitantibus certum locum certa 

die infra annum ; ut concefTum ell ecclefiaj S. Mariae. Tertio 

modo datur indulgentia plenaria onmibus facientibus certum opus : 
puta aflumentibus crucem ad bellandum contra infideles ; vel eunti- 
bus, vel mittentibus bellatores contra illos; vel dantibus certam 
fummam pecuniae eleemofynaliter pro tali opere, 'vel alio pio negotio. 
^ntonin. Repertor. part. I. tit. lo. feft. 4. 

-(• Non foliim plenam & largiorem, imo pleniffimam omnium 
fuorum concedemus, & concedimus, veniam peccatorum. Lib, Y. 
fxtrav. cof^fftun, /;/. 9. caf. 1. 
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for devotion* sfakcy vifit tbefe churches y Jhall obtain 
tbefulleft pardon of all their fins. 

It is furprizing, that a mortal man fliou'd ever 
dare to decree in this manner : or to iky, as J5^- 
nijace does, We grant the fullejl pardon of allfns. 
But, from one degree to another, this matter was 
at length carried to fuch an extravagant height, 
that it is no great wonder, that the dodlrine of 
indulgences fliou'd, under the hand of God, 
prove the immediate occafion of the Reforma- 
tion. If the council oi Trent y by reafon of the 
fcandal which this doftrine brought upon their 
church, did * ordain, * that abufes fhou'd be 

* corrected, and evil lucre abolifhed y it has ft ill 
for want of being particular enough, left room 
for the return of moft, if not all, the abufes and 
fcandals which this dodtrine ever introduced. 

And even the author of the Grounds of catho^ 
lie doSiriney when he quotes fcripture, to prove 
that Chrift has left the power of indulgences in 
the church, does it in fuch a manner, as if he 
wou'd have us expedt from them the real pardon 
of fin ; tho* he had before -f- told us, that by in- 
dulgences he meant no more, than * a releafing of 

* the debt of temporal punifhment.' He % pro- 
duces in particular the words of Chrift to Peter ^ 
Mat. XVI. 19. (the fame text which he had |j 
l)efore quoted to prpve, * that fuch fins as exclude 

* from the kingdom of heaven cannot be remitted 

* independently of the keys of the church'j I will 
give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven : 

and 

* Seff. XXV. Decemb. 4. deer, de indulg. 

t pag. 49- X pag. SO- K pag- «*^- 
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an^ whatfoever thou foalt bind on earth jhall he 
bound in heaven ; and whatfoever thoujhalt looje on 
earth Jhall be loojed in heaven. But it is evident, 
in the firft place, that this power, whatever it 
was, was not in thefe words given to the church, 
but to Feter. It is further evident, from the 
context, wherein Feter had confefs'd that JejUi 
was the Chrijiy the Son of the living God^ and 
Chrift had affured him that upon that rock he 
would build his church \ it is evident, I fay, from 
this context, that the power of binding and loof- 
ing related to the awful efFedts of his preaching 
Chrift's dodlrine, by the immediate diredlion and 
affiftance of the holy Ghoft. And the fame 
power, defcribed in the like figurative manner, 
Chrift gave to all the reft of the apoftles, Job. 
XX. 22, 23. when he breathed on them, and 
faid. Receive ye the holy Ghoft : who/ejoever ftns ye 
remits they are remitted unto them j and whojejb^ 
ever ftns ye retain^ they are retained. That this 
is the true meaning of the words in St. Matthew^ 
appears by the promife in the beginning of the 
verfe; I will give unto thee the keys of the king-- 
dom of heaven ; which was made good in Peter's 
having the honour to open the dodtrine of the 
kingdom of heaven, by being the firft perfon 
who preached the gofpel after Chrift's refurre<5ti- 
on. There is therefore nothing of popifli indul- 
gences in the cafe 5 nothing relating to the power 
of releafing the debt of temporal punifliment : 
much lefs is there any thing like the real power of 
forgiving fuch fins as exclude from the kingdom 
of heaven ; otherwifc than as Peter was impow- 
ered and dire<a:ed to preach that gofpel, which 

fhou'd 
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fhou'd have this happy efFedt on thofe who em- 
braced it. 

As to the words of St. Paul, 2 Cor. II. 10. the 
forgivenefs there fpoken of will do no fervice to 
the church of Rome in her do6trine of indulgen- 
ces, till that church can prove fhe has the fame 
power, by which the apoftle did what he there 
fpeaks of. For the right underftanding of this 
text 'tis neceffary to go back to the former epiftle 
to the Corifitbians. Where we find : that a cer- 
tain perfon in the church of Corinth had been 
guilty of a very foul and grievous crime : that 
this had been too much connived at : and that 
the apoftle thought fit hereupon to exercife that 
extraordinary power, which by the immediate 
gift of the holy Ghoft was conferred upon him, 
of folemnly delivering the man unto Satan, for 
the deJiruBion of theflejh, that his foul might be 
faved in the day of the Lord; that is, of in- 
flidting fome dreadful judgment or calamity 
upon his body, that by refleding upon this im- 
mediate and vifible hand of God he might be 
brought to a better mind, as by the event it ap- 
pears he was. Read only the apoftle's words to 
the church of Corinth, ( for it was upon their 
pronouncing the judgment, that it was to take 
effedt) and you will plainly fee that this was the 
cafe. I Cor. V. 3, 4, 5. I verily, as ahfent in hth^ 
dy, but prefent infpirit, have judged already, as 
though I were prefent, concerning him who hath Jo 
done this deed: In the name of the Lord y ejus 
Chrifl, when ye are gathered together, andmyjpi" 
rit, with the power cf the Lord J ejus Chriji ; ta 
deliver Jucb a one unto Satan, for the dejiru&ion 
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of the flejhy that the fpirit may be faved in the 
day of the Lord Jejiis. The apoille cannot here 
be underftood merely as agreeing and concurring 
with the Corinthian church, in a cenfure to be 
pafTed upon an offender. His words include a- 
bundantly more. Befides the folemn mention of 
the fjame of the Lord 'Jefus Chrifi ; here is the 
mention of the Spirit ^ that extraordinary aS/>/- 
r/V, with which the apoftle was endued, and of 
the power of our Lord jfefus Chrifi^ as prefent 
with the church, in denounchig the judgment: all 
this, for delivering over the offender unto Satan^ 
Jor the deftriiBion of the flejlo. 'Tis to the like 
purpole, that the fame apoflle fays concerning 
Hymenaeiis and Alexander^ i Tim. I. 20. that he 
had delivered them unto Satan^ that they might 
learn not to blafpheme. Which words cannot be 
underftood of a church's cenfure ; for the apoflle 
fpeaks of the thing as his own ad: : nor do they 
include the judging of the offenders to future mi- 
fery ; but to fome prefent fufrering, to teach them 
not to blafpheme^ that they might avoid future 
mifery. It plainly appears therefore to be meant 
of fome extraordinary judgment from heaven, 
inflidted on their bodies, for the awakening of 
their minds. The fame power the apoflle exer- 
cifed, when he flruck Elymas the forcerer with 
fudden blindnefs^ for endeavouring to pervert the 

deputy from the faith ^ ASls XIII. 6 iz. 

And what was the infliding of fudden death 
upon Ananias and Sapphira^ but an exercife of 
the fame power, in the highefl degree ? All this, 
which was the extraordinary gift of God, con- 
ferred on the primitive age, for confirming the 

Q^ authority 
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authority of the chriftian religion, was agree- 
able to a received opinion of the Jews^ that di- 
ftempers, as well as other calamities, had the 
nature of divine judgments : which was the rea- 
fon of the difciples afking Chrift, concerning 
the man born blind, whether the Jin was in the 
man himfelf, or in his parents \ John IX. 2. 

Now it appears, from the cafe before us, as 
well as from the many beneficial miracles which 
thfe apoftles wrought ; that as they had a power 
to inflift judgments, fo they had likewife a power 
to releafe from them. And as they were, under^ 
the hand of God, the immediate punijhers of fin, 
in the judgments which they inJliSted\ fo when,by 
the extraordinary power communicated to them, 
they releajed from thofe judgments, they were as 
properly, in the fame refpedt, laid to forgive. 
And the fame things, in their degree, feem to 
have been trae concerning the Corinthian church 
itfelf : which abounded, as other churches then 
did, with extraordinary gifts; and upon whofe 
pronouncing the fcntence, in obedience to the 
apoftle's diredtion, the bodily punifhment fell 
upon the inceftuous perfon; and upon whofe 
forgiving him likewife, in obedience to the apo- 
ftle's direction, when he came to be iatisfied of 
his fincere repentance, he was to be releafed from 
the bodily punifhment. 

Let any man judge, from the apoftle's own 
words, whether this is not his meaning. 2 Cor. IF. 
6 — 9. Sufficient tofuch a man is this punijhment^ 
'which was infixed of many. So that contrariwtje 
ye ought rather to forgive him , and comfort bim^ kji 
perhaps fucb a one Jhould be fwallowed up with over^ 

much 
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much Jbrrow. Wherefore I befeech you^ that ye nvould 
confirm your love towards him. For to this end aljb 
did I write ; that I might know the proof of yoUy 
whether ye be obedient in all things. Then follow 
the words of the controverted text, ver. lo. To 
whom ye forgive any thingy I forgive alfo : for if 
I forgave any things to whom I forgave it^ for 
your fakes forgave I it^ in the perfon of Chrift. 
From which words, and particularly from the 
apoftle's faving, that he forgave in the perfon of 
Chrifiy I think it evident \ that the inftances of 
forgiving^ to which he refers, were releafes from 
immediate and vifible judgments of God, inflidt- 
cd by that power, which was communicated to 
chriftians in the primitive age, and more efpeci- 
ally to the apoftles. When the church oiRome 
can thus, by the meer force of her cenfures, bring 
down immediate judgments from heaven upon 
the perfons cenfured, and when we fee this by 
the efFedts themfelves ; it will be time enough 
for us to believe, that fhe can forgive^ in the 
fenfe of this text 5 that is, releaje the true peni- 
tent from that diftemper, or other calamity, 
which her cenfure brought upon him. But, as 
in other cafes, fo in this : that church vainly pre- 
tends to have, as a ftanding power remaining 
in her, what was the extraordinary gift of the 
holy Ghoft to the primitive age. And becaufe 
the Almighty does not concur with her cenfures, 
by inflidting immediate judgments from heaven, 
ihe will do the whole bufinefs herfelf, by the power 
the fword. For fhe affirms, as we have already 
* leen, if we can believe the words of pope Boni^ 

Q^ f(^ce^ 

* pag. 61. of thiseflay. 
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face^ that both fwords are in the power of the 
churchy and that the magiftrate is to be her drudge 
and executioner. 

All that I fliAll further obferve concerning in- 
dulgences is 3 that however the vvifdom of the 
great governor of all may think proper to cha- 
ftife his fervants in this world for their follies, at 
the fame time that he has a favour for them upon 
the whole \ yet this is no foundation of a reafon 
for the church to pretend to * releafe the debt of 

* temporal punifliment, remaining due upon ac- 

* count of fins, after the fins themfelves, as to 

* the guilt of eternal punifliment, have been al- 

* ready remitted/ This, the author of -f* the 
Grounds of catholic doBrine fays, is all that is 
meant by indulgences. But even this, as fmall 
a matter as he would make it, is, I think, no 
lefs tlian ufurping the prerogative of the Moft 
High. It is therefore to no purpofe to 1^ quote 

* the cafe of king David, 2 Sam. XII. to whom 
^ Nathan upon his repentance declared, that the 

* Lord had put away his Jin, and yet denounced 

* many terrible punifliments, which fliould be 

* inflidted by reafon of this fin.' For this was all 
God's own doing, declared by immediate order 
from himfelf, by the mouth of his prophet, and 
fulfilled upon his family and pofl:erity, as it was 
foretold it fliould be. And can the church of 
Rome^ or any other church in the world, have 
the confidence to put herfelf in the place of God 
in fuch matters ; to judge and to ad:, in chafli- 
fing and in pardoning, as flie pleafes ! From any 

fuch 

. t .pag. 49- % ^' i^^ 
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liich church I humbly bcfeech God in his great 
mercy to defend me. 

The eleventh article contains a dodlrine of 
great importance to the church of Rome: and is 
conceived in the following words. 



XL / acknowledge the holy catholic and 
apoJloUc Roman church to he the mother 
and mijlrefs of all churches : and I pro- 
mife and fwear true obedience to the pope 
of Rome, the fuccejfor of St. Peter the 
prince of the apojllesy and the vicar of 
jfefus Chrijl. 

All the other articles would fignify but 
little, without fuch a one as this; becaufe if 
a man fhould change his judgment in any of 
the preceding points, it would be natural for him 
to alter his pradlice. And it was undoubtedly 
to prevent this change, or to provide againft 
the confequences of it, that the two firft articles 
took care to tie down the votaries of Rome to a 
firm adherence to ecclefiajiical traditions^ and all 
other objervances and conftitutiom of the church ; 
and to admit the holy fi:ripture in that fenfe only^ 
which the church holds i and to acknowledge it her 
bufinefs to judge of the fen/e and interpretation there^ 
of But all this, it ieems, was not enough. There 
muft belide3 be a vow of obedience, unlimited 
obedience, to the pope, as vicar of Chrift : and 

moreover; 
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rnorcortJr > tirhat h in thafe two atrticles laid in 
a general way, concerning the catholic and apojlth 
lie churchy is here exprefsly confined to the church 
of Rome I that its difciples may be taught to be- 
lieve, the church of Rome is the catholic churchy 
and the only trae church of Jelus Chrift. 

But how abfurd is this affertion, as well as 
falfe in fadl ? The church of Rome is a particular 
churchy profeffing the chri'ftian doflxine, tho' in 
9 very corrupt and erroneous manner. Now, to 
believe that this, or any other particular church, 
in Italy ^ or France ^ or Spain^ or England^ or any 
where elfe, is the catholic^ i. e. the univerfal 
church ; is to believe that a part is the whole : 
and to talk of the catholic church of Rome^ is juft 
as good fenfe, as to talk of a general Jpecial^ or 
a univerfal particular. 

And as to the falfity of the Roman church be- 
ing the mother of all churches 3 that is very plain 
from the hiftory of the new teftament. Which 
affures us, that the firft church was gathered in 
Jerufalem^ many circumftances concurring to 
order it fo : particularly, our Lord's trial and 
crucifixion there, after he had employed in that 
place a confiderable part of his miniftty ; his re- 
furre<Stion from the dead; and the defcent of the 
holy Ghoft upoiv^ his apoftles. All thefe ciicum- 
ftances, together with Chrift's oven command' to 
his apoftles^ to begirt their prieaching ztyeru^ 
falem^ Luke XXIV. concurred to make jeru^ 
falem the place, where the firft church fhoolcl 
be gathered; And befid^s die church of Jerti^ 
falem y many churches Were gathtttd iii other 

places^ 
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places, before there was any church at Ronie : 
fo far is that from being the mother-cburch. 

Then, as to authority: the new teftament 
knows no fuch thing, as the making any one 
church Jovereign or tnifirefi over others. If any 
one could claim the fovereignty, it muft be that 
which was firfl gathered in yerufalem^ by the 
miniftry of the apoftles : becaufe it was from 
that body of chriftians that the chriftian doftrine 
was fpred, into all thofe places which afterwards 
received it. But there is no footftep of any au^ 
thority or power ^ claimed by that or by any church 
in the new teftament, over any other whatever : 
nor any foundation for this pretended authority 
of the church of Rome over other churches, but 
what arifes from a wrong interpretation of the 
words of our Saviour to the apoftle Peter 5 who is^ 
fuppofcd to have been afterwards bifliop of Rome, 
tho' it is ftill a doubt, whether he ever was there. 
Upon Peter's confeffing Chriji to be the Son (f the 
Iming Gody Chrift gave a ftrong teftimony of his 
approving that confeflion, by alluding to his 
name, which fignifies a rock^^ and faying to 
him : thou art Peter ; and upon this rock I will 
build my churchy and the gates of hell Jhall not 
prevail againft it : and I will give unto thee the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven ; and whatfoever 
thou Jhalt bind on earth Jhall he bound in heaven j 
and whatfoever thou Jhalt loofe on, earth Jhall be 
loo/ed in heaven. Mat.XVL 16 19. 

The rock, upon which Chrift built his church, 
was not the firmnefs of Peter himfelf, who after 
this moft fhamefuUy denied his mafter with oaths 
and curies 5 but the goodne^ of hisconfeftion : a^ 

grecably 
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greeably to which we find, in the following hi- 
ftory of the new teftament, that the acknow- 
ledging "Jefus to be the Son of Gody was looked 
on as receiving the whole chriftian dodlrine ; this 
being the firm foundation, upon which the whole 
fuperftru(Sure was built. As to Chriji's giving 
unto Peter the keys of the kingdom of heaven y that 
receives a clear explication from his being, by the 
providence of God, made the inftrument of open- 
ing the doftrine of the kingdom of heaven ; in 
being the firft preacher of the gofpel, both to 
yews and Gentiles^ after the refurrcdlion and af- 
cenfion of Chrift, whereby his kingdom was 
cftablifhed. This is the plain and evident mean- 
ing of Chriffs giving to Peter the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven. The giving him thereby the 
power, oi letting in or Jhut ting out from the hap- 
pinefs of that kingdom whomfoever he pleafed, is 
too abfurd a thought to deferve a mention ; as it 
is abfolutely inconfiftent with the wifdom of di- 
vine government. Befides, if any fiich mean- 
ing as this could be gathered from the follow- 
ing words, whatjbever thou jhalt bifui on earth 
fhall be bound in heaven^ and wbatfoever tboiifhalf 
loofe on earth jhall be loofed in heaven : the iatne 
extent of power was undoubtedly given by bur 
Lord to all the apoftles, a little before his afcen- 
fion, and confequently npt confined to Peter : 
jfohn XX. 23, Wbofefoever fins ye remity they 
are remitted unto them, \ and whojefoever fins ye 
fetain^ they are retained. Yet there is no ferrl- 
blance of ian argument, from thefe or any other 
words of our Lord, that his apoftles, or any o- 
t;her men upon earth, fliould have ]p6wer, it dleir 

will 
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will and pleafure, to determine whofe fins fliould 
be forgiven, and whofe not forgiven -, who (hould 
be admitted into the ftate of future happinefe, 
and who excluded. No : they can with no co- 
lour of reafon be underftood to mean any thing 
like this. They fignify indeed, that the apoftles, 
faithfully preaching the doftrine of the kingdom 
of heaven, under the infallible guidance and di- 
redlion of the holy Ghoft, fhould by the tenour 
of that preaching fully make known, who were 
the perfons that fliould be faved, and who con- 
demned : and that they had authority to afliire 
thofe who (hould embrace the chriftian do<Sfcrine^ 
and conform their hves to it, that they fliould in- 
herit eternal life; and that thofe who fliould 
malicioufly rejed: it, or contradid: their profef- 
fion of it by a wicked courfe of a6lion, fliould 
be finally miferable. This is that power of 
binding and loojing^ which was committed to P^- 
ter^ and of remitting and retaining fins^ com- 
mitted to him and his brethren together. 

And now what becomes of Peter's pretended 
character, as prince of the apojiles and vicar of 
jfefus Chrijl? How vifible indeed is it, that 
Chrifl: was determined to have no vicar tipoa 
earth ; no one of his apofl:les prince over the 
refl: ; no head of the church befides himfelf ? What 
elfc could he mean in thofe words. Mat. XXIII. 8. 
Be not ye called Rabbi t for one is your majiery 
even Chriji ; and all ye are brethren. What could 
he mean by thofe words, X«^^ XXII. 25, 26, 
occafioned by a ftrifc among the apofl:les, which 
fhould be the greateft 5 which was a proper fea- 
ibn for deciding whether any, and which in par- 

R " ticular. 
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ticular, fhould have fuperiority over the reft? 
He /aid unto them : the kings of the gentiles exer^ 
cife lordjhip over them ; and they that exercije au- 
thority upon them are called benefaSlors. But ye 
/hall not be Jo :. but he who is greateji among you^ 
(that is, moft defervedly in eftcem) let him be as 
the younger \ and he that is chiefs as he that doth 
Jerve. Thefe, and other like things, were faid 
to Peter y as well as to the reft of the apoftles. And 
throughout the whole new teftament there is no 
footftep or appearance, of his ever having looked 
on himfelf, or his being acknowledged by his 
brethren, to have a fuperiority over them. 

The papifts indeed eagerly catch at any thing, 
that may feem to countenance this fuperiority. 
But in their eagerneis they are fometimes fb un- 
happy, as to lay hold on texts, which make dire- 
dtly againft them ; which call to mind Peter's 
failings, and give him advice fuitable to the re- 
membrance of them. Such are two of the texts 
quoted by the author of * the Grounds. The 
one of which gives him warning beforehand 
of the great fall, which would be occafioned by 
his high conceit of his own ftrength; and exhorts 
him, whenever he fliould be recovered, to do 
what he could to prevent the fall of others : Luke 
XXII. 32. fFhen thou art converted, Jirengthen 
thy brethren. This is very far from ^ committing 
* unto Peter the care of his brethren the apoftles/ 
any otherwife than letting him know, that it 
would be his duty to remove, as far as he fhould 
be able, the ftumbling-block which his fall 
would lay in their way : and inftead of a com- 

mifiion 

•pag. 51. 



[ 131 ] XL 

mifGon conveying authority, it is indeed an ad- 
vice and exhortation, ariiing from the view of 
his owrn failings. The other text, John XXL 
I5j 1 6, 17. diredlly points at Pf/^r's (hameful 
fall, after it was over, and at that prefumption 
which was the occafion of it j exhorting him to 
take care for the future, rather to attend to hi^ 
own duty in feeding the jlock of Chrijiy than to 
boaft as if he loved his mafter more than any of 
his brethren did. This was a manifeft rebuke tp 
his rafhnefs, in having promifed, that tbd all 
Jhould forfake Chri/iy yet would not he : and the 
rebuke was the more vifible, in thrice repeating 
the queftion, Simon Jon of Jonas ^ levef thou me 5 
and once putting it thus, lovejt thou me more than, 
thefe. And Peter himfelf was fenfible of it, in only 
anfwering. Lord thou knoweft Hove thee -, withotit 
venturing to intimate, as before, that he hereiii 
exceeded his brethren. And as to the exhorta- 
tion, to feed Chrijl's jheep and lambs : that was 
evidently a duty common to all the apoftles : 
and tho' now moft properly, and with inimitable 
force, recommended to Peter in particular, yet 
was fo far from being confined to him, that Peter 
himfelf afterwards exhorted the elders^ qvprejby^ 
tersy among thofe to whom he direded his firft 
epiftle, to perform the very fame duty ; i Pet. 
V. I, 2. What femblance now of a fuperiorify' 
in Peter is there to be fetched from thefe texts ? 
And how does St. PauPs with/landing him to the 
face at Antioch confift, either with his fuperio- 
rity, or his infallibility ? 

And even, \i Peter had been infallible, and had 
been conftituted fupreme over his brethren j whicn, 

R 2 'til 
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'tis plain,' he was not : yet how would that prove, 
that the church of Rome is the mother and mi/irefi 
of all churches ; and that the pope of Rome is 
bijhop of bijhops^ and prince ofallpajlors, and 
that obedience is to be promiied and fworn to the 
bifhop of Rome^ as vicar of Jejics Chrijl ? How 
endlefs is the number of fuppofitions, vain and 
falfe fuppojfitions, upon which fuch a dodlrine 
muft be built ? Efpecially how fliall the unlearned 
chriftian, who is forbidden to read the fcriptures, 
and has no acquaintance with ecclefiaftical hifto- 
ryi how fhall he arrive at fuch a knowledge, as 
fhall ^enable him with a good confcience to 
make fuch a promife as is required in this article ? 
Yet this, as well as all the reft, is made neceffa- 
ry to falvation ! So fays the conclufion of this 
creed, in the words of pope PiusV. And to 
the fame purpofe fays * the Canon-Law, in the 
words of Bonijace VIII. Moreover we declare^ 
and fayy and define ^ and pronounce to every human 
creature \ that it is altogether necejfary to Jdlva- 
tiofty to be fubJeSi to the Kotmn pontif. But in- 
deed it is no wonder, that fubjexftion to the popes 
' fhould be made necejfary to falvation, when we 
confider the titles and powers they claim to them- 
lelves. Thus pope "f- Nicholas fays : // appears 
evidently enough , that the pontif can neither at all 
be bound or loofed by thefecular power ; whom *tis 

certain 

* Porro, fubefTe Romano pontifici, omni humanx creiturae de- 
claramus, dicijnus, definimus &: pronunciamus, o|nnino efle de necef- 
£tate falutis. Extra'Ux commun, de majorit, {^f obed. lib, I. tit. 8. 
, <ap, I. 

f Satis evidenter oftenditur, a feculari poteftate nee ligari pror- 
fus, nee folvi poffe pondficem ; quern eonflat a pio prineipc ConiUn- 
tino Deum appeiatum ; nee poffe Deum ab homini.:us juditari ma- 
nifeilum eft. Decret, fart, I. diftin^, 96. c. 7. 
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certain Conftantinc, that pious prince^ called God: 
and 'tis manifeji that God cannot be judged by men. 
Nor is it any wonder, that from this pretended fiil- 
nefs of power they undertake to dethrone princes, 
and to abfblve their iubje£ts from all obligations 
of fidelity and obedience. But whatever extra- 
vagant power they may blafphemoufly afliime to 
themlelves ; our bufinefs is to take care, above all 
things, that we obey God : and this in many cafes 
it will be impoffible to do, without difobeying 
them. 

The laft article is conceived in the following 
words. 



XII. I do without doubting receive and 
profefs all other things which have been 
deliver edy defined and declared by the fa- 
cred canons and oecumenical councils ^ and 
efpecially by the holy Jynod of Trout i and 
all things contrary thereunto^ and all 
herefees condemnedy rejeSied and anathe- 
matized by the churchy I do likewife con- 
demny rejeB and anathematize. 

This is very fit to be the concluding article of 
the overbearing and perfecuting church of Rome. 
The private unlearned chriftian muft, at the pe- 
ril of his falvation, without any doubting^ receive 
and profefs (what he never had nor can ever ex- 

pca 
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pedl to have the opportunity of knowing) all 
things which have been deliver ed^ defined and de- 
dared by the f acred canons and oecumenical coun-- 
cilsy and ejpecially by the fynod of Trent. It 
would be hard enough to require a full aflent to 
all thefe things, even from thoie who were beft 
acquainted with them. Nor indeed do I believe, 
that any one perfon in the world, not even they 
who adviied pope Pius to give authority to this 
article, nor his holinefs himfclf, did ever without 
doubting receive all the things here required to be 
received. And yet without this faith ^ you will 
prefently be told, no man can be faved. 

But even the believing all this is not enough. 
You are not a true believer in the churcl^ of 
Rome, if you do not condemn^ and anathematize 
iall that is under that charadler condemned and a- 
nathematized by the church. You muft concur 
with the church in condemning for heretics all 
thofe whom the church condemns ^ that is, 
all thofe, who do not believe exadtly as the church 
believes, and who will not in every refpeft do as 
the church bids them. And what istheconfe- 
quence of this ; but that you muft give your con- 
fen t to the burning, or other wife craelly tor- 
menting and deftroying, all thofe, whofeconfci- 
tnces will not fufFer them to profefs what they 
cannot fee reafon to believe? Let a man give ever 
iiich clear proofs of the integrity of his heart, 
by a holy courfe of lifej; and let him ever fb 
iblemnly declare, that there are fome things re- 
quired by the church of Rome^ which he be- 
lieves to be contrary to the mind of Chrift, or 
at leaft is not convinced that they are agreeable 

to 
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to his mind : yet according to this article he is a 
heretic, and muft be treated as a heretic. 

In this and the preceding article you fee the 
true fpirit of popery : you fee it is of the very 
effence of popery to domineer over the confeiences 
of men, and to exercife all manner of feverity 
and cruelty, for the fupport of that domination. 
By this tw^elfth article all thofe, who receive any 
thing contrary to what the church of Rome re- 
ceives, 2iXt anathematized as heretics. By virtue 
of the preceding^ which requires an intire obedi^ 
^nce to the pope, as vicar of Jefus Cbriji^ all 
the punifhments which he requires to be inflidled 
on heretics, muft by the trae fons of the church 
be inflidted on them. From thefe two fprings, 
and from the fame doftrine, taught and incul- 
cated by the church of Rome^ before this creed 
of pope Pius was formed, have ftreamed forth, 
the horrid wickednefs,of fubjedls renouncing alle- 
giance to filch princes as would not obey the 
pope, and even of murdering them and all their 
adherents. 

Out of the numerous particulars, which by 
this article the Romanift profeffes without doubts 
ing to receive^ I fhall make only one quotation j 
from the great Lateran council, holden by pope 
Innocent III. in the year 12 15. which for brevi- 
ty's fake I (hall quote only in En^lijh. From this, 
alone proteftants may fufficiently fee, what the 
creed of a papift obliges him to 5 and what they 
themfelves muft expeft, if they fall into popifti 
hands. 'Tis made a part of the * Canon-Law i 
and is exprefTed as follows, 

^ Deqret. Gregor. lib. V. tit. 7. cap. 13, 
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We excommunicate and anathematize all berejy^ 
which lifts up itjelf againft this holy^ orthodox 
and catholic faith ^ which we have Jet forth 5 
condemning allhereticSy by what names Jbever they 

be reckoned. Let thofe who are condemned be 

left to the fecular powers in being, or their bailiffs^ 
to be by them punijhed with due animadverfon\ they 
of the clergy being fir Ji degraded from their or^ 
ders: Jo that the goods of thoje condemned, if they 
be of the laiety, be confifcated \ if oj the clergy, 
applied to thoJe churches from which they received 
fitpends. As for thofe, who Jhall be Jound only 
marked with the fujpicion of herefy : if they do 
not, according to the confideration of the fufptcion^ 
and the quality of perjon, prove their own inno- 
cency by afuitable purgation \ let them be fmitten 
with the Jword of anathema, and, till they 
give a fitting fatisfaBion, be avoided by all : Jo 
that if they remain a whole year under excommuni- 
cation, they be from that time condemned as here^ 
tics. But let all Jecular powers, whatever ojices 
they exercije, be admonijhed and induced,^ and if 
need be let them by the cenfures of the church be 
compelled, as ever they would wijh to be accounted 
faithful, for the defence of the faith publicly tOi 
take an oath, that they will bond fide, according to 
their power, endeavour to exterminate heretics^ 
marked out by the church, from all thefands fub^ 
je£i to their jurifdiSlion \ fo that from the 
time when any one fhall be advanced into power ^ 
whether perpetual or temporal^ he Jhall be obliged 
to confirm this matter with an oath. But if the 
temporal Lord, being thereunto by the church 
required and admonijhed^ Jhall negkSi to purge bis 

territory 
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territory from this heretical defilement ; let bim^ by 

tl:>€ metropolitari afid the reft of the bijhops of the 

province^ be tied up i?i the bond of excommujiication : 

and if he difdain to make fat isfcSlion^ let this 

within the' year be fgnified to the pope^ that 

from that time he may denounce his vajfals to be ab^ 

Jblved from fidelity to him^ and expofe his country 

to be occupied by catholics ; that they^ haloing cxter-* 

minated the heretics^ may without any contradi- 

Slion pojjefs it^ and keep it in the purity oj the 

faith i with a faho to the right of the princi^ 

p^l pojfefjhr^ provided that he yield 710 obftacle iri 

this affair^ nor fet up any impediment ; the fame 

law however to be obferved with regard to fuch as 

have no principal lords. And as for thofe catholics^ 

who^ taking the badge of the crofs^ f:all fet them-* 

Jelves to the rooting out of heretics : they /hall be 

favoured with the fame indulgence^ and fortified 

with the fame holy privilege , which are granted 

to thofe who go to the aid of the holy land. 

There is a variety of things in this decree, 
which very well deferve our notice. Firft, that 
all thofe in general are condemned as heretics^ who 
venture to oppofe what the pope and his council 
pronounce to be the holy^ orthodox ^ a7id catholic 
faith. Thenj that the poor condemned heretics are 
delivered over to the fecular powers^ to be by them 
punijhed with due animadverfion^ the firft adt of 
which due animadverfion is ordered to be a depri- 
vation of all worldly iubftance. All princes are 
obliged to take a folemn oath, that they will 
exterminate heretics out of their dominions. And 
if they do not perform what the clergy think to 
be their duty herein j they are to be excom- 

S municated. 
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municated, their fubjeds difchargcd from allegi- 
ance to them, their country expofed to be poflefs'd 
by catholics, and the heretics for ever driven out^ 
Moreover, there are encouragements, fuited to 
fuperftitious minds, both in princes and people, to 
engage their whole power and influence for the 
deftrudtion of thofe, whom the prieftsare refolved 
to deftroy. It is proper hkewife to take notice of 
the intolerable flavery,^ to which the people are 
by this decree expofed, before they are delivered 
over to deftrudion 5 by being made fubjed. to 
anathema^ when only marked with the Jujpicion 
of herefy\ if they do not (what in many cafes it 
will be impoflible to do) prove their own innocency 
by what the priefl: fliall account a fuitable purga^ 
tion : and of the dreadful mifery of being avoid-- 
ed by ally till they Jhall give what the prieft 
(hall be pleafed to acknowledge a fitting fztisfa^ 
Bion. Thus the people are left intirely at the 
mercy of the priefts : who can, by virtue of fuch 
a decree as this, mark them with the jufpicion of 
berej)\ at their own will and pleafure, whenever 
they venture in any refped to difobligc them; 
and then impofe on them whatever methods of 
purgation they pleafe, whether pradicablc or im- 
pradicable, for proving their own innocency ; can 
demand whatever fatisjadlion they fhall in their 
great wifdom and tendernefs judge proper ; and 
for want of receiving ixxch JatisfaSliony candired 
and oblige the magiflrate to deprive them of liib- 
jftance, and liberty, and life itfelf. 

But without commenting any farther on this 
d^cree^ it is fufHcient to obferve : that in purfu- 

anc& 
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ance of fuch orders, and fiich encouragements 
to thofe who would put them in execution^ 
there have been many cruel maffacres in the 
chriftian world, whereby millions of human lives 
have been iacrificed to Romijb tyranny ^ many 
holy wars, falfely fo called, undertaken for 
the extirpation of heretics j and, befides innu- 
merable other perfecutions, a ftanding inquifi- 
tion, big with flaughter and cruelty, as well 
as fraud and treachery, to the reproach of the 
chriftian name, and the deftrudion of thouiands, 
who infinitely better deferved that name then 
their mercilefs inquifitors. And it is remarkable : 
that a little before the fitting of that council, 
from which this decree proceded, the fame pope 
Innocent y who prefided in it, publifhed a * croi- 
fade againft the poor AWigenfes ; exciting catholic 
princes to a holy war againft them ; which war, 
after many bloody battles, ended at length in the 
rain of the country : and that it was under the 
direction of the fame pope, that the ^f* inquifi* 
tion began. I fhall not attempt to defcribe- the 
cruelties of this barbarous inftitution ; the mafl!a- 
cres in France and Ireland -^ the J flaughter of 40 
millions of poor Americans^ on pretence of con- 
verting them to the chriftian faith ; or the inva-^ 
iions of our own country, particularly that by 
the Spanijh Armada in 1588. Let it only be re* 
membred ; that all thefe cruelties proceded from 
that raling principle of the church of Rome^ 
the refolution of making all mankind fubmit to 

S 2 her 

♦ See Perrin'% hift. of the old Migenfes : lib. Ill and IV. 

f Limborch. hift. Inqttiiit. lib. I. cap. lo. 
' I Bp of Chiapas'^ account of the voyages and cruelt^ of the 
tj^rifirJsi»4^triM* Lond. 1699. 8vo. 
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her arbitrary decilions. From the corrupt do- 
dtrines and cruel praftices of that church may the 
good Lord deliver us. And may we by his grace 
be more and more confirmed in our adherence to 
his facred word 3 more careful to acquaint our- 
felves with it, and conform our lives to it ; and 
more clear-fighted to diftinguifh betwebn his do- 
Sirines and the commandments of men* 




CONCLUSION. 

ON E would have thought, that enough 
in all confcience had been faid in the fore- 
going articles, to fecure a Romanifi in the profef. 
fion of his faith, if he were at all to be fecurcd. 
But what was briefly mentioned in the beginning 
of this eflay, deferves to be more particularly ob- 
ferved in the concluiion. Left the people and the 
inferior clergy {hould fail of taking fufficient care 
of themfelves ; the fu per ior clergy, not excepting 
the heads of monafteries and convents, and the 
regulars of every order, and even thofe who have 
the care of the foldiery, under whatfoever name 
•or title, are obliged to take a folemn oath in the 
following words: 

This true catholic faith^ without 
which no one can he faved^ which at 
this prejent time I do of my own accord 

profefs 
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profefs and fincerely hold\ I the fame 
N. N. do promife^ vowy and fwear^ 
God ajftjiing me^ mojl conjlantly to retain 
and confefsy entire and unviolated^ to 
the laji breath of my life : and fo far 
as in f7ie lies^ I will likewife take care^ 
that it jhall be heldy taughty and 
preached by my fubjeBsy or thofe^ the 
care of whom belongs to 7ne in the dif 
charge of my office. 

Here it is firft to be obferved ; that the au- 
thority of pope Pius declares concerning the 
whole preceding creed, that without this faith 
no one can be faved: fo that, according to him, 
whether the common people * fwear to this 
creed or not^ yet they are all damned if they do 
not adhere to it. And, to make it the more ef- 
fedual, at the end of the Bull in which this 
creed is contained, his holinefs adds : whofoever 
jhall prejume to infringe our will and command 
herein^ or rajhly oppoje it 5 let him know^ that he 
fhd^ll incur the indignation of almighty God^ and 
of St, Peter and Paui^ his apofiles. 

In 

* ^ ^. At the head of the book, upon which I have been 
remarking, next after St. Atbanafiui^ damnatory daufe, the 
.whole creed of the Roman church (including the iSi^nt^ and the 
12 additional articles of popeP/W) is prefixed; and this oath along 
with the refty excepting only the latter part, which is peculiar to 
the fuperior clergy : and at the head of all are placed thei^ words ; 
a profeffion of catholic faith . Whence oiie would conclude, that the 
author of the catechlim which follows looked upon the oath itfelf as 
part of the profeffion to be inade by every cathoUc wlthou( exception. 
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In the next place I obferve ; that the dignified 
clergyfnany wno takes this oath, does by the te-- 
rtor of k vow and fwear, Uiat he takes it fud 
Jpontey (if bis (rwn accord *y when at the fame 
lime he knows he muft do it, or elie he caftnot 
hold his dignity and power. 

Bat, which is or much greater importance ; 
I obferve the dreadfiil confequence of the people's 
getting into the hands and power of the Romijh 
clergy ; fince they are by foch iblemn obligations 
bound to maintain and promote articles, with 
which their worldy intereft is fo clofely conjoined. 
This conjundtion of oath and intereft, in articles 
fo deftrudtive of the confcience, the peace, and the 
feftty of the people, is much to be dreaded j when 
merely the oath itfelf, without the conjundioii 
<if intereft, would briiig little or no terror along 
with if. For a wicked clergyman may, under 
the pretence of an o^th and vow, go on to dd 
thofe things which are moft deftra^ive to the 
people, even in fpight of fome relentings in his 
Heart, when he calls to mind that he has obliged 
himfelf thereto. Many jfaqh contradi<l^ions, it is to 
be feared, have concurred in the hearts of wicked 
men : and the real didlates of judgment and 
confcience have been over-ruled, by the pretence 
of the obligation cS an x»th or vow \ which 
ought never to have been taken, but being once 
taken, is. made a matter of religion, in ipight 
<»f all reMOnftrances that r6ligion itfelf can make. 

Let Brifijh proteftants think of thefc things : 
let them be thankful to God for that liberty y 
nvitb "Which in his kind and gracious providence 
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he bas made them free ; and refolve, through hk 
grace, that they vf\\\ ftand faft in iV, and not 
fuffer themfelves to be entangUd again with the 
yoke of bondage. Let any man^ who has ever 
read the new teftament, judge what likene& there 
is, between the doArine of pope P/w/s creed, 
and that which was taught by our bkjjed Lord 
and his apoftles. Nay let any man of fober 
thought, whether he has read the fcriptures or not, 
judge whether it is poffible, that fiich a religion 
diould ever cohie from God, as that which the 
church of Rome tells you is neceJTary tofalvation. 

The dodlrine of Chrift and his apoftles teaches 
tus the higheft veneration of the one living and true 
Gody the wife and righteous and gracious gover- 
nor of the world, and the moft ardent ^ff^&xoti 
to him as our beft friend and benefadtor : and <^ 
reds and encourages us to feek of him, with a 
full affurance of faith, every needful blefling, in 
the name of Jefus Chrift, the only miediator be- 
tween God and men. It requires of us righteoul^ 
nefs and equity in our whole conduift towards 
thofe with whom we have to do ; and very parti- 
cularly recommends a mutual forbearance and 
afFe<ftionate tendernefs among chriftian brethren, 
with regard to the mifapprehenfions and miftakes 
into which they may fall. And, as any religion 
muft do which comes from God, it lays a veiy 
great ftrels upon a fober, temperate couf^of life i 
excluding from the kingdom of heaven thofe 
who allow themfelves in the contrary courfe. 

But in the preceding papers we have feen, 
that the religion of the clmfchof Rome oppofes 

that 
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that of our Lord Jefus Chrift in all thefe rc^ 
fpccfts, tho' it pretends in every one of them to ad- 
here to it. The papifts pr;ofefi indeed to acknow- 
ledge one only living and true God : yet at the 
fame time *tis notorious, that they pay more real 
worfhip and adoration to angels and faints, and 
even to images, than to him. And to keep up 
this pradtice, fuch thoughts are fuggefted to the 
people's minds concerning the divine being, as 
are altogether unworthy of him, and inconfiftent 
with the honour of the one and only mediator , 
in whole name we are dircfted to addrefs him. 
Nay the multiplicity of the prayers themfelves, 
which are addrefTed to faints and angels, begging 
for their interceffion, tends to make the people 
think concerning the kindeft and mofl benevo- 
lent being in the world, that he is almoft inexo- 
rable, and that nothing but continual importuni- 
ty will prevail with him for any favour : whereas 
the mediation of Chrift, as ftated in the new 
teftament, teaches no fuch thing ^ but encourages . 
us, finners as we are, to go diredlly to God in 
bis name, in whom he has declared himfelf to 
be wellplcafed. But this one mediator is by thc^r 
church of Rome overlooked, in a croud of others 
of her own making. 

Xhen, inftead of a ftridt regard to righteouil 
ncfe, and fobriety ; the doftrines of indulgences 
and purgatory, and fo likewife that of abfolution, 
upon confeiHon and fatisfadion at the will and 
pleafure of the prieft, encourage all manner of 
vice and wickedncfs: fince, according to thefe 
dodtrines, a man may buy off any punifliment, ^ 

if",^ 
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if hefurvives the wicked adfidns herefolves upon } 
or,' at the worft, can have them bought off when 
he is dead, if he has but money enough to leave 
behind him. 

As to forbearance and brotherly kindnefs ; the 
church of Kome is a fworn enemy to thefe chri- 
ftian virtues. She will not bear the leaft devia- 
tion from her own traditions, decrees and canons. 
She makes them all necejf'ary tofahation^ both in 
this life, and that which is to come : prefum- 
ptuoufly denouncing eternal damnation to thofe 
who do not punctually obferve and obey them 5 
and cruelly deftroying fiich of them as ihe ca^ 
get into her own power. 

What good pretenfions the church of Rome 
has to be the church of Chriji^ fhe. fhews by 
fetting up another head over the church befides 
Chrift, inconfiflently with his legiflative autho* 
rity, and contrary to his own exprels direction. 

How little value fhe has for the fcripture, fhe 
jbews by fetting up her own traditions upon an 
equal foot with it. And by the fame means, and 
by claiming the fole authority of interpreting 
Scripture, fhe prevents, as much as in her lies, 
its being of any ufe to the people,. even when 
they can get a fight of their bibles, which for 
the rnofl part is forbidden. She will not fuffer 
them to exercife their reafon iii judging of that 
revelation, which fhe tells them God has given 
for their diredtion. No : if you will be a true 
ri member of this church, you mufl give up your 
A leafbn, and even the teftimony of your fenfes 
J too; as appears notorioufly in the affair of tran- 
'^iubftantiation. And yet it is evident, that our 

T bleffed 
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blefled Lord himfelf frequently appealed to the 
judgment and confcience of his hearers, concern- 
ing the goodnefs and divine original of his do- 
ctrine; and always to their fenfes, as often as he 
wrought any miracles. 

How deftrudlive to all the views of trae reli- 
gion is the ftrefs which popery lays upon external 
lervices, to the negledt of what is inward and 
pertaining to the confcience; and how fatally 
this tends to harden men in their fins, and to 
make them refolve againft the irkfome work of 
fubduing ill habits, and labouring after thofe 
which are traly good ; is too vifiblc to need a 
demonftration. 

How abfolutely this corrupt church is refolved 
upon maintaining a dominion over mens confci- 
ences, and what cruel meafiu'es (he takes for that 
purpofe, has been fufBciently fliewn. How 
contrary this domineering and crael fpirit is to 
the humble and peaceful fpirit of chriflianity, 
needs no proof, to thofe who have any acquaint- 
ance with the books of the new teflament. And 
how inconfiflent it is with the peace of civil go- 
vernment, and even with the fafety of thofe, 
whether governors or people, who refufe to put 
themfelves intirely into the priefls power ; is not 
pnly evident in the nature of the thing, but noto- 
rious from hiflory, in all thofe cafes where the 
priefls have thought it worth their while to try 
their flrength. 

May we be defended from the corraptions with 
which this church is over-run, and from falling 
into the hands of her agents, wboje tender mercies 
4ire cruelties. May we wifely improve the great 

benefit 
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benefit of having the icripture in our own hands ; 
by diligently attending to the mind of God therein 
made known, and obeying it in the tenor of our 
aftions. May God in his mercy open the eyes of 
the deluded , and turn the hearts of thofe who 
lead them aftray. And may there be no other 
contention among tbofe whoprofels chnftiaiuly, 
dian who ihall bcft aniwer the defign of it, in 
the pious and peaceable and beneficent courie of 
their lives, ^men. 



FINIS, 







ERRATA. 

pAGE 19. line 14. r. ajfurance. 

pag. 54. lin. 2. r. the people. 
pag. 6o, tin. a^tepen. for cap. 6. r. cap. 2. 
pag. 91. lin. ult. r. 1566. 
pag. 92. lin. II. dele, towards the end. 
ibid. lin. 12, &c. r. / befeech thee^ that in the holy^ tremens' 

dous and terrible judgment^ in the fight of thy only begotten 

fony to whom the Father gave all judgment^ thou wouldefi 
ibid. lin. 26. r. Te deprecor ut in fan6to, tremendo ac 

terribili judicio, in confpedlu unigeniti filii tui, cui Pater 

dedit omne judicium, me, &c. 
•Jlpsig. 94. lin, 18. after helpy r. and to my counfit 
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A P P E N D I X. 

IT has been fhewn in the foregoing eflay, that 
the doftrine of indulgences has a manifeft 
tendency to the ruin of mens fouls. It has this 
pernicious tendency, even in cafe the indulgen- 
ces be underftood to relate only to fins paft. Fot 
if a man who is vicioufly inclined can perfiiade 
himfelf, that pardons may be purchafed for mo* 
ney, or obtained by any of thofe trifling mea- 
fiircs which the indulgences prefcribe; he will 
fecurely go on, paying for pardon after pardon, 
and complying with every method which fliall 
be fubftituted in the room of real amendment ; 
but will never endure the thought of that change 
of heart and mind, without which the Moft Hi^ 
himfelf beftows no pardon. And 2iRomaniJi is the 
more in danger of going on thus to his life's end, 
becaufe he knows, that according to the dodrine 
of his church, the prieft is * obliged to give abfi^- 
lution to any man in the article of death, who 
profefles penitence: nay ^rther, that after he is 
dead, he may be prayed out of purgatory, if 
Jie leave behind him fufficient to fatisfy the 
prieft for his pains. If therefore it were ever 
fo Certain, that the indulgences mentioned in the 
'I* foregoing eflay, from 7'homas Aquinas ^ from 

U Ant(h 

♦ Conca. Trident. Scff. XIV- de poenit. cap. 7* 
^ Pag. ii6> 117. 
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Antonine\ Repertortumy and from the canon-law, 
relate only to fins paft: if they were meant on- 
ly of forty days paft, or feven years paft, or a 
third part of fins paft y or if the plenary indul- 
gences themfelves were pardons only for all fins 
f>aft : yet it is as certain, that they who can be- 
icve, that fuch pardons can be obtained by vifit- 
ing of churches, or by any of the other trifling 
methods prefcribed in the Romijh indulgences, 
will never in earneft fet about the work of refor- 
mation, or think of conforming their heart and 
life to the mind of God. Romijh indulgences 
therefore have much the fame pernicious tenden- 
cy, if underftood concerning^w paji^ as if they 
diredtly promifed pardon ioxjim to come : and the 
granting them, in thofe circumftances in which 
the popes of Rome grant them, is in efFed: the 
fame monftrous abomination, as giving leave to 
commit Jin, and granting pardon beforehand. Nor 
can any reafon be given, why tney, who will 
fct themfelves in the place of God, and under- 
take to forgive fins paft, as they do, may not as 
well pretend to forgive fins to come. 
- The Romijh writers indeed deny, that by indul- 
gences they mean leave to commit Jin^ or pardon for 
fns to come. And particularly the author of the 
Grounds of catholic doBrine * denies that he 
mean^ any fuch thing. It would be ibmewhat 
impolitic, if he fliould direftly own it But 
whatever this author may mean ; what if both 
the particulars denied by him fhould be proved 
by the infallible authority of popes themfelves } 
To this purpofe it waj intended to have produced 

in 
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in the foregoing effay a monumental infcription, 
containing a pardon for 26000 years and 26 days 5 
and likewife an indulgence granted in the year 
135 1, to a king and queen of France and their 
facceflbrs, allowing them liberty to break their 
oaths and vows, when they could not commodioujly 
keep them. But the copy of the infcription was 
miflaid : and the other teftimony was not pro- 
duced, becaufc the author of the eflay had not 
an opportunity of confulting the book in which 
it was firft publifhed, and did not choofe to quote 
it at iecond hand. 

A frefti and authentic copy of the infcription 
is iiipplied by the friendfhip of the reverend Dr. 
George Legb, reftor of Hallifax in the county 
of Tor k: to whom it was tranfmitted by George 
Legby of High-Legb in the county of Chejier^ 
eiquire : who took care to have the impreffion 
taken from the monument itfelf, and atteifled by 
the hand of the reverend Mr. John Robin/on^ 
now minifter oi Macclesfield in the fame county : 
in whofe parifh the monument is ftill to be feen^ 
in an oratory belonging to the earl Rivers^ /land- 
ing on one fide of the parochial chapel of Mac-^ 
cksfield. There is a brief account of this monu- 
ment in the laft edition oiCambden's Britannia, 
vol. I. pag. 678, 679. A more large and parti- 
cular account may perhaps be fome entertain- 
ment to a curious reader. 

At the bottom of the monument are the fol- 
lowing words ; in three lines, about 2 1 inches 
long ; the letters, almoft an inch in height, cut out 
in old church-charadters, not very eafy to be imi- 
tated no w^ especially in the abbreviations : ^ 

\3 z Orate 



In Englijh thus : - 

•P''^^ J^^ ^^^ /3^/i ^ -R^jf^r Z/^^/& and Eliza- 
beth his wife: which Roger indeed died the /^th 
day of November^ in the year of our Lord 1 506 ; 
but Elizabeth died the ^th day of OSlober^ in the 
year of our Lord 1489 : to whofe fouls may Ood 
be propitious. 

Juft above this infcription, and clofe joining 
to the right fide of it, is the figure of a woman, 
. kneeling, with her hands held up together be- 
fore her bread, and fix children (probably her 
daughters) ftanaing behind her. Near her mouth 
is a label, with thefe words, in the fame chara- 
<ftcr as before : 

from perpetual damnation (kliver us o lord. 

It 
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It is probable, by the large vacant (pace over the 
other end of the former infcription,that there was 
originally a plate, reprefenting the gentleman and 
his fons, facing the lady and her daughters : be- 
caufe the infcription itfelf, in a very common 
form, calls upon every fpeftator to pray for his 
^nd her foul. 

But this was all in Latin. And it was proba- 
ble, that the greateft number of fpe6lators would 
be fuch as underflood only the Englijh tongue. 
To engage therefore both learned and unlearned 
to pray for the fouls o£ Roger an^ Elizabeth Legb^ 
the moft obvious part of the monument was 
contrived to be an Englijh infcription; raifeda 
confiderable height above the Latin one ; ftand- . 
ing between the fpace where the lady kneels, and 
that where the figure of the gentleman pro- 
bably was ; reaching from their elbows up a little 
above their heads \ and confequcntly fo placed, 
that both their faces in kneeling muft look to- 
wards it. 

The words of this infcription, in the fame cha- 
racter as before, are as follows ; in fix lines, fo 
contrived as to make up the form of an oblong 
Square; 



The 
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Diredlly over this infcription, on a pUtte fbme- 
thing narrower, but taller, and a little arched at 
the top, is the figure of a pope, with a triple 
crown on his head, and a glory round it j kneel- 
ing befide a long table, and looking upwards, 
with his hands together beforp his breaft. On 
the table is placed, behind him an open book, 
and before him either an hour-glafs or a chalice, 
'tis doubtful which. The place feems defigned 
to repreient a chapel. Under him is a pavement 
of chequered marble, or other ftone, black and 
white. And above him is a reprefentation of 
our Saviour, looking down upon him^ with a 
large glory round his head, wounds through both 
his hands, which are held up as high as his fhotik 
ders, and a great wound in his right fide, with 
feveral drops of blood coming from it. This 

figure 
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^gure is drawn no lower than the hips ; being 
^vided from the reft of the pifture by balifters, 
l)ehind which it feems defigned to be placed. 

Whether all this imagery was intended to fig- 
nify, that the then reigning pope had prayed to 
our Lord Jefiis Chrift, to impower him to grant 
the pardon n[xentioned in the inicription, and that, 
according to the frequent fictions of thoie times^ 
our Lord had appeared to him^to afTurehim of his 
confent; or whatever elfe was the real defignj 
cannot now be certainly determined. But it is 
plain from the monument itfelf, that fuch a par- 
don was granted by a pope : and that this was well 
known when the monument was fet up ; other- 
wife fevere muft have been the punifliment of 
thofe who erefted it, for an impofition upon the 
church, and a flander againft his holinefs. The 
infcription itfelf, thus pompoufly attended, is, I 
fay, a fiifficient indication ; that the pope theii 
reigning did grant an indulgence, containing a 
pardon jor Jim to come^ fins not yet committed ; 
the penalty whereof is here exprefly remitted for 
26000 years to come. So that if the author of 
the Grounds does, as he ♦ affirms, mean no 
more by indulgences, than * a releafing by the 

* power of the keys committed to the church 

* the debt of temporal puniftiment, which may 
< remain due upon the account of our fins, after 
^ the fins themfelves, as to the guilt and eternal 

* punifliment, have been already remitted by re- 
^ pcntance and confeflion :* yet in the cafe before 
us, €vai according to his own explication, the 

indulgence 

^ Pag. ^9, 
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indulgence muft extend to Jim to come: and 
that in a very flagrant manner ; fo as to lead the 
fuperftitious devotees to hope, that upon feying 
the appointed pater nojlers and ave Maries and 
creed, they (hould have a pardon reaching be- 
yond the duration of this world. 

I chofe the rather to take notice of this monu- 
ment, bccaufe it gives a more fure account of 
what is meant by popifli indulgences, than is 
likely to be gathered from the writings of au- 
thors, whofe buiinefs it is to make them appear 
as plaufible as they dan. 

The other teflimony relates more immediately 
to the (jueflion, whether indulgences include 
a leave to commit fin : though as it extends to all 
the fucceffions of the kings and queens oi France ^ 
it muft likewife, if it fignifies any thing at all, 
include in efFeft a pardon beforehand, for all the 
fins they fhould ever commit, in breaking their 
folemn oaths and vows. It is an indulgence, 
granted by Clement VI. in the year 13 51, to the 
king and queen of France , and their fuccelTors, 
I fhall produce it in the pope's own words : and 
then leave the world to judge, what he himfelf, 
and the perfons to whom he granted it, could 
be fuppofed to underfland by it. The pope's 
words, tranfcribed from Uacberf^ Spicikgium, 
are at the bottom of the page. The Englijb is 
to the following purpofe : but an exadt trai3la<ioa 
is not pretended to, 

r 
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* Clement, bijfoop^ fervent of the fervants of 

od: to our moft dear children in Cbriji^ John 

nd Joan, the illuflrious king and queen ^/^ France ; 

greeting and apojiolical benedidlion. Tour dcfres 

^e readily agree to: thofe efpecially^ by'nvhicb ye 

may obtain from a propitious God, as ye pioujly 

requefiy peace and health of foul. Hence it is that 

wCy inclined to your fupplicationSy do by apoftolical 

authority y by the tenor of thefe prefents, for ever 

indulge to you and your fucceffors^ who for the 

time being fhall be kings and queens of France, 

and to every of you and them \ that fuch confef'or^ 

religious or fecular, as a?ty of you and them 

fhall think fit to choofe, may commute y for you and 

them^ fuch vows as perhaps you may have made 

already^ or which by you and your fuccefjors may 

be hereafter made, {the ultramarine voWy and 

X that 



• Clemens, epifcopus, fervus fervorum Dei, cariflimls ift Chriflo 
£liis9 Joanni regi, & Joannas reginac Franciae illuflribas : falutem 
& apoilolicam benedi^lionem. Votis vellris libenter annuimus : 
iis prsecipue, per quae, ficut pie defideratis, pacem & (alutem ani- 
mse, Deo propitio, confequi valeatis. Hinc eft, quod nos, vefbris 
fupplicadonibus inclinati, vobis Sc fucceiToribus veflris, regibus Sc 
reginis Fnuicise, qui pro tempore fuerint, ac vefbum & eorura 
cuilibet, audloritate apoflolica, tenore prxfentium, in perpetuum 
indulgemus : ut confefTor religiofus vel faecularis, quem veiCrum Sc 
.CoruiQ quilibet duxerit eligendum, vota per vos foriitan jam emiilky 
ac per vos & fuccefTores veftros in pofterum emittenda, ultramari- 
ne, ac beatorum Petri Sc Pauli apoftolorum, ac caflitatis Sc conti- 
zientue rods dumtaxat exceptis ; necnon juramenta per vos Sc eos 
prsefianda in poflerum, qua^vos ^ Hit fer<vare commode non pojjetisp 
vobis Sc eis commutare valeat in alia opera pietatis, prout fecun- 
dom Deum Sc animarum veftrarum Sc eorum ikluti viderit expedi- 
*ie. NuUi ergo omnino hominum liceat hanc paginam noftr^e 
conccflionis Infringere, vel ei aufu temerario contraire. Siquis au- 
tern hoc attentare pnefumferit, indignationem omnipotentis Dei* 
Sc beatorum Petri Sc Pauli apoftolonim ejus, fe noverit incurfurum. 
Datum Avenioni, x 1 1 calend. Maii> anno nono. Dacber, Spicikg- 
^t. 1723. torn. III. pag, 724. 
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that of the blejfed apofilei Peter and Paul, an d 
,that of chajiity and continent ^ only excepted) and 
alfo fuch oaths ^ by you taken^ or by you and them 
hereafter to be taken^ as you and they cannot com- 
modioufly keep, into other iioorks of piety ^ according 
as he Jkall fee expedient for the health of your 
and their Jbuls^ and agreeable to God. Be it 
therefore utterly unlawful for any man whatever 
to infringe this our grant\ or by a rajh adventure 
to proceed in oppoftion to it. But if any Jhall 
prefume to attempt this ; let him know^ that he 
jJoall incur the indignation of Almighty God^ and 
of his blejfed apoftles Peter and Paul. Given at 
Avignon, the \()th of ky^x)\^ in our fiintb year. 

I will not offer to afHrm, that the kings and 
queens of France have, fince the grant of this 
indulgence, kept their folemn oaths and vows 
a whit worfe than they would have done, if no 
fuch indulgence had ever been granted. Yet if 
they had any faith in the pope's power, the in- 
dulgence muft needs have been a ftrong tempta- 
tion to break through their oaths and vows, upon 
all thofe occafions, where the ftridt obfervation 
of them became any way incommodious to their 
intcrefts, or unfuitable to their inclinations. How- 
ever let the world judge : whether the underta- 
king to difcharge men from vows and oaths, by 
which they have folemnly bound themfelves; 
particularly whether the giving this liberty to 
princes, upon who fe public obligations their own 
fubjedts and thofe of other nations think they 
have a right to depend, and the commuting or 
changing thofe obligations for others of a different 
kind, is not granting a leave to commit fin. If it 

is 
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is not: then the breaking of oaths and vows, 
merely for our own intereft or plcafure, and 
without any regard to the juft claims of our fel- 
low-creatures, is no fin. 

Now let the author of the Grounds choofe ; 
whether he will deny the fad:s related ; or fet up 
his own authority againft that of the popes, 
who granted the indulgences referred to; or 
whether he will vindicate them in thofe blafphe- 
mous grants, and prove they were guilty of no 
crime, and overtaken with no error. 



JV. B. Since the defcripdon of the monument was printed ofF, 
the author of the effay has been affured, by credible accounts from 
Cbejbirey that his conjefture, pag. 153, about the vacant fpace 
above the long Latin infcription is confirmed by the old inhabi- 
tants of Macclesfield: who fay, they have heard that that fpace 
was formerly fiUed up with the figure of Roger Legh ; and that it 
was broken off, together with other things belonging to the monu- 
ment, during the Civil wars, when the oratory was defaced. To 
be iatisfied of this, the plafler of the wall where the monument 
is fixed was knock'd off: and the flone appear'd to be cut and hol- 
lowed in, as fer as the end of the Latin infcription, in the fame form 
as the plate for the lady and her children : there was likewife a place 
cut in the flone for a label, anfwering to that on the other fide ; 
and holes in the (lone, with lead in them, for faflening the plate. 



The reader is further defired to obferve : that the fubfbnce of 
the note at the bottom of pag. 16. ought to have been infertcd in 
the prefece : and that the Grounds of catholic doSlrine is the running- 
title of the fame book, which in the title-page is called A Prtt^f- 
Jim of catholic faith y Sec, 
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